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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
In spite of all our distancing, I think most families have managed to gather
(either face to face or virtually) to celebrate Mother’s Day. To all our mothers,
we again say thank you for the extraordinary gifts you share with us each day.
We are so glad to have regathered our Year 12 students today. Daniel Persons
in ‘I See Education and Humanity in ‘Full Bloom’ in my Covid-19 classroom’, writes
“Distance learning requires us to be humans in an inhuman situation. We can’t
simply provide lessons and assessments; we have to bridge this digital gap and carry
some sense of humour and goodwill and community through the cold wiring. If we’ve
succeeded in even a modicum of that task, we owe that to the success in the months
prior when we created something special. A school family. A community that could rely
on itself, that could flourish even in isolation.”
Our Benedictine Sisters of Erie in the United States (after which the Erie
building was named) remind us that community is an important gift that
Benedictines model to the world—even in a time of pandemic. Until recently,
monastic community only existed when strangers went to monasteries to seek
God, but in the past weeks, we are inhabiting virtual worlds. With many asking,
‘what will be the new normal in all aspects of life and work’, the Sisters ask, ‘is
community possible in our virtual realities?’
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First day with our Year 12
Students back onsite

Crises have a tendency to pull everything forward. Humans have demonstrated
consistently, through the thousands of years of evolution, their adaptability. In
this, they have invented technology and then harnessed its power to achieve
so much more. However, there has been a great cost to this unfettered
development (particularly by the more developed countries) and, in these more
recent times, we have certainly been forced to ask, ‘have we gone too far or too
fast’. Should we re-evaluate the costs, the methods and the true impacts of our
decisions and move towards restructuring what we do so we can continue to
harness intelligence and innovation for the sustainable good of all and not just
the privileged few?
To do this, we need stable and consistent forms of Government to establish and
promote the common good. We need democratic decision-making ensuring
that all is arranged so the ‘strong’ are challenged and the ‘weak’ have nothing
to fear. We need to promote accountability of our institutions. For example, a
decade of bickering about Government support for telehealth was swept away
in a matter of days.
We need strong, humble and consultative leadership. We need economic
systems that place a value on all resources. In particular, the basics of clean
water, energy, medical support, food and the environment. We need the
development and deployment of sophisticated technology to assist in the
growth of sustainable solutions resulting in equitable benefits. We need the
preservation and promotion of cutting-edge sustainable writing (both fiction
and journalism) to ensure that social discourse is informed and inspiring. We
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need the promotion of the aesthetic (Art, Drama, Music, Design etc.) that
inspires, confronts, affirms and promotes hope.
As we restart and manage a safe and productive economy, the world
is facing “the biggest global event and challenge of our lifetimes” along
with a huge reported debt of over $86,000 per person in the world. We
need to be alert to greed: the ‘opportunists’ and forces that privilege the
more powerful. We need to engage in ongoing debates and be vigilant in
managing the trade-off between personal safety, security and privacy.
In moving forward, balancing the necessary tendency for conservative
strategies with a proactive seeking of openings and possibilities amidst
the chaos, we expect a resetting of priorities in our community and we
commit to doing our own personal growth work (character, relationships,
morals, values) in this journey. We have learnt in these months that there
is much we do not need, and we have come to value again much of what
we have often taken for granted.
In this epoch of changing times, we are blessed to be part of this unique
journey. Perhaps we should follow the message of Jesus, interpretted by
Ghandi - we need to be the change we wish to see.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal

A Friendly Reminder to Parents of Year 12 Students
Don’t forget to book your tickets to the Year 12 Graduation Dinner.
Thursday, 24 September at 7.30pm
At Le Montage, Lilyfield
Tickets are $135.00 each (3 course meal)
https://www.trybooking.com/BISKA
Bookings close 2 June 2020.
We look forward to seeing you all there to celebrate the
achievements of our Year 12 students.
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Dates for the
Diary
Monday 11 May
Year 12 Return to Rosebank
Thursday 14 May
Uniform shop Open 12 - 4pm
Monday 18 May
Year 11 return to school
Wednesday 20 May
P&F meeting (TBC)

From the Assitant Principal
This morning, as our Year 12’s returned to the College, along with a
number of our accelerated students studying Year 12 courses, it was great
to see some movement back in the corridors. The chatter, the laughter
and the buzz let us all know that we are starting to get our community
back together onsite. There is no doubt, however, for some, return to
school may bring with it feelings of anxiety. Students and parents should
take comfort knowing our team of incredibly resilient staff are available
to offer support and guidance as we transition back. I also have no doubt,
that our senior students will step up and lend their own hand to helping
the less confident members of the community, as watching them arrive on
site this morning, with patience, positivity and a calm maturity, made me
feel extremely proud. We hope that this demonstration of selflessness
and respect for not only themselves but for the students and staff around
them, filters through the other Year groups as they start to return.

What a unique opportunity Mother’s Day brought with it for all of us this
year, as no doubt, more than ever, mothers across the globe were owed
a special debt of gratitude for the additional burden of keeping families
safe and households’ full of children, entertained, fed and home-schooled!
Whether you were lucky enough to spend time with your mum in person,
Monday 8 June
or had to settle for a bunch of flowers passed through a window, or a
Queen’s birthday public holiday
now commonplace Zoom catch up, we hope that the day reminded you
of how much our mothers and the other significant women in our lives
do for us. It also reminded me about how important it is that we make
the time to really connect with the people who have given so much of themselves to make us who we are. And not
just our mums, but the many old folk who live in ‘isolation’ every day, of every year, sometimes forgotten, sometimes
just without any family. I hope when this virus has passed us by, we remember how it felt not to be able to see our
loved ones, or to go outside and enjoy our surrounds when we wanted to. We need to make the time to be less selfserving and more available and willing to go and spend time with those who wait so eagerly for a visit.
Friday 5 June
World Environment Day
Day-in-lieu

I had the chance to spend a bit of time with my own mum on Sunday and we both felt so uplifted after this visit,
having spent so much time keeping out of close contact. Our time together made me reminisce on years gone by
and how many times my mother has said the word “don’t” in her life.
“Don’t throw the ball in the house”,
“Don’t forget to ring your sister, it’s her birthday”,
“Don’t you think you should rather…”.
Lots of “don’ts” have been for my own good – teaching me, guiding me, moulding me. However, as I have gotten
older I have noticed that her “don’ts” now push and encourage me and are filled with a positive challenge.
“Don’t let that stop you”,
“Don’t worry about what other people think”,
“Don’t doubt yourself”,
“Don’t regret not doing...”.
And as she always has been – mum is right. So my “don’t” this week for you all is:
“Don’t take your mum for granted, don’t forget to hug her when you can and say thank you – she’s earned it!”.
For those who may have missed it on Friday, here is the link to Rosebank’s 2020 Mother’s Day Liturgy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meAVMzdA9rc
Mr Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From The Dean of Ministry

Peace and getting “back to [a new] normal”
Shortly after I arrived at school this morning I heard a sound I had not heard for over a month – the sound of young
people laughing and making teenage noise! And it was wonderful to hear. Through their bubbling energy, infectious
laughter, boisterous activity and openness to life, our young people so often remind me of the eternal youth of God
who also bubbles with energy, laughs infectiously, makes boisterous activity and is open to all life. As Australia and
so many other parts of the world make the first steps towards to a return to something familiar, predictable and
“normal” is the youthful God of life inviting me to not so much “return to the familiar” as to “embrace a newness of
being”?
Over the weekend, a report in The Australian set out statistics taken from internet searching across the country.
Among the “usual suspects” of games, all the ‘how to’ pages and gardening advice, was a selection of headings related
to meditation, mindfulness and spirituality. I forget the numbers cited, but the figures were significant and while I do
not expect these searches will necessarily translate into making connection with religious bodies, I think it does point
to a desire and longing to connect with the deeper realities and purposes of human living. The anonymity of the
online world also allows many people a freedom to search that is not often found in the person to person world. I
think it also points to a loss of familiarity and contact with people and communities who are at home in the realms of
the spirit and engagement in the practices of prayer and meditation.
It made me wonder if the enforced stillness and silence that many of us lived with during the restrictions opened
some doors within our minds that stillness and silence were perhaps missing, and being forced to endure them might
not have been a bad thing. Benedict, not surprisingly, had some wisdom to offer on this point.
In chapter six of the Rule, Benedict writes about silence after the last liturgical act of the monastic day. Silence was
to be observed until the next morning and could only be broken for a serious reason. Benedict was not opposed
to people talking; he was opposed to people misusing speech thereby causing harm to themselves, others and their
relationship with God. Benedict comments: there are times when good words are to be left unsaid out of esteem for
silence. For all the more reason, then, should evil speech be curbed so that punishment for sin may be avoided … (RB 6.2-3)
Andrew Marr comments on Benedict’s words by helpfully distinguishing between resentfully keeping one’s mouth
shut and not speaking, and silence. The first is simply being quiet and saying nothing and not listening to the other
person because my own internal chatter takes up all the space. The second is the posture of listening because my
inner voice is still along with my outer voice. Benedict is reminding us that in order for us to learn from another, we must
listen to that person. It is not possible to listen to another if we are doing the talking or if our hearts are burning hot within us,
ready to burst into angry speech. We must stop talking before we can listen. (Tools for Peace, 2007, p82)
Silence was also kept during meals and during work periods unless it was necessary to speak. Benedict teaches
several major concepts in the few words of this chapter. Firstly, silence is not absence; it is really about being
present to God and to one another
in an attitude of open listening –
what you have to say / do / be is
important. Secondly, silence demands
I be still and let go of distractions,
diversions and putting what I do
above everything and everyone
else. As though to drive the point
home, Benedict says very clearly in
the opening lines of chapter 43: On
hearing the signal for an hour of the
Divine Office, monastics will immediately
set aside what they have in hand and
go with utmost speed, yet with gravity
and without giving occasion for frivolity.
Indeed, nothing is to be preferred to the
Work of God. (RB 43.1-3)
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Commenting on this chapter Joan Chittister tells us:
There is nothing more important in our own list of important things to do in life than to stop at regular times, in regular ways
to remember what life is really about, where it came from, why we have it, what we are to do with it, and for whom we are to
live it. No matter how tired we are or how busy we are or how impossible we think it is to do it, Benedictine spirituality says,
Stop. Now. A spiritual life without a regular prayer life and an integrated community consciousness is pure illusion. (Rule of
Benedict: A Spirituality for the Twenty First Century 1993, pp198-99)
I wonder if I can embrace a new way of being in this time of a “new normal” with enforced slowdown and distancing.
I wonder if I can learn to listen in the stillness that opens me to the voice of the Other as was proclaimed in the
gospel for today – Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter:
Anyone who loves me
listens for Christ with the ear of their heart;
allows Christ to speak in the silence of their inner self
will keep my word
will discover and come to know Christ the Way, the Truth and the Life
and my Father will love them,
the Holy One will be made known to them
in the same way the Holy One knows Christ,
the Way the Truth and the Life
and we shall come to them
and make a home in them
The Holy One and the Word,
will be present in me in the same way they are present to each other. (John 14.23)

Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Ministry

Year 12 Industrial Technology
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Happy Mother’s Day
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Reshelved News
As the senior students start their transition back into face-to-face learning, SRSC staff have been busy preparing the
space to reflect safe distancing and hygiene requirements.
Until otherwise noted, the following operational changes will be implemented for the health and wellbeing of all our
patrons:
·

Furniture will be set up to accommodate safe distancing requirements.

·

All library returns will be cleaned and quarantined according to the standards of the Department of Education.

·

All books that are used in the library are to be set aside in marked boxes for cleaning and quarantine.

·

All touch screens will be unavailable and students must use their own Surface Pro to access Destiny (library
catalogue).

Students are encouraged to be highly selective about the books they remove from the shelves and should consider
using Destiny to access the synopsis of fiction before pulling it from the shelves.
Destiny is accessible from the SRSC page on the Rosebank Portal.
Students are welcome to utilise the ‘Hold’ function in Destiny to reserve books that will then be available to pick up
from the circulation desk.
We look forward to welcoming back our Year 12 students and we appreciate the efforts made by all students and
staff in ensuring that the library can continue to be enjoyed by all of us.

Please note: the library will be open from 8am to 4pm in Week 3.
Miss Hannah Lawrence
Library Manager
Scholastica Research and Study Centre
Book Room Blurb
The Book Room is looking forward to welcoming students back to school. It has been very quiet without you!
Book Room staff hope during this time of self-isolation
and home schooling you have had the opportunity to
reflect on your self worth, the importance of family &
friends and have taken time for relaxation and looking
after your physical wellbeing.
May I remind students to be prepared when returning
to school to pack your novels in your backpack ready to
be returned to the Book Room. Remove post-it-notes,
bookmarks and please check if you have written your
name in the grid.
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REMEMBER SAFE DISTANCING RULES WILL
APPLY WHEN VISITING THE BOOK ROOM.
REMEMBER TO USE THE HAND SANITISERS
PROVIDED THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL.
The Book Room is open Monday to Friday 8am to
3.15pm.You can visit before school, recess or lunch time
if you have any issues.
Can’t wait to see you again.
Mrs Sharon Gasparinatos
Book Room Manager

Languages News
Bringing Italian Online Learning to Life!
The Year 7 Language students are currently studying a Culture and Literacy unit. This unit covers a
wide range of areas such as: The Italian Lifestyle, Food and Traditions such as The Carnevale of Venice
(Il Carnevale di Venezia).
Students were asked to watch a video on how to make a pizza and create a recipe card. Billy O’Brian
from 7F took his learning to the kitchen, succeeding in making his family a pizza!
Additionally, students learnt about Italian traditions, in particular: Il Carnevale di Venezia. Emilia Ferrigo
from 7F took a break from the screen and made her very own venetian mask!
Billy O’Brian 7F - Pizza

Emilia Ferrigo 7F - Venetian Mask

Bravi!
Mrs Maria Philpotts
Italian Teacher

Support Rosebank Family Businesses
Rosebank and the P&F are committed to supporting
families and local businesses owned by Rosebank
families who will be trying to strengthen or recommence
their activities following this hibernation period.
This is a time where we are asked to think globally and
act locally. Please consider supporting local businesses
owned by Rosebank families.

Please click here
to view Rosebank family businesses.
All business information has been supplied to the
College by Rosebank parents. If you would like to be
considered in this community service, please complete
this form.

Rosebank Mothers
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Extended Day Program Online
Tutoring

During Term 2 2020 the Extended Day Program will
be facilitating Online Tutoring, with cost effective
options for group sessions and individualised sessions.
Online tutoring is facilitated with voice communication
between the tutors and the students utilising interactive
whiteboards and Google documents to facilitate the
session. If you would like to see how Online Tutoring is
facilitated, please watch this video: Online Tutoring. Our
tutors are very experienced in facilitating the curriculum
requirements, if you would like to know more about
specific tutors for elective and core subjects please call
or email me.
Individual and Shared Tutoring session options
include:
•
•

•
•

30 minute Individual Tutoring session ($35)
1 hour Shared Tutoring session (shared between
friends for the same subject and of the same year
or family members of different years) ($65 total
$32.50 each)
1 hour Individual Tutoring session ($60)
Senior subjects that can be facilitated through
online individualised or shared tutoring sessions
include Standard Mathematics, Advanced
Mathematics, Extension I and Extension II
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Studies of
Religion, Business Studies, Ancient History,
Modern History, Italian, PDHPE, Standard English
and Advanced English

Group Tutoring session options include:
•
•

1 hour Group Tutoring session ($30)
30 minute Shared Tutoring session, maximum of
3 students ($20)

•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options for Year 10
include:
•
•

•

Year 7 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Tuesday afternoon, 3:20pm and 3:50pm
($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 8 include:
•

Year 8 Mathematics Group Tutoring 30 minute
sessions Thursday afternoon, 3:20pm and 3:50pm
($20)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 9 include:
•
•
•
•

Year 9 5.2 Mathematics Monday 30 minute
session 3:20pm and 3:50pm ($20)
Year 9 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Year 10 5.2 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 10 5.3 Mathematics Monday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 11
include:
•
•
•
•

Year 11 Standard Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced Mathematics Tuesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Advanced English Thursday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 11 Standard English Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

Group Tutoring session options for Year 12
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Group Tutoring session options for Year 7 include:

Year 9 5.3 Mathematics Wednesday 30 minute
session 3:20pm and 3:50pm ($20)
Year 9 5.3 Mathematics Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 9 5.2 Modified Wednesday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)

•
•
•

Year 12 Standard Mathematics Monday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced Mathematics Friday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Advanced English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Standard English Wednesday 1 hour
session 3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Business Studies Tuesday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Chemistry Tuesday 1 hour session
4:25pm ($30)
Year 12 Legal Studies Thursday 1 hour session
3:20pm ($30)
Year 12 Biology Monday 1 hour session 4:25pm
($30)

To reserve a tutoring time slot please complete the
reservation form. Payment can be organised to be made
weekly or monthly.
Online Tutoring Term 2 Reservation Form
If you have any questions please contact the Extended
Day Program by phone or email.
Danielle Puhlmann (Extended Day Program Manager)
Justin Clarkin (Assistant Manager)
Direct: 02 9713 3108
Email: dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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Careers

Virtual Open Days
& Info Sessions

Southern Cross University |
Online Info Session 12 May, 5:00
pm, Online. Find out more.
University of Newcastle |
Parents Info Session Online 13
May, 6 - 7 pm. Online. Find out
more.
Notre Dame | Getting to Know
Nursing Webinar 14 May, 5 - 6
pm, Online. Find out more.
ACAP | Experience ACAP –
Criminology 14 May, 2:00 pm,
Online. Find out more.
ACAP | Experience ACAP –
Psychology 19 May, 2:00 pm,
Online. Find out more.
ACAP | Experience ACAP –
Counselling 20 May, 2:00 pm,
Online. Find out more.
CQUniversity | Virtual Open
Day 1st or 15th August , 9:00 am 12:00 pm,
Online. Find out more.
CQUniversity l Book A
Conversation. Students are able to
book to talk with a team member
InspirED's Free HSC & Beyond
Virtual Careers Expo On May
28-31 & June 25-28, 2020, students
& parents can meet with university
ambassadors & advisors via live chat,
video & virtual booths. Register here.
Year 13 Digital Career Expo 1822 May. Find out more and register
here.
Workshops & Courses
Contemporary Music
Workshop Online at Sydney
Conservatorium 4 June, 4 - 6pm,
Online.
Find out more.
Billy Blue | School Holidays
Workshop 11 July, 9:00 am - 3:00
pm, Billy Blue College of Design,
Ultimo
Find out more.

Event Foundation Online Short
Course is designed for those with
an interest in events who might be
considering event management as a
career option. Find out more and
enrol here.
The Amazing Face: A 14-day
Dive into Portraiture Join the
course here.
Competitions
STUFFit Student Film
Competition Find out more and
enter here.
Poetry Object Competition
Australian students or young people
(aged 18 and under) or accredited
teachers are invited to enter.
Entries are open until Friday 22
May. Find out more and enter here.
2020 Big Science Competition
is open to students in years 7-10.
Registrations for the online
competition close on Friday 15
May. Find out more and enter here
Careers & Jobs
A Day in the Life of Your Dream
Career - video resources you can
use to see what life is like in different
careers, and help you decide
whether or not it could be the job
for you.
Australian Signals Directorate
(ASD) For students interested
in cyber security, mathematics,
computing or engineering. Apply
now for ASD's work experience
program at the Australian Cyber
Security Centre in the second
half of 2020. View ASD's student
opportunities.
Defence Force Work Experience
Program - find out more here.

Further Learning
Early Entry to Macquarie
University. Find out more about
early entry here.
Thinking of Becoming an
Electrician? Working as an
electrician involves having a good
knowledge of mathematics. NECA
has provided a variety of practice
aptitude tests you can take. Find
them here.
Medicine at UNSW Take a look
at the guide here.
Australian National University
have made changes to their
admissions process for 2021 Find
out more here.
Resources
The Gap Year Guide Find out
more here.
9 quick tips to make life at
school easier in 2020
6 alternative study tips
7 brain boosting snack foods
Job Spotlight
How to become a Call Centre
Agent
Don’t forget you can check out Job
Spotlights to find out more about
careers.
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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