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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of
Rosebank,
I trust that the start of a period of
hibernation for your family has not been
too difficult. There is no doubt that we
Australians love our freedom and our
outdoors, particularly during April and May
so for many, being asked to stay indoors is
not easy.
We also know that the worst of the
pandemic is yet to come so staying safe and
isolated has never been more important.
We will run classes as normal from Period 1
on Monday, 6 April 2020 to the end of lunch
on Wednesday, 8 April 2020. After lunch, we
will stream an Easter service to students and
parents followed by a few announcements.
The school will then cease for the Autumn
break. Details of the viewing link for the
online service will be sent soon.
As we are in this now for quite some time,
we will structure some more breaks during
Term 2 to assist with engagement and lessen
monotony.
This week, the advertisement for the
recruitment of the next Principal of
Rosebank College was published. We pray
that many are inspired to apply.
I am most grateful to our staff who are
committed to making the best of the
challenges and who continue to maintain
enthusiasm and purpose. If you have
any concerns, please let your House
Coordinator know. Although we are
separated, our services do not cease but
instead take on a new form.
There are so many wonderfully inspiring
thoughts, songs and reflections circulating.
One that has caught my attention is a prayer
from Christine Valters Paintner of the Abbey
of the Arts: https://vimeo.com/404108104.

Year 12 Major Works

Dates for the
Diary
Wednesday 8 April
Easter Liturgy
End of Term

Sunday 12
April
Easter Sunday

Thursday 9 April
Holy Thursday

Tuesday 28
April
Term 2
Commences

Friday 10 April
Good Friday
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Praise Song during the Pandemic
Praise be the nurses and doctors,
every medical staff bent over flesh to offer care,
for lives saved and lives lost, for showing up either way,
Praise for the farmers, tilling soil, planting seeds so food can grow,
an act of hope if ever there was,
Praise be the janitors and garbage collectors, the grocery store clerks,
and the truck drivers barrelling through long quiet nights,
Give thanks for bus drivers, delivery persons, postal workers,
and all those keeping an eye on water, gas, and electricity,
Blessings on our leaders, making hard choices for the common good,
offering words of assurance,
Celebrate the scientists, working away to understand the thing that plagues us,
to find an antidote, all the medicine makers,
praise be the journalists keeping us informed,
Praise be the teachers, finding new ways to educate children from afar,
and blessings on parents holding it together for them,
Blessed are the elderly and those with weakened immune systems,
all those who worry for their health,
praise for those who stay at home to protect them,
Blessed are the domestic violence victims, on lock down with abusers,
the homeless and refugees,
Praise for the poets and artists, the singers and storytellers,
all those who nourish with words and sound and colour,
Blessed are the ministers and therapists of every kind, bringing words of comfort,
Blessed are the ones whose jobs are lost, who have no savings,
who feel fear of the unknown gnawing,
Blessed are those in grief, especially who mourn alone,
blessed are those who have passed into the Great Night,
Praise for police and firefighters, paramedics, and all who work to keep us safe,
praise for all the workers and caregivers of every kind,
Praise for the sound of notifications,
messages from friends reaching across the distance,
give thanks for laughter and kindness,
Praise be our four-footed companions, with no forethought or anxiety,
responding only in love,
Praise for the seas and rivers, forests and stones who teach us to endure,
Give thanks for your ancestors,
for the wars and plagues they endured and survived,
their resilience is in your bones,
your blood, Blessed is the water that flows over our hands and the soap
that helps keep them clean, each time a baptism,
Praise every moment of stillness and silence,
so new voices can be heard, praise the chance at slowness,
Praise be the birds who continue to sing the sky awake each day,
praise for the primrose poking yellow petals from dark earth,
blessed is the air clearing overhead so one day we can breathe deeply again,
And when this has passed may we say that love spread more quickly than any virus ever could,
may we say this was not just an ending but also a place to begin.
I look forward to catching up on Wednesday at the Easter service.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal
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From The Dean of Ministry
Peace in Discontinuity
There is a strangeness in the air; a discontinuity; as
though a thread has been broken and we are caught
betwixt and between without really knowing the whys
and wherefores. Whether it be wearing masks to the
supermarket, fighting the urge to buy more “just in
case”, being upset that my established routines are
disjointed and being shocked into the awful discovery
that life as I have known it all my life is faced with the
very real prospect of unravelling before reforming into
something quite different. And in all of that I have been
confronted every day with the truth of my mortality and
the attendant truth that one day I will die. It is scary;
unnerving; and what has, for me, been the observed
history of “other people”, not “this person”.

I have also come to believe that God speaks to me in
all moments of my life, and I listen in a few of them,
am vaguely aware of it in a few others, and blissfully
unaware most of the time. In the chapter the Grace of
Discontinuity, Casey writes that much of our life is spent
in a state of inattention. In fact the saddest of lives is
surely one where a person is alive for years, but has
no consciousness of being attentive to anything other
than the biological, no awareness of a reality beyond the
immediate here and now, and no interest in seeking to go
beyond what they believe they know. As soon as I sense
a movement that stirs me from these postures towards
a deeper “something” and if I embrace the risk to look
over the edge, I begin to change; I begin a conversion.

Yesterday Western Christians in Australia, and so
many other parts of the world, marked Palm Sunday,
the beginning of Holy Week and the days of journey
with Jesus into the darkness of suffering, through the
emptiness of loss, and into the bright splendour of
resurrection. And we marked it at home, with our
families or alone. I cut some palms from a neighbour’s
tree and went online to YouTube and found a video
where I learned to make palm crosses. After a few
clumsy starts, I made enough to put behind my crucifix
and favourite ikons, and a few to keep for friends. It
helped me find some familiar ground as I pondered the
scripture readings of yesterday’s liturgy. It was a moment
of grace.

Without wanting to sound pompous, I wonder if this
pandemic that has turned us all on our heads, cannot
become an opportunity to see with fresh eyes. I have
no doubt that God is speaking words of mercy and
compassion through so many people of good will at this
time. And I also have no doubt that one of those words
of mercy and compassion is also the invitation to return,
to come home, to experience what has been meant for
us since the foundation of the world - a love beyond
words and measure, that is eternal, and to be drawn into
the very nature and life of God’s own self.

Some months ago several friends recommended Michael
Casey’s book “Grace - on the journey to God”. I had
already become something of a dedicated fan of Casey
after hearing him speak at BENeT last year and then
reading “The Road to Eternal Life” his commentary
on the Prologue of the Rule of St Benedict. It left me
wondering why I had not come across his work before.
If Fr Michael wrote detective and crime fiction I may have
discovered him earlier, but I digress! I have been relishing
and savouring “Grace” as one of my Lenten books.
Unlike many books I read and then pass on to others,
“Grace” will stay on my bookshelf. You will have to buy
your own!
So why write a column about my Lenten reading habits?
Quite simply, Michael Casey’s exploration of the spiritual
life through the lens of grace has opened my eyes, my
mind and my often hard heart, to hear, again, the good
news of the outrageous claim that Christianity makes and
is found in the scriptures in 2 Peter 1.4, that I am called
to be a sharer, a partaker in nothing less than the very
nature and life of God.

Michael Casey uses the steps taken from St Aelred of
Rievaulx (1110-1167) to outline how we are drawn to
conversion and change. Each involves a discontinuity
with what went before.
1. A moment of interruption so significant that I
cannot ignore it. I may not necessarily act on it,
but I will never forget it.
2. An attraction to goodness found in another
person. I am attracted by a force that can be
without any perceived rational explanation, other
than a profound feeling of wanting what that
person has or is. Again, I may not act on it, but I
will never forget it.
3. Discovering wisdom, and sometimes in the
strangest of places. It can be through a person
whose counsel I trust or it could be something
that to others appears so banal as to “fly under
the radar”. And it is so often the case that the
wisdom given confirms something that is already
there, but I have not noticed.
4. And the moment of greatest discontinuity - crisis.
Fr Michael’s words are far better than mine.
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Finally, God can speak to us through disaster, when the order we have so rigorously imposed on our life is lost and
we are left to pick up the pieces. Bereavement, loss of employment, family break-up, serious illness, accidents, even
grave sins - these can in a single day destroy the lives we had, and precipitate us into irretrievable crisis. Like Humpty
Dumpty, we find everything is broken; it is almost impossible for us to put the pieces back together in the same way
they were, and so we have to create a new and, perhaps higher integration of the elements of our life. In the process,
we develop a new self-image and, maybe, a new social identity. Despite being overwhelmed by what seems to be a
tragedy, this is, in reality, an opportunity to be liberated from the staleness that was beginning to mark the previous
stage of our life and to venture into unexplored territory. (p9)
Across the archdiocese this Holy Week and Triduum the Cathedral and at least twenty-five parishes are livestreaming the liturgies. This link takes you to the website of the archdiocese.
Channel Seven will live stream the Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday and the Mass of the Resurrection on
Easter Sunday from St Mary’s Cathedral. The Holy See also live streams all the Liturgies with Pope Francis. And from
St Patrick’s Sutherland, Mr McCaughan’s brother Father Daniel will celebrate the Liturgy for these days of awe.
Finally, let us join in prayer for one another, all who love us, and all whom we love.
Almighty and eternal God,
our refuge in every danger,
to whom we turn in our distress;
in faith we pray
look with compassion on the afflicted,
grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners,
healing to the sick, peace to the dying,
strength to healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders
and the courage to reach out to all in love,
so that together we may give glory to your holy name.
Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
And in the certain hope of the resurrection of Christ whose life-giving death has given us the gift of eternal life here
and now, may you and all you love experience the unspeakable joy of Easter.

Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Ministry
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CAPA News
During this period of remote learning we have had to switch many of our practical classes around so that students
can still experience the thrill of practical work. Along with our Photographic and Digital media students we
have asked that Year 7-10 experiment with using their phones and cameras if they have them, to investigate the
work of artists like Henri-Cartier Bresson and Olive Cotton. They have been asked to emulate the style of these
photographers and set up shots in sometimes limited environments. The results have been extraordinary. The
standard of artwork which has been uploaded is truly inspirational. We have witnessed great creativity, for instance
when asked to photograph pets, students who have no pets have photographed stuffed toys and fake animals with
outstanding results. We wanted to share some of these with the Rosebank Community.
Mrs Leda Booth, Ms Aimee Leal, Mr Benjamin Savet,
Mrs Mary-Anne Boutros and Mr George Comninos. CAPA Team
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Reshelved News
When in doubt… read
One of the many challenges currently facing parents all
over the world is the task of engaging, entertaining and
providing stimulating activities for their children at home.
When it feels as if so many of life’s pleasures have been
rudely wrenched away from us, that becomes a seriously
trying task!

•

Acknowledge your teen’s maturing interests – your
child may not be thrilled at the prospect of reading
young adult fiction but they may appreciate your suggestion of books that you have bought for yourself,
whether fiction or non-fiction.

•

Start with audiobooks – engaging with stories and
ideas are a pivotal part of the reading process. Start
the ‘discipline’ of reading by listening to other people read books and over time this can develop into
something more.

•

Set a challenge – all students in years 7-9 are encouraged to participate in the Premier’s Reading Challenge. Details HERE. To request your username and
password and for further information, please contact
the SRSC.

Enter one of the great joys in life, which no government
regulation can take from us: reading.
When, out of necessity, we all spend so much time
looking at screens and confronting the hard facts of life
in isolation, reading provides a well-needed break for our
eyes, minds and imaginations.
Below, I have detailed a few strategies for encouraging
your teenagers to read:
•

Model good behaviour – read yourselves!

If you need support finding the right book for your child
or information on accessing e-books and other resources, please contact us at srsc@rosebank.nsw.edu.au.

•

Read aloud as a family – choose a book everyone
can enjoy and read one or two chapters a night.
(Accents and funny voices are always appreciated.)

Miss Hannah Lawrence
Library Technician
Scholastica Research and Study Centre

•

Engage your children on what they are reading –
your interest and participation can serve as a fantastic source of encouragement.

•

Dedicated reading time – nominate a block of time
to turn off the WIFI, bring out some nibbles and curl
up on the couch.

•

Think outside the box – reading is not simply sitting
down to a novel. Comic strips, magazines, poetry,
newspapers, or blogs may hold more appeal to your
child and seem less intimidating.

•

Encourage ‘incidental’ reading – get your children to
read as part of other activities, whether that be reading the recipe while cooking, referring to the instructional manual while completing a project, watching
a foreign film with subtitles or playing a word-based
board game.
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Careers
UAC Update - Year 12 students
should have received their UAC PIN
to be able to register for University
courses. Please refer to UAC application number and PIN for further
details on using and go to applying
for undergraduate study to start
your application. Please be aware
that there will be many courses for
2021 NOT listed with UAC at this
time as a number of universities are
not listing their 2021 courses until
August 2020. The early bird date
(reduced fee) for UAC applications
is Wednesday 30 September 2020.
Please refer to the latest UAC Updates on Exchange Careers course
- Years 11 and 12.
Open Days & Info Sessions
Cancelled Events
Defence Force Information Sessions
– April | No Info Sessions have been
scheduled
14 April | Experience UNSW Built
Environment Workshops
15 & 16 April | AFTT 2-Day Acting &
Film Workshop
16 April | Sydney Design School Info
Session – NOW ONLINE
16 April | Torrens Business Industry
Day
17 April | Experience UNSW
Business Day
17 & 18 April | Torrens Discover
Beauty, Health Science, Nursing or
Nutrition
22 & 23 April | Macquarie in a Day
22 April | Torrens School Holiday
Hospitality Workshops
23 April | WSU Parent Information
Evening, Parramatta
24 April | Experience UNSW Science
Day
6 May | Macquarie Year 10 Subject
Selection Evening
13 May | ACU School Leaver
and Parent Information Evening,
Strathfield
19 & 20 May | Macquarie Year 12
Information Evenings

Stuck at Home? Take a Virtual
Campus Tour of Universities
across Australia. Take a look .
CQUni | Open Day, Sydney, 20
August, 5 - 7 pm Find out more.
Competitions
Young ICT Explorers Competition - Registration for the competition is due by Friday 5 June.
Find out more and enter here.
The Bruce Dawe National
Poetry Prize.You can submit up to
5 poems of any theme or style.
Entries close on Friday 5 June.
Find out more.
Further Learning
UCAT 2020 and COVID-19
It is likely that the UCAT will be
postponed by a few weeks but will
remain as one of the criteria for
selecting medical students. UCAT
registrations are proceeding as
normal.You will be notified by email
of any likely changes to the testing
date. Additional precautions at the
testing centre will be in place to
minimise the spread of infection.
MedEntry UCAT workshops are
running as scheduled.
Overseas study and COVID 19:
Visit this COVID-19 support page
filled with online resources and
updates from US & UK unis. https://
www.crimsoneducation.org/au/
covid-19-support/

Feeling the Urge to Travel?
Even though you might not be
able to travel far at the moment
there are still plenty of ways you
can experience the world from the
couch. Check out some of the great
places you can explore:
Spend Your Gap Year with the
ADF Find out more and apply here.
Free cultural experiences from
the British Royal Opera House
and the sydney Opera House
Royal Opera House - head straight
to their webpage.
Sydney Opera House - Find out
more here
5 ideas for STEM activities you
can do from home You can read
the full article here.
Job Spotlight
How to become a Dietitian
2020 Applying for Uni as a Year
12 Student with UAC video on
YouTube to help students navigate
and understand the UAC application
process.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=uznSIo_s_4U
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Tuckwell Scholarship – Deadline
Extended. Find out more here.
Resources
Your mental health matters
Staying active at home
7 ways to set yourself up for
online learning Here’s how you
can get ready for some distance
learning.
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Extended Day Program News

It is amazing to think that the Extended Day Program has
now been operating for 2 years. It has been my privilege
and my tutor’s privilege to encourage every single student that has participated in the Extended Day Program
in their learning journey. To help them shift their mindset
from being “I can’t do this,” to “I can do this”. Assist students that really struggled in certain subjects to improve,
develop a passion for that subject and a desire to learn.
Last week, the Extended Day Program transitioned to online tutoring. Tutors and students are able to facilitate the

tutoring online sharing and editing documents together
the same way they would in an individualised or group
session. Mathematics is often facilitated by an editable
interactive whiteboard with worksheets being shared
between students and tutors.
Next term the Extended Day Program will be offering
individualised, shared and group tutoring sessions online.
I will be emailing each year group with specific details of
the opportunities available shortly. If you would like to
know more please email us at dpuhlmann@rosebank.
nsw.edu.au or justin.clarkin@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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