GAZETTE
From the Principal

VOLUME NO. 17 – 9 JUNE 2020

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
I hope that the extended weekend provided some quality time for families.
In moving forward, the College is progressing in its reflections on the
experiences of recent months, as well as work over the years, to develop its
existing Learning Management System (Exchange). We know, for example,
that some students who were not doing well before the pandemic are now
thriving; doing better with online learning. It is thought that this may be due
to a number of variables, including:
a)

Self-pacing, where learning at home allows students to work at a
much more leisurely pace, often with a lot of choice in how they
organise time, which is a welcome change from the micromanaged
normal school day.

b)

Fewer activities than at school, where many students are overscheduled with lunchtime activities, sports, after-school activities, volunteering, part-time jobs etc. With almost all of that shut down, there is
time to better focus on schoolwork.

c)

Lower stakes: Some students report they like remote learning better
because they no longer feel the extreme pressure of failing and constant testing.

d)

Less disruption and chatter, where home learning provides a safe haven from the pressure to fit in socially. The online environment may
allow voices to be heard without social anxiety.

e)

Sleep: There has been plenty of time to get adequate sleep which we
know is critical for teenagers.

Assembly

At the heart of these conversations and reflections is the notion of ‘synchronous’ and ‘asynchronous’ pedagogy. While synchronous approaches build
connections with students, develop their habits of engagement and accountability, and allow the teacher to check for understanding in real time, an asynchronous approach allows students to work at their own pace on deeper
assignments. However, with synchronous classes, teachers are limited in the
depth of learning they can assign, and too much Zoom work is exhausting.
With asynchronous learning, it’s hard to know how students are doing and
whether they need help.
Rosebank has always believed that there is much merit in combining the two
modalities so as to reap the benefits of each. The design of such a blended
approach has gained momentum and promises to deliver further initiatives
in the months ahead.
Recently, the College released its most recent student tracking data. This
tracking data is available to all families approximately every five weeks
in normal circumstances and attempts to provide families some raw

1

performance data over time. It is standardised to be able to compare across various subjects, years and numerous
assessment instruments. The reports are provided for a number of purposes. Initially, they show patterns of progress
to encourage student and parent reflections and conversations. With regard to student growth and development,
the tracking reports also provide a simple road map and GPS. The details of this rationale are provided on a working
paper found under ‘General Information’ in the Parent Portal titled ‘Student Tracking and Quality Assurance’. Please
contact the College if you have any questions. A reminder that these reports do not constitute formal College
Academic Reports. These formal Academic Reports are issued twice a year (at the end of each Semester).
The College continues to commit itself to maintain high quality learning – an activity requiring the knowledge, skills
and motivation of all in the community to be life-long learners.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal

Assembly

Year 10 Photography

Year 10 Food Technology

Year 7 Technology
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Dates for the
Diary
Friday 26 June
Term 2 ends
Monday 20 July
Term 3 commences
Friday 7 August
Benedict Day
Monday 17 August
Year 7 2021 Information Day

From the Assistant Principal

There is much written about heroes and many a block-buster movie that
popularise and commercialise the concept of a god-like hero who charges
in and saves the day. We all know the type of movies I’m referring to and
we all flock to watch them, even sometimes drawn in to the merchandising
madness that follows, as characters become idols.
But take off the masks and the capes, put away the futuristic ‘travelmobiles’ and turn off the magic powers and that’s when real heroes start
to emerge. Heroes after all, are just normal, everyday people like you and
me, who inspire those around them to do great things because of what
they themselves have achieved. Sometimes they almost appear to be
super-human, displaying what we might think, as unimaginable feats.
The definition of a hero is, a person who is admired for their courage,
outstanding achievements and noble qualities. Nothing here about lycra
costumes, bulletproof armour or warp-speed boots! Iron Man said it
perfectly: “Heroes are made by the paths they choose, not the powers
they are graced with”.

In reality, heroes come in many different shapes, sizes and forms – some wearing boots, some wearing Birkenstocks!
They are all around us. In my own life I have learned to stop hoping for the flash and dazzle of a superhero when I
need one, but rather, accepting help from the everyday superheroes around me, or even, if I’m feeling brave enough,
just looking inside myself and trying out some of my own superpowers.
In fact, if we all look inwards, we might even be surprised to see that there have been a few, or even many times when
each of us may have been a hero to someone else, through something as simple as a selfless act, a kind word, or just
making it through a tough challenge. Sometimes it’s the smallest thing we do in our own lives, that in turn inspires
someone else to be brave enough to face their own fears.
So after a well-deserved long weekend to recharge your own superpowers, don’t forget to use them, even if only in
the smallest way and always for good. You never know who might be needing a hero and just how much your actions
might impact and lift up someone else.
But don’t take my advice, after all, Batman says it best: “It’s not who I am underneath, but what I do that defines me”.
Do good.
Mr Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal

Uniform Shop
The Uniform Shop is open over the lunch break for students on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. Additional opening times for parents are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday between 1:30pm to 5:00pm.
To make an appointment, for a fitting please call 9713 3121.
When parents arrive onsite to attend the Uniform Shop, we ask that you please sign in via the visitor
terminals at General Office, at which time you will also be asked to check your temperature.
Your patience and cooperation during this process is much appreciated.
Please ensure that students who use their student card to make
purchases have adequate funds available on their cards.
There is a device installed at the entrance to the Uniform Shop where
students can check their card balances.
Please note, the Uniform Shop will not accept requests from students
to call their parents for over-the-phone payments.
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From The Dean of Ministry
The Trinity, Black Lives and Peace

I doubt there is anyone who has not heard or seen
the global outpouring of grief, anger, rage, passion and
heart-woundedness since the death of George Floyd at
the hands of Minneapolis police on 25 May 2020. The
8 minutes and 46 seconds of his dying have become
emblematic of the release of an anger and call for justice
that gripped the United States and spread across the
world. It was as though George Floyd’s death unleashed
a hurt and pain that had lain long and uneasy for decades.
And its echo has been heard loudly in Australia.
Indigenous Australians, our First People, make up 3%
of Australia’s 25 million inhabitants. Despite living in a
country with a first-class health care system, Indigenous
Australians will, generally speaking, be more likely
to die up to ten years earlier than non-Indigenous
Australians. Aboriginal Australians make up 27% of the
prison population.Young Aborigines are less likely to
complete school or enter tertiary education and are 27
times more likely to be incarcerated. Scenes shown on
national television last week of a police constable abusing
a 17-year-old Aboriginal boy were shocking. And over
the weekend a senior government minister described
supporters of the Black Lives Matter protests as
“reckless, selfish and self-indulgent” earning rebukes from
Linda Burney and Richard Marles that urged him to hear
the cry from the heart and the reality confronting many
indigenous Australians in 2020.
All of this crowded its way into my quiet time over the
long weekend.
John 3.16-18 was the gospel for Trinity Sunday this year.
They are words so familiar and yet contain a power that I
found both comforting and challenging.
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.
Listening to my parish priest preach on those words
opened my eyes and heart to wisdom that I simply
did not hear before. God sent the Son out of love for
me. “Everyone who believes” means precisely that –
everyone - regardless of every condition and qualifier I
have used, am using or will use. The Son was sent – not
his own mission but the cause and passion of the Creator
for all humanity and all creation. Not to condemn the
world – not to condemn humanity, not to condemn
creation; not to condemn but to save. These powerful
words! So simple and so few, yet packed with such depth
and hope.
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Saved – from what and for what? I was encouraged to
look back through the scriptures to the very beginning,
to the opening of Genesis: “In the beginning …” God
created all things out of an abundance of self-giving love
for no other reason than it delighted the Creator to be
and do. Into this humankind was fashioned in the Divine
Image and given the gift of freedom to choose to live
as God had created us. We refused the gift, believed
ourselves to be greater than the Creator and shaped
ourselves as our own gods. From Genesis I moved to
John’s gospel where he opens with the same words
“In the beginning was the Word …” Creation to reCreation. Christ has come to save us from everything
that stops me being fully and authentically human; to
restore me to my true self. It does not stop there.
God’s love continues to be poured out through the Holy
Spirit so that I am invited into the very life of the Trinity,
to be a partaker in the communion of love that is the
Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.
I hope that I don’t become “one of those” old(er),
privileged white men, who have lived according to
narratives created centuries ago that justified positions
of power and dominance, rationalised brute force to
suppress and discriminate, twisted the sacred texts to fit
a warped and perverse understanding of human nature
and ability according to race, economics and politics, and
created a god in my own image and likeness. I hope I
become a better Christian.
Trinity is a day for remembering that God, the One
in Three and Three in One, was, is and always will be,
a Creator God of radical inclusivity and welcome, a
Redeeming God building communities of justice and
peace; a Sanctifying God inspiring communities of
unafraid prophetic witness for the good of the planet;
a Triune God embracing communities of lovers and
beloved. This is our God – the God for whom all lives
matter, but who through the cry of her/his daughters and
sons in these last days, holds out arms of compassion for
his/her black daughters and sons in their cry for justice.
Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Ministry

Introducing ‘From me, to you’, a student-based project that has come up with some ways that Rosebank
students can connect to the elderly members of our
community through letters, artworks, origami and much
more. We encourage all students to get involved by
clicking on the below link.

Your input, their smile.
Write a letter, create
an artwork, or make
something crafty to
connect with an elder
who may be feeling
isolated.

from me, to you
Its time for us to show our support.
You can contribute by following the link below:
https://forms.gle/oLNKfDoMKm5PFDo27

Year 7 Religion

Support Rosebank Family Businesses
Rosebank and the P&F are committed to supporting
families and local businesses owned by Rosebank
families who will be trying to strengthen or recommence
their activities following this hibernation period.
This is a time where we are asked to think globally and
act locally. Please consider supporting local businesses
owned by Rosebank families.

Please click here
to view Rosebank family businesses.
All business information has been supplied to the
College by Rosebank parents. If you would like to be
considered in this community service, please complete
this form.
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TAS News
The Future in TAS - Holograms!!
In Year 11 IPT, we have been learning about and researching a range of devices used to display information and
multimedia. We have looked at past, current and future device technology and how these devices will shape our world
in the future, in both viewing information and communicating with others.
To end the topic, we made our own hologram display and created our own holograms. It was very simple to make
and used minimal resources. It was fun to create our own hologram of images, by using our own bitmoji and our
faces!
Ms Kelly-Ann Taylor
TAS Teacher

Year 11 IPT
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TAS News

Year 7 Gaming into the future
Before Online Learning commenced at Rosebank College a number of classes in Year 7 Technology were working
towards creating a game using a Microbit encased in a console. Lucas Clayton continued working on this task through
out Online Learning. Lucas explains “the purpose of my game is to get your car, represented with a dot, through the
Sophia
Ferrara
traffic jam, which is a line, which comes down from the top of the screen with one gap in it. Every
5th traffic
jam
increases your level and the traffic moves faster, increasing the game difficulty. The ability to move up the screen
closer to the obstacles gains you more points, but with less time for reaction”.
This video link shows Lucas explaining the game.
Mrs Maree Lucas
TAS Coordinator

Olivia Lai

Lucas Clayton
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TAS News
Microbit guitar
Christos Nicolis in Year 7 has completed his Technology Unit
with a musical flare! During the remote learning period
Christos, together with several Year 7 Technology classes
completed the unit called “Game On” which dives into the
world of coding and game console design.
Here Christos has recreated this guitar from cardboard and
other materials but what is most interesting is he has used a
programming code to make it work! He used a microcontroller
called a Microbit which has a microprocessor and numerous
other features to make the guitar play tunes when “virtually
played”. The cables which are visible are attached to a small
speaker which plays the sound by creating an electrical circuit.
Ms Diana Peres
TAS Teacher

Christos Nicolis

Reshelved News
Public libraries are re-opening! See below for revised operational hours for various local councils:
Inner West Council

City of Ryde

Ashfield, Balmain, Leichhardt and Marrickville libraries
will be open:

Ryde, Eastwood, West Ryde, North Ryde Libraries will be
open:

Monday to Thursday: 9am to 7.30pm
Friday: 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday to Sunday: 10am to 5pm
Vulnerable community members:
Tuesday and Thursday mornings: 9am to 10am

Monday to Friday: 10am to 4pm

Canada Bay
Five Dock Library
Monday – Friday: 9:30am to 5pm
Saturday: 9:30am to 4pm
Sunday: 1pm to 5pm
Seniors only: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30am to 11am.

Gladesville Library
Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Thursday: 1pm to 4pm
Friday: 9.00 am to 1.30 pm
Please check the library websites for updates and for
more details.
Miss Hannah Lawrence
Library Manager
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English News
Matthew Platakos in Year 11 has been awarded the 2020 Nan Manefield Young Writers
Award for his poem, “Winter’s Philosophy”. The award was announced on Thursday 28 May
and Matthew received a certificate and an invitation to a Writing Masterclass.
Congratulations to Matthew on this fantastic achievement.
Ms Angela Nuttall
Assistant English Coordinator
Winter’s Philosophy
Autumn’s leaves fall onto the chattering ground,
blanketing all in a multicoloured mother’s quilt
sown with a prayer for the naivety of all children.

This hurricane of lifeless leaves flies higher into the air,
and the angry clouds dine on a feast of foliage,
leaving the forest bare, revealing life beneath.

Merry laughter dashes within and without
the ochre patchwork. An aging sun smiles
upon the wooded scene through

Screams dash within and without the forest as the
children emerge.
Scrambling from the safety of Autumn into the harsh
Winter revelation,
they race through the cacophony towards their safe
haven.

heavenly golden cloud-people, who dance
and dance and dance for the warmth and care
of each and every soul waltzing through youth.
A jig of joyfulness plays faster and faster
like the running mind of a whistling poet
lacerating the page with the pink ink of Autumn.
The fields stretch like a praising poem,
lauding all the joys of life on bent knees
like the boughs of the forests’ twisted trees.
Quietly writhing through the trees from the
evil mien of the west is a serpent of ice.
The old sun, asleep now in the golden blanket of sunset,
has fallen off this earth and leaves the world quiet and
still.
The serpent’s hiss is heard throughout the land as a
cloak of frost heralds the thunder rolling across heaven.
Winter’s new concerto has begun;
new, hideous instruments come from every direction:
rain like bullets and snow like bombs!
The pitter-patter-pitter-patter remorselessly
stabs the earth with an unflinching grudge.
A glissando of thunder runs like reindeer across the
black sky
and the southern wind cleaves through the forest.
Autumn’s leaves wither and rot and rise from their
repose,twirling in a ballet gone awry through the trees.
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The house is a paradise, hardly buckling under the
devilish assault.
The door is open: the soft glow of a warming fire and
a caressing mother's voice beckons them in.
Laughing resumes once the drenched children find
themselves safe,
the door shut tight to ward off the icy spirits.
Thunder strikes overhead, and the children run to the
window,
peeking at the war they had just deserted.
With a twisted mouth made of twigs
and stormy eyes like two June moons,
the Visage of Winter, a spectre of mythologies past,
makes himself seen in the forest scene
as chaos exudes and swirls from his bottled rage.
However, amidst the anger, the children notice
a hint of melancholy in his icy face.
With a little quiver of the branched jaw and a sigh
heavier than the wind,
he looks through the window at the children with a
crooked, sad grin,
and, with a cosmic flash of lightning, the storm with the
atomic heart vanishes
as fast as it appeared - and so Winter has begun.
Matthew Platakos
Year 11

Rosebank Writers has new places available for budding authors!
This is an exciting opportunity to come together with like-minded peers to write, enter serious competitions, and
participate in workshops with published authors.
Workshops are held in Co-curricular time and encourage students to examine the different forms and features of
diverse writing genres and text types, including writing for the media (magazines, film and television). Students will
learn the writers’ tools and how to create realistic and complex characters, settings and scenarios, using increasingly
sophisticated narrative styles.
Students explore how history, myths, legends and popular culture may influence subject matter and personal style,
and how the past and present may be used to express ideas in a new and fresh way.
Students’ involvement in this group will help them develop skills to work independently as a writer, and experiment
with language forms, features and structures engaging with increasingly complex and layered concepts. Encouragement
to take creative risks will be a distinctive feature of the workshops.
Students will be expected to submit to writing competitions for the purpose of building their experience in editing,
and developing and polishing pieces ready for publication. They may also contribute to the annual Rosebank Writers’
Anthology. In 2019, two of our poets were finalists in prestigious poetry competitions, subsequently receiving public
acknowledgement and publication.
So, if you love to write prose, poetry or drama in any genre and would like to apply to become part of the Algonquin
group (Years 11-12), the Socrates group (Years 9-10) or the Bloomsbury group (Years 7-8). Please contact Ms Nuttall
via school email to express your writing interest and experience.
Include a short sample of your writing with your application. Send your sample to: anuttall@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
Note: Current Rosebank Writers’ members who wish to reapply may simply register their interest via email to Ms
Nuttall or Ms Whiticker.
Please note Rosebank Writers is for creative writing only. Analytical writing skills are not taught in this group.
Ms Angela Nuttall
Assistant English Coordinator

Cemetry renovation
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Extended Day Program Online Tutoring
During Term 2 2020, the Extended Day Program will be
facilitating tutoring, with cost effective options for group
sessions and individualised sessions.
Individual and Shared Tutoring session options
include
•
•

•
•

30 minute Individual Tutoring session ($35)
1 hour Shared Tutoring session (shared between
friends for the same subject and of the same
year or family members of different years) ($65
total $32.50 each)
1 hour Individual Tutoring session ($60)
Senior subjects that can be facilitated through
online individualised or shared tutoring sessions
include Standard Mathematics, Advanced
Mathematics, Extension I and Extension II
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Studies of
Religion, Business Studies, Ancient History,
Modern History, Italian, PDHPE, Standard English
and Advanced English

Group Tutoring session options for Year 11
include
•
•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options for year 12
include
•
•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options include
•
•

1 hour Group Tutoring session ($30)
30 minute Shared Tutoring session, maximum of
3 students ($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 7 include
•

Year 7 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Tuesday afternoon, 3:20pm and 3:50pm
($20).

Group Tutoring session options for Year 8 include
•

Year 8 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Thursday afternoon, 3:50pm ($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 9 include
•
•

Year 9 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 9 5.3 Mathematics Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 10
include
•
•

Year 10 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 10 5.3 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Year 11 Standard Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced English Thursday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Standard English Thursday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)

•
•
•
•
•

Year 12 Standard Mathematics Monday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Business Studies Tuesday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Chemistry Tuesday 1 hour session
4:25pm ($30)
Year 12 Legal Studies Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Biology Monday 1 hour session 4:25pm
($30)

To reserve a tutoring time slot please complete the
reservation form. Payment can be organised to be made
weekly or monthly.
Tutoring Term 2 Reservation Form
If you have any questions please contact the Extended
Day Program by phone or email.
Ms Danielle Puhlmann (Extended Day Program
Manager)
Mr Justin Clarkin (Assistant Manager)
Direct: 02 9713 3108
Email: dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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Careers

Open Days & Info Sessions
Avondale | iWeek 10 June, 10:00
am - 23 June, 7:00 pm. Online, find
out more.
AIT | Virtual Open Day 10 June,
5:00 - 7:00 pm. Online, find out
more.
UON | Jobs of the Future:
Computing and IT 11 June, 5:30 6:30 pm. Online, find out more.
WSU | Mid-Year Info Day –
Online 13 June, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.
Online, find out more.
CQUni | Post Year 12 Study
Options Parents Webinar 16
June, 4:00 - 5:00 pm, Online, find out
more.
ACU | Ask an ACU Student
Webinar 16 June, 5:00 pm. Online,
find out more.

Online Agricultural Careers
Expo 2020 23 June, 11:30 am - 1:30
pm. Find out more.
UNSW | Undergraduate Info
and Insights Week 23 June, 6:00
pm - 25 June, 7:00 pm. Online, find
out more.
CQUni | Apply to CQUni
Webinar 22 September, 4:00 - 5:00
pm. Online, find out more.
Workshops & Courses
Torrens | Interactive Online
Workshops. 22 - 25 June. Find out
more.
Academy of Film,Theatre and
Television (AFTT) are offering
HSC Drama Feedback Sessions at
the campus in Surry Hills on Monday
6th July - Friday 10th July: 9am to
5pm. To find our more and register
email info@aftt.edu.au

Scholarships
Larsen Jewellery Design
Scholarship Program. Value:
Talk with Occupational Therapists
and Speech Pathologists - Wednesday, $3,000. Closing Date November 30.
Find out more
17 June at 5pm
ACU Talk with industry series -

Talk with Exercise and Sports
Scientists and Physiotherapists Wednesday, 1 July at 6pm
ACU Passion for Law early entry
into ACUs Thomas More Law School.
Apply for Passion for Law
Passion for Business direct entry
and an early offer into an ACU
Business or Information Technology
course. Apply for Passion for
Business.
ACU - New Courses New degrees
in education, law and philosophy,
exercise science and nutrition. Find
out more.

Westpac Young Technologists
Scholarship, Value: $5,000, Closing
Date – November 20. Find out
more
Choosi Futures Grant Program
offers financial assistance to those
over the age of 18, studying the
health, fitness and medical disciplines
to help them help others lead
healthy lives. Find out more
Competitions
2020 ACMF National
Songwriting Competition is now
open, entries close 3rd August. Find
out more.

Sydney Hammond Short Story
Writing Competition 2020.
Entries are open until Monday 1st
August.
Find out more.
The Little Darlings Youth
Portrait Prize. Entries close 15th
October. Find out more.
Further Learning
Early Entry Schemes | Apply
now
Your Road to Bond University in
2021. Find out more.
10 top Fashion Courses in
Australia
New technologies taking over
the modern tradie’s toolbox.
Find out how technology is changing
the building and design industries.
Traineeships from Real Estate
Institute of NSW. http://reinsw.
canopi.com.au/Training/traineeships
National Marine Science
Centre. Find out more on what you
can study here.
Job Spotlight
How to become a Fashion
Stylist
A career in Freight and Logistics
Apprenticeships and
Traineeeships
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

2020 Lester Prize Youth Award
is open to all High School students
across Australia. Entires close 24th
July. Find out more.
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