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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
We were delighted to welcome our Year 11 students back today
along with the Year 12’s and those involved in accelerated courses.
I am not sure if it was just me, but one could feel a change in
the air on the weekend. It was like a veil was being lifted off the
community and a brighter, lighter, more hopeful era was about to
emerge. We saw children and grandchildren visiting grandparents,
people venturing to bars and restaurants, friends gathering for the
first time in months. While we are still on high alert and are asked
to be very careful - not complacent - we are certainly in a different
space facing different issues. Initially, the only issue was the health
crises and rightly so. We placed the value of life fundamentally
above all else. However, we know that hibernation has equal and
complimentary crises – one that will undoubtedly last as long as
the first and perhaps longer. The economic and social costs are
difficult to comprehend. The price of both is heart breaking.
Rosebank continues to monitor its families and reminds all
to approach us confidentially for support if needed. We are
in this for the long haul and we are in this together. Previous
correspondence (located in the Parent Portal) outlines the many
services we have created to ensure that ‘no stone is left unturned’.
The metaphor of war has been used by many commentators. My
father and mother both lived through World War 2 - one here
in Australia (my father immigrated between the wars) - and my
mother often recalled the ruthless daily bombardment of her
home and island country of Malta. I would listen to their stories
of survival and hardship with admiration and gratefulness that they
both survived.
For students of history, the end of the Second World War was
both a great turning point in history and a massive human tragedy
that traumatised millions and marked a time of huge change in our
society and in the wider world. The post war period was also a
fiercely contested arena of power, territory, debt and hardship.
Michael Morpurgo’s writing in The Sunday Times reminds us that
the pandemic we are now living through is, in its own way, likely to
be just as tragic, just as life changing. We need to be prepared for
that if we are to make the best of the new world we will be living
in. We can and must learn much from history, and look forward to
creating a better world.
Similar to after the Second World War, we will have an economy in
crises and we will be reeling from the trauma and grief. However,
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we will have learnt what our predecessors learnt: that community is
every bit as important as the individual — indeed, that the individual
is lesser without it; that we all need one another; that those who
look after us are precious, never to be taken for granted again; that
everyone really does and must matter.
There are forces at play that want the ‘old order’ to return. We
see this in many ways, including the growing local and international
power and nationalist politics. Countering these traditional forces,
we are also seeing the growth and strengthening of newer players.
For example, the software company that is saving the sanity of
many of us during the pandemic, Zoom, has a market value of USD
$49B making the company now worth more than the world’s 7
largest airlines. Further, the five big technology companies (Apple,
Amazon, Facebook, Google and Microsoft) in the USA are now
worth 20% of the entire S&P 500. We are seeing transformations
everywhere. Fortune magazine has declared that the current crisis
has ‘accelerated the shift to stakeholder rather than shareholder
capitalism’. That is us!!!
I agree with Michael Morpurgo who, in hearing that some can’t wait
for everything to get back to normal, exclaims, “No!! Normal won’t
do. Surely out of all of this must come a moment of hope for humanity,
that we can gather ourselves to create a world community and learn now
to live together more equitably, in peace, in harmony with one another and
our planet”.

Year 12 Students

Year 12 Students studying

Our parents, grandparents and great grandparents rose out of the
ashes of war and built the world anew. Among these was a renewed
education system. Our ancestors did not get everything right after
that war, but they tried, and so can we.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal

Year 12 Biology
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From the Assistant Principal
Dates for the
Diary
Monday 18 May
Year 11 return to school
Wednesday 20 May
P&F meeting cancelled
Thursday 21 May
Uniform shop open 12 - 4pm
Monday 25 May
Year 7 and 8 return to school
Friday 5 June
World Environment Day
College is closed
Monday 8 June
Queen’s birthday public holiday
Monday 20 July
Term 3 commences
Friday 7 August
Benedict Day

A Friendly Reminder to Parents
of Year 12 Students
Don’t forget to book your tickets to
the Year 12 Graduation Dinner.
Thursday, 24 September at 7.30pm
At Le Montage, Lilyfield
Tickets are $135.00 each
(3 course meal)
https://www.trybooking.com/BISKA
Bookings close 2 June 2020.
We look forward to seeing you all
there to celebrate the achievements
of our Year 12 students.

On Friday, we took a special moment to acknowledge the tremendous
contribution which our Support Staff makes to the success of the College,
as we recognised World Support Staff Day. This team of staff has been
keeping the cogs turning throughout the COVID crisis and it is largely
thanks to their efforts and support, that the transition to offsite learning
and now getting us back on site, has been as smooth and effective as it has.
The College continues to pick up pace, with the return of the Year 11
cohort today. The Year 11 and 12 students currently on site, are also
joined by a number of accelerated students from other Year groups, adding
to the increased level of energy felt across the College.
We have reminded our students to ensure that they continue to follow
the guidelines around safe distancing and good hygiene, now that they
are back at school. It will be hard to break old habits, or fight an instinct
to ‘high-five’, give a friend a hug, or share a water bottle, but it is vitally
important that we do so. These changes in behaviour need to be adopted
by everyone, if we are to keep each other safe.
Parents are asked to remind their children of how important these safety
requirements and guidelines are, now that they are leaving the small,
social circle of the family home and beginning to expand their interactions
across a greater number of people each day. We should all be communityfocused and mindful that the students and staff around us all deserve
consideration and the opportunity to give their own health and wellbeing
top priority. This is especially important for those members of the College
community who live with a compromised immune system. We need to
protect each other. So think about how your own actions can impact
those around you. There has never been a better time to practise putting
others first.
With the Year 10, 11 and 12 Learning Progress Meetings (LPM) moving to
an online format, we won’t have the opportunity to catch up in person
with parents just yet. However, the College expectation that parents and
their children participate in the LPMs, remains the same. Please ensure
that you continue to check your emails for updates and links over the next
few weeks.
There have been a number of date changes and cancellations of events
needed to be made on the College calendar, in order to accommodate
the restrictions and guidelines resulting from the pandemic. Importantly,
this includes an amendment to the start date for Term 3, which is
Monday, 20 July 2020. Please be mindful that updates to the calendar
will no doubt need to continue over the coming months, so make sure you
view the latest version of the calendar via the Parent Portal:
https://portal.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/publiccal/
The P&F meeting scheduled for 20 May has also needed to be cancelled.
However, parents will be sent a link to access the information which
was to be shared at that meeting. We thank the P&F for their show
of appreciation for our staff, as we were last week all presented with a
voucher for a takeaway coffee – just what we needed – thank you!
Mr Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From The Dean of Ministry
Peace and the last weeks of Easter

One of the blessings that Covid-19 brought in its wake has been an enforced slowing down of life in most
respects. “Blessing” did you say? Yes. Over these weeks of Easter time when we are encouraged to keep
singing Alleluia with gusto, even at home, Sunday’s gospels have presented us with a series of blockbuster
statements. In amidst the anxiety and worry over aspects of life that rightly concern me and those around
me, I have, in quieter moments, heard another voice. It is the voice of the Holy Spirit - I hope. Here are
some of the words I have heard, sat with and pondered.
I am the Good Shepherd … I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows
me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep.
(John 10.14-15)
Do not let your hearts be troubled. You trust in God, trust also in me.
(John 14.1)
I am the Way, I am Truth and Life.
No one can come to the Father except through me.
If you know me, you will know my Father too.
From this moment you know him and have seen him.
(John 14.6-7)
In all truth I tell you, whoever believes in me will perform the same works as I do myself,
and will perform even greater works, because I am going to the Father.
(John 14.12)
If you love me you will keep my commandments.
I shall ask the Father,
and he will give you another Paraclete
to be with you forever, the Spirit of Truth …
(John 14.16)
I will not leave you orphans, I shall come to you …
(John 14.17)
And just to drive the message home, the ancient tradition of the church in its official prayer has this reading
from St Paul every Monday morning of the Easter season.
It is on your lips, it is in your heart, meaning by that the message of faith which we preach. You
can find salvation, if you will use your lips to confess that Jesus is the Lord, and your heart to
believe that God has raised him up from the dead. The heart has only to make confession, if
we are to be saved.
(Romans 10.8-10)
If I believe that God is still working purpose and goodness through all creation even when it seems the
opposite, then surely the words of Jesus offer me great hope and consolation. And if I follow the advice
given by St Benedict to spend time in lectio, sitting with the Word, listening to the Word, allowing the Word
to re-create me, then I have no reason to be afraid.
May it be so for all of us.
One of the many signs of the goodness of God is in the enthusiasm and hope expressed by our students.
Last week we welcomed Year 12 back to school. On Friday quite a few got back into the “thick of it” in
a lively and energetic time in our faith sharing group. Mr McCaughan, Assistant Dean and member of the
Ministry Team, has a passion for sharing his joy of the Gospel with our young people. His comments on
Luminos echo great hope, joy and confidence that eventually, in God’s good time, “all will be well”.
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He writes: With Year 12s returning to school, so did Senior Luminos. Thirty students from a variety of
religious views and practice turned up to discuss the meaning of 'Discipline' from an academic, physical, and
moral perspective. The youth group continues to attract a wide cross-section of the student body, who
continually demonstrate that they are open to being challenged and directed in their life. The Year 12s are
showing wonderful leadership to the community in that regard!
May our good God continue to bless and keep us in these last days of Easter joy, and may we continue to
be neighbours and friends to one another.

Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Ministry

Years 11 and 12 return to Rosebank
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Reshelved News

Premier’s Reading Challenge update
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, the Premier’s Office has announced amendments to the 2020
Premier’s Reading Challenge. This is due to Covid-19 and the difficulty for some students with accessing reading
materials.
The changes for the 2020 Challenge are as follows:
·

Students are able to read 10 personal choice books - an increase from five.

·

Students will be able to include books on their reading records that they read collaboratively as a class, in per
son or online with their teacher or at home with their parents/carers.

·

Students who complete the Challenge in 2020 will be able to count this towards cumulative awards.

·

Students who do not participate in the Challenge in 2020 will not be disadvantaged in the receipt of cumulative
awards.

·

The Challenge will include Year 10 students in 2021 to allow all students the opportunity to meet the gold and
platinum certificate and Challenge medal requirements.

The SRSC has been receiving many student queries over the past couple of weeks specifically relating to how to add
the Bonus Choice Books into the reading record. This process is different from adding your regular five choice books.
You can add Bonus Choice Books to a Student Reading Record by searching for “Bonus
2020” either on the main search page or in
the ‘add choice book’ tab. Five records bearing this title will appear (see image), and they
can be added in lieu of adding the actual titles
of the books they read.
Any further questions should be directed to
the library at srsc@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
Happy reading!
Please note: the library will be open
from 8am to 4pm in Week 4.
Miss Hannah Lawrence
Library Manager
Scholastica Research and Study Centre

Christopher Maait

Michael Fisher teaching his parents how
Fletcher Onley, home school learning - Year 8 to create a virtual background on Zoom
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Year 12 Visual Art

Year 12 Handball

Support Rosebank Family Businesses
Rosebank and the P&F are committed to supporting
families and local businesses owned by Rosebank
families who will be trying to strengthen or recommence
their activities following this hibernation period.
This is a time where we are asked to think globally and
act locally. Please consider supporting local businesses
owned by Rosebank families.

Please click here
to view Rosebank family businesses.
All business information has been supplied to the
College by Rosebank parents. If you would like to be
considered in this community service, please complete
this form.

Year 12 Industrial Technology
7

Extended Day Program Online
Tutoring

During Term 2 2020 the Extended Day Program will
be facilitating Online Tutoring, with cost effective
options for group sessions and individualised sessions.
Online tutoring is facilitated with voice communication
between the tutors and the students utilising interactive
whiteboards and Google documents to facilitate the
session. If you would like to see how Online Tutoring is
facilitated, please watch this video: Online Tutoring. Our
tutors are very experienced in facilitating the curriculum
requirements, if you would like to know more about
specific tutors for elective and core subjects please call
or email me.
Individual and Shared Tutoring session options
include:
•
•

•
•

30 minute Individual Tutoring session ($35)
1 hour Shared Tutoring session (shared between
friends for the same subject and of the same year
or family members of different years) ($65 total
$32.50 each)
1 hour Individual Tutoring session ($60)
Senior subjects that can be facilitated through
online individualised or shared tutoring sessions
include Standard Mathematics, Advanced
Mathematics, Extension I and Extension II
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Studies of
Religion, Business Studies, Ancient History,
Modern History, Italian, PDHPE, Standard English
and Advanced English

Group Tutoring session options include:
•
•

1 hour Group Tutoring session ($30)
30 minute Shared Tutoring session, maximum of
3 students ($20)

•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options for Year 10
include:
•
•

•

Year 7 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Tuesday afternoon, 3:20pm and 3:50pm
($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 8 include:
•

Year 8 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Thursday afternoon, 3:20pm and 3:50pm
($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 9 include:
•
•
•
•

Year 9 5.2 Mathematics Monday 30 minute
session 3:20pm and 3:50pm ($20)
Year 9 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Year 10 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 10 5.3 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 11
include:
•
•
•
•

Year 11 Standard Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced English Thursday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Standard English Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 12
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options for Year 7 include:

Year 9 5.3 Mathematics Wednesday 30 minute
session 3:20pm and 3:50pm ($20)
Year 9 5.3 Mathematics Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 9 5.2 Modified Wednesday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

•
•
•

Year 12 Standard Mathematics Monday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Business Studies Tuesday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Chemistry Tuesday 1 hour session
4:25pm ($30)
Year 12 Legal Studies Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Biology Monday 1 hour session 4:25pm
($30)

To reserve a tutoring time slot please complete the
reservation form. Payment can be organised to be made
weekly or monthly.
Online Tutoring Term 2 Reservation Form
If you have any questions please contact the Extended
Day Program by phone or email.
Danielle Puhlmann (Extended Day Program Manager)
Justin Clarkin (Assistant Manager)
Direct: 02 9713 3108
Email: dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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Careers

Virtual Career Expos
InspirED's HSC & BEYOND VIRTUAL CAREERS EXPO
30th and 31st May 2020, 9.30am
Register here: https://inspired.edu.
au/hscbeyond/
Careers Expo 2020 Online Video
Seminar Programs
These will be available until Monday
5 June 2020.
HSC and Careers Expo website
Click this link
Type in the username: seminaraccess
Type in the password: Euug853ux
(case sensitive i.e. capital E)
Western Sydney Careers Expo
website. Click this link
Type in the username: seminaraccess
Type in the password: Euug853ux
(case sensitive i.e. capital E)
Open Days & Info Sessions
Discover Western: Online
Information Session May 19, 2020
04:00 PM
Year13 Careers Expo 18 May
2020, 8:00 am - 22 May 2020, 8:00
pm

Early Childhood Teaching
Careers with Future Tracks 22
May 2020, 11:00 am

Scholarships
UTS | IT Scholarships 18 June
2020, 4:00 pm

AIE | Online Experience Day 23
May 2020, 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

University of Sydney Roy
Frederick Turner AM
Scholarship
This scholarship assists disadvantaged
students to undertake a degree
leading to eligibility to practice law.
Value: $7,000. Open/Closing Dates:
June 1, 2020 – December 31, 2020

UTS | Intro to Civil and
Environmental Engineering 25
May 2020, 4:00 pm
UTS | Intro to Data Engineering
26 May 2020, 4:00 pm
UTS | Intro to Mechanical and
Mechatronic Engineering 27 May
2020, 4:00 pm
UTS | Intro to Flexible
Engineering 28 May 2020, 4:00 pm
UTS | Intro to Information
Systems 2 June 2020, 4:00 pm
ACU | Talk with Occupational
Therapists and Speech
Pathologists Online
17 June 2020, 5:00 pm - 5:45 pm

Make Your Move – International
Freight,Transport & Logistics 19
May 2020, 11:00 am
University of Sydney | Year 10
Information Webinar 20 May
2020, 12:30 pm
UTS | Intro to Games
Development 20 May 2020, 4:00
pm
Macquarie University | Year 12
Online Information Session 20
May 2020, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
UTS | Intro to Software
Engineering 21 May 2020, 4:00 pm

Macquarie University | Q&A
Series
Every Tuesday and Thursday starting
Tuesday 12 May, 4pm-5pm
Workshops & Courses
Whitehouse Institute of Design
| Image Styling & Photography
Workshop
13 July 2020, 10:00 am - 17 July 2020,
3:00 pm

University of Sydney Civil
Engineering Undergraduate
Equity Scholarship
To encourages disadvantaged
students to undertake undergraduate
study in civil engineering at the
University of Sydney.Value: $6,000.
Open/Closing Dates: August 1, 2020
– October 31, 2020
Further Learning
Education at ACU in 2021
From 2021, ACU will be offering
their new Bachelor of Education
for you to study at any of their
campuses.
Resources Want to study
Medicine at University?
How to become a Web Designer
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Fee-Free Short Courses at TAFE
NSW
Learn Something New with
Skillshare
Skillshare is an online learning
platform filled with hundreds of
classes for creatives.
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