GAZETTE
From the Principal

VOLUME NO. 15 – 25 MAY 2020

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
We were so happy and relieved to see our Years 7 and 8 students arrive
this morning. After progressing through our entry procedures, which assist
to set expectations and reinforce sound advice of checking safe distancing
and good hygiene, they quickly resumed their regular routines of face-toface learning. We are now reviewing transport and travel experiences this
morning to assess the areas of need for the remaining part of the week.
We are all aware that we are living in a COVID - 19 world and will
continue to do so for the months ahead. While maintaining our
commitment to assessment, hygiene, response and tracking, we also
need to be prepared for what may occur. We are reviewing our incident
management protocols in the event we may need to vacate and or close
the campus at short notice. To ensure that we are ready and prepared for
this unlikely event, we will be sending out to families soon a list of what
information will be shared and how it will be transmitted, how students
will be cared for and where they will be supervised in preparation for
collection. The continuing priority will be the safety and wellbeing of all
students, staff and visitors.

Welcome Back Years 7 and 8

With these arrangements in place, we will continue to ensure that quality
learning remains our core focus.
Among the many impacts of the current pandemic, and its social and
economic impact on essential services, that are of huge importance and
concern is the demise of our public interest news supply line. We know
that this phenomenon is not solely due to COVID-19 with The Australian
Newsroom Mapping Project reporting 157 newsrooms having closed
temporarily or permanently since January 2019. However, this pattern
has certainly been accentuated more recently with two regional and
community newspaper giants, Australian Community Media and News
Corp Australia suspending the printing of tens of non-daily publications
and Bauer Media pausing the publication of seven fashion, lifestyle and
celebrity magazines, all with the related stand downs of many staff.
This crisis is not new. Paul Murphy, president of Media Entertainment and
Arts Alliance explains the Coronavirus “brought to a head the underlying crisis
in the industry” driven by the decline in the share of advertising for news
companies in Australia. “I think most major media organisations are reporting
bigger audiences and people are relying on trusted news sources – but the
revenue just doesn’t follow”.
While many are hoping that the accelerated shift to digital media may be
the future, one wonders what the closure of BuzzFeed News in Australia
and the online news site 10 Daily may be signalling. I would think that every
citizen of a democracy should be most alarmed at these trends. While it
is hoped that government intervention may assist in subsidizing our local
press and that the high profit generating digital platforms such as Google
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and Facebook may be forced to compensate news media companies for using
their content, will this be enough? Will changing/adapting the business plan and
levelling the playfield save our news?
Why might this disruption matter to us? Allan Fells, chairman of the Public Interest
Journalism Initiative, explains that “public interest journalism is an important part
of our community and our political system. It keeps the public informed; it helps the
community keep an eye on what governments, courts and others are doing; it’s an
antidote to corruption, malpractice and incompetence in management of the public
sector and whistleblowing in the private sector.” There are many concerns that during
these current crises, while citizens are distracted and worried, governments
around the world and here in Australia will use the opportunity to accelerate
their reform agendas without due process and or consultation. There has never
been a more important time for the role of strong political oppositions and
public interest journalism.
We have been reminded during this collapse, that the media has its own agenda:
It is in the business for profit. Like any business, it speaks to its supporters. It
concentrates on audience building for its own sake. It directs its advertisements
to the advertiser's selected audience, and it selects its music and its programs on
the basis of what its base will bear.
Further, we have had, until recently, the appearance of reasonable diversity.
However, in reality, perhaps not. In the case of broadcast news, all stations run at
O’Connor House
the same time every night and - with few exceptions for soft news stories - dish
out the same headlines mainly sourcing from the same agencies. Sr. Joan Chittister,
a Benedictine sister of Erie USA, claims we have reached this dilemma by breaking
down what should be public information into a hundred different pieces, each
of which will publicize what it pleases and ignore what it does not. Alvin Toffler,
the futurist of the '80s and '90s, promoted the concern of the demassification of
culture. Joan explains that the problem is that, “when you break down anything into
its smallest parts, like political news, you break off a piece of the civic culture with it.
Year 10 Maths
Until eventually, you don't have a culture - a universal understanding of an idea, a goal,
an identity…”. There is no doubt that our journalists are committed, but few are
given enough time to explain to us just what this particular proposal, that policy,
this piece of legislation will do for us. And if not, how will the average person
know what is actually contained in any bill? What will be its effects on the rest of
the country? And what will this year's proposals mean to the development of the
whole country rather than to just a few?
Year 11 Biology
Sr. Joan observes, “The effects of it are clear:Too much media may well be as bad as
too little, if it's not done right. And even worse, when nobody is getting the real messages
about anything from any central point, just exactly how many definitions of ‘our culture’
can we bear? How much news turns out to be propaganda?”
For democracy to work we must have a responsible and free press. However,
we also need to ensure we develop citizens who want to know and seek ‘the
whole picture’ and are confident to demand the information required for true
understanding. Further, we need citizens that exhibit skills of analysis and who
become good ‘lie detectors’.

Year 12 Biology

In my early years, I studied and worked as a consultant in media education. As a
College, we are obliged more than ever, to revisit the early pioneering work of
the 80’s and apply it to the current curriculum.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal
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Rosebank Mothers’Year 11 Physics

Dates for the
Diary
Monday 25 May
Years 7 and 8 return to school
Wednesday 27 May and
Thursday 28 May
Uniform Shop open 12pm -4pm
Friday 5 June
World Environment Day
College is closed
Monday 8 June
Queen’s birthday public holiday
Friday 26 June
Term 2 ends
Monday 20 July
Term 3 commences
Friday 7 August
Benedict Day

A Friendly Reminder to Parents
of Year 12 Students
Don’t forget to book your tickets to
the Year 12 Graduation Dinner.
Thursday, 24 September at 7.30pm
At Le Montage, Lilyfield
Tickets are $135.00 each
(3 course meal)
https://www.trybooking.com/BISKA
Bookings close 2 June 2020.
We look forward to seeing you all
there to celebrate the achievements
of our Year 12 students.

From the Assistant Principal

National Sorry Day (Tuesday, 26 May) and Reconciliation Week (27 May –
3 June):
In a time when the nation is rallying together to ensure that we look after
not only ourselves, but each other, when we are being asked as a global
community not to assign blame, but to support each other in healing, when
political instability and threats to democracy once again begin to appear in
the headlines, it is apt that this week we recognise as Reconciliation Week.
We are reminded about the importance of recognising and righting the
wrongs we see around us and about how important it is to allow people
the chance to heal, if we are to move forward as a community and as a
country. We are reminded to take a good look at our own lives, and to
be honest about where we might be excluding others because of their
differences – differences in their appearance, their social standing, their
culture, their gender or the language they speak. Are we embracing of all?
It is also important that we find ways to work through the hurt caused
to ourselves, when we are the ones excluded or rejected. Being able to
work to understand and forgive others is a difficult but critical part of any
reconciliation process.
As a country, it is just as important for us to know our history and
recognise and understand where hurt has and still exists and how
reconciliation continues to shape our land and all its people.
On the 26 May 1997, the landmark Bringing Them Home report was
tabled in federal parliament. This report documented the findings of
the ‘National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children from Their Families’. On 26 May 1998, the first National
Sorry Day was held to commemorate the anniversary of the report and
remember the grief, suffering and injustice experienced by the stolen
generations.
This year Reconciliation Australia marks twenty years of operations in
shaping Australia’s journey towards a more just, equitable and reconciled
nation. This important work has bought about greater acknowledgement
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rights to land and sea; and an
embracing of stories of Indigenous success and contribution.
As always, we stand on the shoulders of those who came before us and
Australians now benefit from the efforts and contributions of people who
remain committed to reconciliation. It is extremely apt that the 2020
theme for the twentieth anniversary is “In this together”.
And being ‘in this together’ is a good reminder that we need to please
respect local residents and access to their properties. The College
continues to receive calls from members of the local community about
the lack of courtesy being shown during student drop off and pick up
times. We once again remind parents to be mindful of where they are

stopping and/or parking their cars and to always show
consideration to our neighbours. Please do not park
across driveways at any time. Be mindful that many
of our neighbours are currently working from home
and need to feel confident that they can leave and
return to their homes at any time of day, without any

inconvenience. I trust that you can do your bit to help
the College continue to build a positive relationship with
our community, exercising common courtesy, empathy
and consideration at all times.
Mr Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From The Dean of Ministry
Peace and Lectio Divina

Throughout the Rule there are seven specific references
to Lectio Divina. Benedict places such importance on
guided, prayerful, reflective and nourishing reading that
several hours of each day are set aside for it. In a premodern society where literacy was rare and books even
rarer, Benedict’s emphasis on reading is very significant.
Structured reading of the Scriptures and “good books”
joined with regular conversation with learned and wise
seniors in the community, the practice of deep listening in
prayer and the liturgy, would provide the monastic with
a sound and healthy foundation for life in the community.
The practice of lectio is part of the rhythm of Rosebank
that continues to grow and, like a fruitful vine, extend
throughout the school community. How are we to
proclaim Christ if I do not seek to know him? And how
will I come to know him better? Through his Word and
the words of those who love him.

•

Values the greater good of the community – puts
others before self;

•

Grows in awareness of the sources of stress,
conflict and abuse of power and seeks to “hone
skills that enable and empower community”;
“sees the Holy in others”;

•

Yearns to develop the skills of community building;

•

Is open and honest, shying away from taking sides
and playing games;

•

Is a deep listener, comfortable with meaningful
silence;

•

Takes the rhythm of the community seriously
whether it is for meals or prayer;

In recent weeks the Good Samaritan Oblate group based
at Glebe has been reading Laura Swan’s (2005) Engaging
Benedict. Although we cannot meet in person, sharing
learning and insight continues through the internet.
Sitting at home yesterday and spending time reading and
pondering the chapter set for our lectio was a fruitful
and engaging process. I share the thoughts I wrote down
because, as is so often the case, Benedict’s wisdom and
insight into human nature and the Christian journey,
show the wisdom and insight of the Holy Spirit.

•

Places the Opus Dei above all else and structuring the day around it and not the other way
around;

•

Is open to serve as well as be served;

•

Opens the heart to grow towards being a Senpectae; (a wise mentor)

•

Has self-knowledge, accepts guidance and wants
to love those who seek to guide;

•

Values faithfulness to promises made;

•

Seeks balance in a wholistic living of life.

As we prepare to celebrate Pentecost next Sunday
and bring the season of Easter to a close, let us pray
for one another that wherever we are and wherever
our community is, we may continue to grow into more
authentic and joyful Christians.
Chapter 2 – Benedict’s Good Monastic
The more I read the Rule, the more I discover the
truth of what Laura Swan says about how Benedict’s
wisdom has come from “hard, painful experience”. (25)
Authentic growth comes from solid reflection and honest
evaluation of life experience which comes from living
with and among other people in one or other intentional
collections that become communities. I wondered at the
whole idea of community and came to think that what
distinguishes a “community” from other organisations is
intentionality – I want / am called /need to be with this
group.
I found Swan’s list of qualities of the “good monastic”
helpful and reassuring. (33-36)
The Good Monastic
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In this list of qualities, I can see no exclusivity, only
inclusivity. These qualities apply as much to a cloistered
contemplative as to a long-haul truck driver as to a
secondary school teacher as to a prime minister if it is
the seeking after God that is at the heart of their life.
And I think community is a word that needs rescuing
from so much contemporary misuse. I think Benedict’s
understanding of community and the raw reality of
the ongoing creation of community throughout life is
a far more honest and realistic
grasp than what is so often
touted in other places. Genuine
community comes not only with
common purpose, but a common
willingness to live, grow and
change in the loving company of
others who seek to help me live,
grow and change.
Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Ministry

Reshelved News
Welcome back to years 7 and 8!
The library is ecstatic to be welcoming back our Years 7 and 8 students from today.
In the interest of safe distancing and hygiene, the following operational changes will be in place for the foreseeable
future:
·

Furniture will be set up to accommodate safe distancing requirements.

·

All library returns will be cleaned and quarantined according to the standards of the Department of Education.

·

All books that are used in the library are to be set aside in marked boxes for cleaning and quarantine.

·

All touch screens will be unavailable and students must use their own Surface Pro to access Destiny (library
catalogue).

·

Students are encouraged to be highly selective about the books they remove from the shelves and should
consider using Destiny to access the synopsis of fiction before pulling it from the shelves.

Students are welcome to utilise the ‘Hold’ function in Destiny to reserve books that will then be available to pick up
from the circulation desk.
Wellbeing e-book collection now available
eWheelers has generously supplied Rosebank with a one month
trial to its Wellbeing collection.
This collection features a mix of titles in both e-book and audio
formats designed specifically to support students’ mental health
and develop positive coping skills.
This collection is accessible through eWheelers on the SRSC
page on Exchange or HERE until 18 June.
Public library services – borrowing now available from some
councils
As COVID-19 restrictions begin to ease across NSW, public library
services are recommencing some operations which were previously
prohibited.
Most excitingly, some councils are now permitting a service that
allows its residents to access library books. Please see below for
details related to local councils who are providing these services:
·

Inner West Council: Click and Collect available from
designated branches. Click HERE for more information.

·

City of Ryde: The Library2U service allows for contactless 		
delivery of up to ten books to your home address.
Click HERE for more information.

·

City of Canterbury-Bankstown: Click and Collect available 		
from designated branches. Click HERE for more information.

Miss Hannah Lawrence
Library Manager
Scholastica Research and Study Centre
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Students in Library

Year 12 Maths

20% of every Membership sold
goes to support Rosebank College

First Day back for Years 7 and 8

Year 11 Biology

Support Rosebank Family Businesses
Rosebank and the P&F are committed to supporting
families and local businesses owned by Rosebank
families who will be trying to strengthen or recommence
their activities following this hibernation period.
This is a time where we are asked to think globally and
act locally. Please consider supporting local businesses
owned by Rosebank families.

Please click here
to view Rosebank family businesses.
All business information has been supplied to the
College by Rosebank parents. If you would like to be
considered in this community service, please complete
this form.
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Extended Day Program Online Tutoring
During Term 2 2020, the Extended Day Program will be
facilitating tutoring, with cost effective options for group
sessions and individualised sessions.
Individual and Shared Tutoring session options
include
•
•

•
•

30 minute Individual Tutoring session ($35)
1 hour Shared Tutoring session (shared between
friends for the same subject and of the same
year or family members of different years) ($65
total $32.50 each).
1 hour Individual Tutoring session ($60).
Senior subjects that can be facilitated through
online individualised or shared tutoring sessions
include Standard Mathematics, Advanced
Mathematics, Extension I and Extension II
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Studies of
Religion, Business Studies, Ancient History,
Modern History, Italian, PDHPE, Standard English
and Advanced English.  

Group Tutoring session options for Year 11
include
•
•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options for year 12
include
•
•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options include
•
•

1 hour Group Tutoring session ($30)
30 minute Shared Tutoring session, maximum of
3 students ($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 7 include
•

Year 7 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Tuesday afternoon, 3:20pm and 3:50pm
($20).

Group Tutoring session options for Year 8 include
•

Year 8 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Thursday afternoon, 3:50pm ($20).

Group Tutoring session options for Year 9 include
•
•

Year 9 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 9 5.3 Mathematics Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 10
include
•
•

Year 10 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 10 5.3 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Year 11 Standard Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced English Thursday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Standard English Thursday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)

•
•
•
•
•

Year 12 Standard Mathematics Monday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Business Studies Tuesday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Chemistry Tuesday 1 hour session
4:25pm ($30)
Year 12 Legal Studies Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Biology Monday 1 hour session 4:25pm
($30)

To reserve a tutoring time slot please complete the
reservation form. Payment can be organised to be made
weekly or monthly.
Tutoring Term 2 Reservation Form
If you have any questions please contact the Extended
Day Program by phone or email.
Ms Danielle Puhlmann (Extended Day Program
Manager)
Mr Justin Clarkin (Assistant Manager)
Direct: 02 9713 3108
Email: dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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Careers
Open Days & Info Sessions
CQUni | STEPS Information
Session Online 29 May, 9:30 10:30 am, Find out more.
CQUni | TAFE Information
Session Online 2 June, 10:00 11:30 am, Find out more
CQUni | Virtual Open Day, 1
August, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Online.
Find out more.
University of Sydney | Year 10
Information Session
2 June, 6:00 pm - Register
4 June, 6:00 pm - Register
University of Sydney | Year 12
Information Evening. 9 June, 4:00
- 7:00 pm, Find out more.
ACU | Talk with Exercise
Scientists and Physiotherapists
Online, 1 July, 6:00 - 7:00 pm, Find
out more.
NIDA Virtual Open Day June
20th. FInd out more and register
here.
Macquarie University Key Dates
and Events Year 12 Information Evening
Wed 20 May, 6.00pm
Q&A Series Every Tues & Thurs in
Term 2, 4.00pm
Macquarie Leaders and
Achievers Early Entry Scheme
Webinar Monday 1 June, 5.00pm
1 on 1 Consultations Students
can book a 30 min phone or Zoom
consultation
Open Day Saturday 15 August

Workshops & Courses
UCAT 2020 entry exam will be
going ahead as scheduled in July.
Find out more. MedEntry UCAT
Bootcamp programs are available
here.

Scholarships
The Commonwealth
Scholarship Program for Young
Australians, Find out more
Competitions
Front Page Schools
Competition, Find out more and
enter here. Entries close Friday
28 August.
Aesthetica Creative Writing
Award 2020, Find out more and
enter here. Entries are open until
Saturday 31 August.
Reedsy Weekly Writing Contest,
Check it out here: https://blog.
reedsy.com/creative-writingprompts/

Your Path to UTAS in 2021, Get
your application in here and find out
more here.
Work Experience
University of Sydney Chemical
Engineering Work Experience,
Applications close Monday 3 August.
Learn more
Resources
The benefits of Networking
Are you OK? | Looking after
your mental health
COVID-19 Student Stories, Take
a look at the video here.
Job Spotlight
How to become a Writer
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Further Learning
ADF Gap Year Program 2021 plenty of available positions but time
is running out to apply. Find out
more information and how to apply
here.
10 free online courses for
students
New UAC EAS Categories, find
out more about how to apply for
EAS on UAC’s website here.

Uniform Shop
This week, the Uniform
Shop will be open
Wednesday 27 May 12-4 pm
Thursday 28 May 12-4 pm
Fittings are available by
appointment. Please phone
9713 3121 for a fitting
appointment.
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