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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
While ensuring an intense focus on ‘at-home, online’ learning, we are busily
preparing the College for the return of our students, starting with the
Year 12 cohort on site next week. We acknowledge the ongoing concerns
among our families and are so appreciative of your trust. We will do
everything in our power to ensure a safe and productive learning campus.
Assuming the continuation of Government and Health authority advice,
we will be expecting to prioritise Year 11 students for Week 4. As such,
we ask them to commence preparing for their return on Monday, 18 May
2020. A separate email to Year 11 parents and students will be issued with
further details as soon as possible. The return program for the rest of the
Year Groups will be communicated in the near future. Meanwhile, I ask
that students remain committed to ‘at-home’ learning and contact us if
there are concerns.
During this quarantine period, the College community wanted to reach
out and assist the many agencies who have maintained a service for our
most in need. After consulting with a number of possibilities, we chose
to assist the Exodus Foundation at Ashfield. A reference to this ministry
was featured in the Channel 7 news last week (https://7plus.com.au/sevennews-sydney?episode-id=7NNS20-121). We have been able to provide
three staff members for volunteer work last week and will continue to do
so this coming week. We are grateful to Mrs Leanne Brummell, Mr Vere
Rozario and Mr Tony Panto for their generosity and care in providing this
ministry.
We are so proud of our Year 8 student, Cormac Ryan who last Thursday
was interviewed via Facebook Live by Wheelchair Sports NSW (https://
www.facebook.com/events/159022215538820/). Cormac’s courage,
confidence, wisdom and commitment reflect the attitudes and posture
needed to rebuild our world. Well done!!
I have often found myself stating in recent years that the grandchildren
of our students will one day sit on their laps and ask them to share
their experiences of this remarkable era in the world’s history. Robert
Pondiscio wrote last month in ‘The Lessons That Last in the Time of
Pandemic’: “Trust me on this: There’s a good chance that, years from now, you
will feel a bit sentimental for these weeks spent in social isolation. We’re built
for challenging times. We are writing the stories we will tell our children and
grandchildren. Driving down a suburban street waving to schoolchildren may not
have the historical gravity of landing on Omaha Beach or working on a wartime
assembly line. But when the children of the pandemic are old and grey, they will
reminisce about the time the schools were closed. It will be a warm memory, even
though so many people got sick, lost their jobs, and were afraid. They don’t have
the vocabulary today to describe it, but the lessons will stick and become clearer
in the retelling. It’s about social cohesion, love and loyalty, and how good people
step up when we need them to.”

Georgia Bellero,Year 8,
Online learning

Exodus Foundation, Ashfield

Cormac Ryan

Melanie Modrin,Year 7
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With this in mind, it is important that journal entries are written, conversations are frequent, photos are stored and
reflections are shared to ensure that the essence of our life during these months (and there are undoubtedly many
more to come) is captured.
Living so closely together at home has many advantages but also risks. I have no doubt that many parents are
looking forward to having their children return to productive study at school, as they also prepare to return to their
colleagues at work. One potential risk in being so close together and confined at home is making an inappropriate
comment or insensitive joke, which can make patching things up more difficult. If this occurs, how can we put things
right?
Anna Goldfarb, writing in ‘The New York Times’, suggests that before simply apologising, we may need to assess the
harm. We might think a quick apology will do the trick, but the other person may be angry because our verbal slipup is part of a bigger pattern of thoughtlessness. Rather than saying, “Tell me why you’re mad,” ask, “Please tell me
what I did that harmed you.” It is important not to overdo the guilt trip. There may be a tendency to think, ‘I am
a terrible person’. A better internal dialogue starts with, ‘I’m feeling ashamed, but I can make this better. Everyone
makes mistakes.’ Remember, do not let it fester. Sometimes when we procrastinate on having a difficult conversation,
we end up not having the talk at all which is what actually causes irreparable damage to a relationship.
The key is to resist the tendency to get too defensive (‘it was just a joke’) or to make yourself the victim. We need
to take responsibility. Own what happened, don’t take it lightly, and let the other person have their feelings. It is
recommended to validate the pain. We might say, “My comment was inappropriate and I understand why you’re
upset.” It’s not productive to argue whose version of events is more correct. Memory isn’t a digital recording; it’s an
emotional encoding of an event. Remember to be genuine. A face-to-face apology is ideal provided it comes from
the heart. Body language, facial signals and vocal pitch are all lost in written communication, which makes e-mail and
text messages less than ideal. And don’t say, “I’m sorry if you were hurt”, which distances you from your actions
and can feel hollow to the other person. Do not forget to assure that it won’t happen again. Showing what you
have learned and how you will correct your future
behaviour shows good faith.
In moving on then, and when it’s the right time,
we need to reset. It can be especially important
to have an ‘uneventful interaction’ after a blunder
in case the other person is wondering what the
relationship will look like moving forward. Talk
about normal stuff. It is important for all to let it
go. However, sometimes just a few words can do
irreparable harm. It’s possible the other person
is too hurt to accept your apology, at which
point you should disengage. Try to embrace the
opportunity to understand the other person’s
point of view and how you played a part in
causing it.
As we move forward to rebuilding a new world,
it is important we are in a good space, have
worked on our personal growth, and are in a
good relationship with those we love and those
we serve. May our loving, forgiving God stay with
us and shower blessings on all.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal
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Dates for the
Diary
Sunday 10 May
Mother’s Day
Monday 11 May
Year 12 Return to Rosebank
Wednesday 20 May
P&F meeting (TBC)
Monday 8 June
Queen’s birthday public holiday

In place of Open Day 2020,
Rosebank Announces College Tours
Please click here to join us for a
Tour.

Please send us photos of what
at-home online learning has
looked like in your family for
us to document this time
in Rosebank and Australian
history.
Please email your hi-res images to
newsletter@rosebank.nsw.edu.
au with the names of everyone
pictured in the image.
Also, please indicate if you are
giving permission for this image to
be used either:
a) Within our College community
(including the newsletter, yearbook
and Rosebank archives) OR
b) Within or outside our College
community (including the newsletter, yearbook, newspaper editorial,
external signage, social media and
Rosebank archives).

From the Assitant Principal
Rules, guidelines and protocols govern the way we do things, how we
make decisions and how we live our lives. During these unprecedented
times, more than ever, these three principles are at the forefront of what is
keeping our world as safe a place as possible. However, it takes discipline
to follow rules, guidelines and protocols. Discipline is a powerful tool that
is part of the very fabric of oneself and accessible to us all – if we choose
to step up and challenge ourselves.
Good leaders, no matter what field they choose to work in, exercise
tremendous discipline in order to rise to great heights and achieve respect
and success. This is evident too, in top sports men and women who
choose to make a commitment to living each and every day with discipline,
if they are to reach their goals and achieve their best.
I watched a news report on the weekend in which Olympic hockey player
Jodie Kenny and tennis star Sam Stosur were interviewed about the 2020
Olympic Games being deferred for a year, due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Both athletes are approaching the end of their sporting careers, and yet
both spoke about with positivity and determination about recalibrating
their thought process and training schedules, so that they will compete at
the next Olympic Games no matter when that occurs.
This incredibly strong mindset which they have demonstrated, shows how
successfully they have trained not only their bodies, but their minds, to be
disciplined and focused to ensure positive and self-motivating responses
to set backs. People tend to think of discipline as a negative thing. These
athletes reminded us that it certainly is not – but rather, it is a trait worthy
of great respect.
On many occasions, our Rosebank students show themselves to be shining
examples of what it means to use discipline in order to achieve success,
both in their studies and out in the world through sport, social justice
or cultural participation. Examples of our students displaying incredible
discipline to beat the odds are too many to mention and we have many
students with amazing stories to share about how they have achieved their
goals. Paige Radice, our 2019 College Dux shared with the community at
the beginning of the year, her story about how self-discipline assisted her
in achieving her goals. In fact, if you click through the Newsletters of the
past, student success stories resulting from discipline and determination
appear again and again.
The Principal’s newsletter piece this week introduces some of the recent
tremendous achievements of Year 8 student Cormac Ryan. This is not the
first time we have been inspired by this young man and in these times of
challenge, I feel confident that this second story, which follows Cormac
to Dubai to train with Australian Paralympic Athlete, Madison de Rozario
on the track, is just what we all need to feel inspired: https://youtu.be/
ACPMikAPiZ0
Discipline – hard work – success! Inspirational!
Have a good week.
Mr Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From The Dean of Ministry

Peace and the Good Shepherd

I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep and they know me.
John 10.14
Yesterday, the fourth Sunday of Easter, was Good
Shepherd Sunday, so-called because the gospel is taken
from John 10 where Jesus speaks the words quoted
above. Sitting with this passage yesterday and again
this morning, I kept coming back to the word “know”.
The Good Shepherd “knows” the sheep and the sheep
“know” the shepherd.
Most of us would have heard the throwaway line using
the word “know”, with the rider “in the Biblical sense”
and the suggestion that it has a sexual connotation. This
is another case of a 16th century English translation of
ancient texts attempting to wrap itself around Hebrew
and Greek concepts that often used many words where
in English we use one. And it is a misuse of the text and
a convenient way to avoid looking at just what the text
does say.
The Greek word used is γινώσκω (ginōskō) and it
appears seven times in the New Testament. It means
a knowledge that is gained from perception, reflection
and observation. It also points to wisdom and the selfrevelation of God to those who seek the truth with a
sincere heart. When Jesus said he “knows” the sheep, it
is more than a superficial recognition; it is a penetrative
insight that reads the depths of the heart and soul – it
is knowledge that captures the truth about me. And
when John says that the sheep “know” the shepherd it
suggests a reciprocal knowledge, namely that the believer
has, within their capacity as a human being, the ability
to “know” something of God. Human beings can never
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know God the way God knows us; but human beings can
know God. It is written into our very being. Knowledge
in this context is the reality that God can be known by
me, and I can know God. So the sheep hear the voice of
the shepherd and they do the most natural thing in the
world – they follow the shepherd. As it was and is for
the sheep, so it was and is for me.
Three times throughout the year Benedictine
communities, where ever they may be, read the Rule all
the way through. The latest cycle began last Friday, 1
May. Today’s extract fits beautifully with the call of the
Good Shepherd and as we look forward to celebrating
our Mothers this coming Sunday, these words of Benedict
remind me of my own mother who spent her life seeking
peace and following the Good Shepherd and, with my
father, encouraging her children to do the same.
Seeking workers in a multitude of people, God calls out and
says again: “Is there anyone here who yearns for life and
desires to see good days?” If you hear this and your answer is
“I do”. God then directs these words to you: If you desire true
and eternal life, “keep your tongue from vicious talk and your
lips from all deceit’ turn away from evil and do good; let peace
be your quest and aim.” Once you have done this, my “eyes
will be upon you and my ears will listen for your prayers; and
even before you ask me, I will say” to you: “Here I am”. What
is more delightful than this voice of the Holy One calling to
us? See how God’s love shows us the way of life. Clothed
then with faith and the performance of good works, let us
set out on this, with the gospel for our guide that we may
deserve to see the Holy One “who has called us to the eternal
presence.” (Rule, Prologue 14-21)
Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Ministry

From The Dean of Learning
Curriculum changes for Term 2
As you would expect, the impact of COVID-19 has required some reshaping of the assessment tasks across
the College. Term 2 Assessment Handbooks have been updated to reflect changes to assessment grids where
examination or test type tasks were not able to run. Most of these have now been substituted into a submission
task with some variations of weightings required for future tasks. Parents and students are encouraged to view
these amended documents on the Portal so they are familiar with the assessment program for the remainder of the
academic year.
Previously, parents were advised that NAPLAN examinations for Years 7 and 9 have been cancelled by NESA for
2020. Additionally, parents and students should be aware that the Year 9 and 10 examination blocks in Term 2 have
been replaced with a series of substituted online submission over a slightly longer period of time.
Due to the pandemic requiring changes in the timing of many of the assessment programs, Semester Reports for
Years 7-12 will be slightly delayed. Revised dates and processes for Learning Progress Meetings will be advised shortly.
Year 12 reports will be made available online 12 June.
Unfortunately, the minimum standards testing planned for Year 10 will be postponed until Term 3 with dates to be
advised. Students will still have their opportunity to pre-qualify for the HSC literacy and numeracy standards and
further information will be released closer to the time.
The elective subject procedures for 2021 involving Years 8 and 10 will run on the dates published in the Calendar.
Parents of those year groups will receive further written information in the coming weeks.
Whilst the overall feedback received from online learning has be positive, we are aware of the stress and
inconvenience that it brings to students, parents and teachers. Your support during this period has been thoroughly
appreciated. I would like to draw your attention to the plethora of resources available to students and parents
through the Study Skills Handbook. Many extra tips and strategies on how to make online learning effective have
been added for your convenience. You can find the link to this invaluable resource through the Parent and Student
Portals (under the icon Study Skills).
Mr Grant Murphy
Dean of Learning

Isaac Fitzpatrick,Year 7, at home online learning
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Daniel Bellero,Year 11

Extended Day Program Online
Tutoring

During Term 2 2020 the Extended Day Program will
be facilitating Online Tutoring, with cost effective
options for group sessions and individualised sessions.
Online tutoring is facilitated with voice communication
between the tutors and the students utilising interactive
whiteboards and Google documents to facilitate the
session. If you would like to see how Online Tutoring is
facilitated, please watch this video: Online Tutoring. Our
tutors are very experienced in facilitating the curriculum
requirements, if you would like to know more about
specific tutors for elective and core subjects please call
or email me.
Individual and Shared Tutoring session options
include:
•
•

•
•

30 minute Individual Tutoring session ($35)
1 hour Shared Tutoring session (shared between
friends for the same subject and of the same year
or family members of different years) ($65 total
$32.50 each)
1 hour Individual Tutoring session ($60).
Senior subjects that can be facilitated through
online individualised or shared tutoring sessions
include Standard Mathematics, Advanced
Mathematics, Extension I and Extension II
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Studies of
Religion, Business Studies, Ancient History,
Modern History, Italian, PDHPE, Standard English
and Advanced English

Group Tutoring session options include:
•
•

1 hour Group Tutoring session ($30)
30 minute Shared Tutoring session, maximum of
3 students ($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 7 include:

•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options for Year 10
include:
•
•

Year 7 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Tuesday afternoon, 3:20pm and 3:50pm
($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 8 include:
•

Year 8 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Thursday afternoon, 3:20pm and 3:50pm
($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 9 include:
•
•
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•
•

Year 9 5.2 Mathematics Monday 30 minute
session 3:20pm and 3:50pm ($20)
Year 9 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Year 10 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 10 5.3 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 11
include:
•
•
•
•

Year 11 Standard Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced English Thursday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Standard English Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 12
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Year 9 5.3 Mathematics Wednesday 30 minute
session 3:20pm and 3:50pm ($20)
Year 9 5.3 Mathematics Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 9 5.2 Modified Wednesday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

•
•

Year 12 Standard Mathematics Monday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Business Studies Tuesday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Chemistry Tuesday 1 hour session
4:25pm ($30)
Year 12 Legal Studies Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Biology Monday 1 hour session 4:25pm
($30)

To reserve a tutoring time slot please complete the
reservation form. Payment can be organised to be made
weekly or monthly.
Online Tutoring Term 2 Reservation Form
If you have any questions please contact the Extended
Day Program by phone or email.
Danielle Puhlmann (Extended Day Program Manager)
Justin Clarkin (Assistant Manager)
Direct: 02 9713 3108
Email: dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Reshelved News

Library in Lockdown magazine
While students can no longer come to the library, the library is still coming to our students!
For the duration of this period of self-isolation, library staff are creating a dedicated magazine for Years 7, 8 and 9
students. Each edition contains a combination of information about the library, book recommendations, new e-books,
interesting activities to do from home, videos, competitions and other fun facts.
Each week, we send out the direct link via email, but this can also be accessed via the ‘New Books’ link on the SRSC
page on Exchange.
Massive congratulations to all the students who participated in ‘Pets of Rosebank’ competition over the holidays from
the first edition – it is fantastic to know that it is not just students who have had their nose in a book!
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Miss Hannah Lawrence
Library Technician
Scholastica Research and Study Centre
Rosebank and the P&F are committed to supporting
families and local businesses owned by Rosebank
families who will be trying to strengthen or recommence their activities following this hibernation
period. This is a time where we are asked to think
globally and act locally. Please consider supporting
local businesses owned by Rosebank families. All the
information below has been supplied to the College
by Rosebank parents.
Please click on the link to view Rosebank family
businesses.
If you would like to be considered in this community
service, please complete this form to tell us more
about it.
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Careers

Virtual Open days, Information
Sessions and Further Learning

SAE | Virtual Open Day 21 May 2020, Macquarie University 2020
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Digital Activity Program:

Virtual Careers Information Program
for Term 2

JMC Academy | Online Open Day. 23 Macquarie University Year 12
Information Evening Wednesday 20
May 2020, 1:00 pm
May at 6pm

YouTube Channel: Study & Career
Pathways DBB
Facebook Page: Study & Career
Pathways Information
There will be a livestream of one
Virtual Talk a day 10am - 10:30am
(except for Fridays), from Week 1
through to Week 10 of Term 2.
UOW | HSC Subject Support Series. 4
May 2020, 7:30 pm - 1 July 2020, 7:30
pm
Can’t make a session? Register and
UOW will send you a link to watch it
at a time that suits you.
Virtual Careers Expo 2020. 7 May
2020, 12:00 pm - 8 May 2020, 8:00 pm
The Virtual Careers Expo is
an innovative and interactive
collaboration between Australia’s
major tertiary education providers,
designed to showcase the wide range
of options available to students as they
prepare for life after school.
Crimson Education | Hustling in High
School – How to create a LinkedIn
profile and actually use it!. Online 10
May 2020, 2:00 pm - 2:30 pm
AFTT | Online Open Day. 12 May
2020, 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
AIE | Open Day – Now Online. 16 May
2020, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Torrens | Virtual Open Day. 19 May
2020, 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Notre Dame | Medicine Information
Webinar. 19 May 2020, 6:00 pm - 7:30
pm

HSC & Beyond Virtual Careers Expo. Macquarie University ONE27 May 2020, 9:30 am - 31 May 2020, ON-ONE CONSULTATIONS
2:00 pm
(PHONE + ZOOM) Contact
Mon – Fri 8.30am to 5.30pm to
chat with Call: 02 9850 6767 Email:
ACU | Talk with Business
Professionals Online. 2 June 2020,
futurestudents@mq.edu.au
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm
Macquarie University Q & A SERIES
every Tuesday and Thursday at 4pmACU | Talk with Lawyers Online. 3
5pm, commencing Tuesday 12 May.
June 2020, 5:00 pm - 5:45 pm
UCAT & Undergraduate Pathways
into Medicine
FREE Live-online Webinar is on again.
5 May 2020, from 6.00pm – 9.00pm

MACQUARIE LEADERS AND
ACHIEVERS Applications will open
on Monday, 1 June with our Contact
Centre able to provide application
support from 1 May.

UNSW Year 10 Subject Selection Eve- EducationUSA - Virtual U.S. College
Fairs Prospective students will
nings. Tuesday, 5 May
have an opportunity to learn about
studying in the United States.
Macquarie University Year 10 Subject
Selection Evening Wednesday 6 May
ACU Community Achievers
at 6pm
Program
Business Cadetships – extended Due to COVID-19 social distancing
deadline for applications
protocols, we understand most
The Program provides cadets with an people are not able to volunteer
opportunity to launch their career
right now and students should not
in business or in technology. The
let current restrictions deter them
deadline for both the Application
from applying. Applications for the
Form and School Assessment is the
2021 CAP program will open on 1
same date: now Friday 22 May.
May 2020. Applications for the 2021
CAP places will close: North Sydney
UNSW Law Admission Test
– 9 September, Strathfield – 16
(LAT) Information Evening
September. Apply here
Join the livestream on Thursday, 7
May to find out everything you need CQUniversity - Online Resources
to know about the LAT.
for Students and Parents
USYD Undergraduate Events.
Career in Games & Film, Open Day
The USYD Outreach Team online
Online - Academy of Interactive
resources to help keep your students Entertainment 16 May.
informed during this difficult time.
Torrens University Australia prides itself on providing courses that directly
prepare students for the workforce.
Courses available include business,
nursing, health, design, or education.
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Virtual Work Experience
Virtual Work Experience
InsideSherpa virtual work experience programs and internships from a huge variety of companies.You don’t need any
prior experience to sign up to one of their programs, and they are totally free.
CSIRO Virtual Work Experience
Pinsent Masons Virtual Work Experience
SkillsRoad 360 Virtual Workplace
Job Spotlights
Study Work Grow Job Spotlights showcasing a different job and the skills and pathways you need to get there.
Becoming a Commercial Pilot: New Webinar Available on-demand, this 24 minute presentation discusses the pathways
to becoming a commercial pilot, and the career opportunities such a qualification offers.
Joining the Army Reserves. Being a reserve means you only work part-time in the army, navy or air force, while still
receiving training and benefits.You get to choose how many days you serve per year, giving you the flexibility to fit in
other commitments.
For further information on any of the above, please contact Mrs Angela Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@rosebank.
nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@rosebank.nsw.edu.au

ParentWise
Strengthening your
relationship with
your teenager
FREE Parenting Course

Registration is essential

ParentWise is a six-week parenting course
for parents and carers of 12-17 year olds.

To make an enquiry, call 02 8571 7800 or
email: reception@goodshep.org.au

The program supports parents and carers
to better communicate and strengthen
their relationships with adolescents.

Program Details
WHEN:

ParentWise provides you with

TERM 2, 2020

• Strategies to connect with your
adolescent based on their stage of
development.
• The skills to identify and set appropriate
limits and boundaries.
• Knowledge and understanding of
various parenting styles.
• Tools to effectively communicate with
your adolescent.
• The opportunity to share experiences
and ideas with other parents and carers.

5:30pm – 7pm
Wednesdays
20 May to 24 June, 2020

WHERE:
Via Zoom through an invitation weblink

“I now have a better understanding why my
teenager acts and feels the way they do.”
“ParentWise helped me feel more confident
in my choices as a parent.”
Quotes from parents
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