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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
I extend well wishes and prayers to you and hope that the
adjustment to home-based work is treating you fairly. While we
do not want to inundate you with emails, we think it may be
important, at least for these first two weeks, to stay in regular
contact to provide an overview of what is happening.
On your behalf, I extend our recognition and appreciation of all
workers who are providing essential services to the community,
including healthcare workers, teachers and those who provide
continuity of service in the areas of transport, electricity,
internet and water. Last but not least, we are also thankful
for all those connected with the food supply chain, who will
continue to serve us in the days, weeks and months ahead.

On-site online learners

We intend to start up some sharing platforms for students,
parents and staff to assist us in maintaining a remote virtual
community without depending on emails.
To date, I am happy to report the following activities completed
to support the College moving to an ‘at-home’ online learning
program. These include:
•

Teachers are creating innovative online learning
experiences using a range of eLearning tools that
engage and support continuity of student learning.

•

Staff have been involved in a number of Professional
Development experiences to ensure online learning is
varied and engaging.

•

Our facilities team has increased the cleaning and
disinfecting process around the College to ensure
the safety of our staff and students on-site.

•

We are moving all meetings online to ensure enrolment, pastoral, learning and management processes can
be continued smoothly.

•

Our IT team rolled out a College-wide VPN solution
to ensure that the student and staff laptops remain
connected to the Rosebank network so we can
remotely assist anyone having technical difficulties.

•

Our Pastoral team has developed ‘Daily Wellbeing Wisdom’ which is sent out each morning to provide some
inspiration, a wellbeing tip and an activity for the day.

•

Our Ministry team has been sending messages
of faith and hope to staff and students.

•

Our Counselling team has shifted to an online
voice or video model where they can continue
to connect with existing students and establish
new connections with students.

•

We conducted an interactive parent presentation 'Tech Diet' in an online livestream format.

•

We established online connection between
Home Room groups, staff and students during
P4's on Wednesdays.

•

We set up strategies with House staff regarding regular wellbeing checks ins with the students and parents.

•

Our IT team developed reporting solutions
to ensure that students remain engaged while
involved in off-site learning.

•

We have uploaded all parent emails with valuable information to our Parent Portal for easy
reference.
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It has been a big week with a high level of success. However, we need to keep improving and developing the virtual
services we provide.Your feedback and suggestions will be important to us in this process.
One of the big issues that has been raised is the request for audio and video conferencing. We see the significant
contributions such tools provide, however, we needed to develop stringent guidelines for students and staff to ensure
their safety and privacy. This will now be rolled out early this week.
As mentioned before, we are likely to be in this mode of learning for a long time. Staff are pacing the roll out of
learning processes to ensure sustainability and quality. For all of us, managing home and work life during these days
requires resilience, creativity and patience.
There are a raft of resources circulating to promote wellbeing and hopefulness including excellent attempts at
humour (a wonderful antidote for ‘cabin fever’). It has been fun circulating these among colleagues and friends.
We have been inundated with words of support and appreciation which are well received by staff. Thank you.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal

Year 9 PE

Year 8 Art
Stations of the Cross
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Dates for the
Diary
Thursday 9 April
Holy Thursday
End of Term
Friday 10 April
Good Friday
Sunday 12 April
Easter Sunday
Tuesday 28 April
Term 2 Commences

From the Assistant Principal

With almost all students now learning off-site, it seems that parents,
myself included, are moving with them into unchartered territory. It
has been challenging for most of us to move into an online learning
and teaching methodology for all lessons, particularly when we have
worked so hard to encourage our children to get up and out into the
fresh air. Teaching my first online practical PDHPE lesson to Year 7
last week certainly drove this home, as instead of having the luxury
of heading outdoors for our group activity, I instead had to imagine
lounge rooms being rearranged, furniture moved, or devices being
taken onto the porch to ensure that our 30-minute exercise routine
could go ahead. With elevated heart rates recorded as students
signed off at the end of the lesson, the feeling of just how much all of
our lives are adapting, was significant. Well done to all students who
are choosing to make the most of this experience and are getting on
with the job of learning – even if it does mean roping mum and dad
into lounge room lunges!

The Department of Education’s website continues
to provide a great deal of information for us all and
I share with you some of the information that I
found of particular interest this week around parent
responsibilities during remote learning
Provide support for your children by:
• Establishing routines and expectations
• Defining a space for your child to work in
• Monitoring communications from teachers
• Taking an active role in helping your children
process their learning
• Encouraging physical activity and/or exercise
• Checking in with your child regularly to help
them manage stress
• Keeping your children social, but set rules around
their social media interactions
• Creating a quiet and comfortable learning space
- a location for extended learning should be a
public/family space, not in a bedroom. It should
be a place that can be quiet at times and have a
strong wireless internet signal, if possible. Above
all, it should be a space where you or another
adult is present and monitoring your children's
learning.

Being confined to home for an extended period of time
can cause stress and conflict. Tips for looking after your
children during isolation include:
• Talking to your whole family about what is
happening. Understanding the situation will
reduce their anxiety.
• Help your children to think about how they
have coped with difficult situations in the past
and reassure them that they will cope with this
situation too.
• Exercise regularly. Options could include free
online exercise classes, dancing, floor stretches,
yoga, walking around the backyard or using home
exercise equipment, such as a stationary bicycle
or treadmill if you have it. Exercise is a proven
treatment for stress and depression – important
for both students and parents!
• Encourage your children to keep in touch with
family members and friends via telephone, email
or social media (where appropriate).
Don’t forget to download the Coronavirus Australia
App which is available from the Apple App Store and
on Google Play, launched alongside the Government's
new WhatsApp feature:

Take care of each other
and those around you.
Mr Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From The Dean of Ministry

Peace in His Word
The image of Pope Francis walking through the empty
streets of Rome on his way to the Basilica of St Mary
Major was, for me, only surpassed by the picture of him
walking up to his seat for the weekly audience in Piazza
San Pietro – again, alone. They are images of great pathos
and sorrow. They are also pictures of a pastor refusing
to abandon the sheep entrusted to his care. And where
Papa Francesco stands in Rome, there are hundreds and
thousands of like-minded shepherds working with, comforting and nurturing their flocks.
“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35).The Gospel passage
we have just heard begins like this. For weeks now it has
been evening.Thick darkness has gathered over our squares,
our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives, filling
everything with a deafening silence and a distressing void, that
stops everything as it passes by; we feel it in the air, we notice
in people’s gestures, their glances give them away.We find
ourselves afraid and lost. Like the disciples in the Gospel we
were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm.We
have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile
and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed,
all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like those
disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice, saying “We are
perishing” (v. 38), so we too have realized that we cannot go
on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we do this.
It is easy to recognize ourselves in this story.What is harder
to understand is Jesus’ attitude.While his disciples are quite
naturally alarmed and desperate, he stands in the stern, in the
part of the boat that sinks first. And what does he do? In spite
of the tempest, he sleeps on soundly, trusting in the Father;
this is the only time in the Gospels we see Jesus sleeping.
When he wakes up, after calming the wind and the waters,
he turns to the disciples in a reproaching voice: “Why are you
afraid? Have you no faith?” (v. 40).

raising of Lazarus – even in the face of death and sorrow,
God promises life beyond our wildest dreams. It is no
light thing to repeat Jesus’s words:
I am the resurrection. Anyone who believes in me, even though
that person dies, will live, And whoever lives and believes in
me will never die.
And then to have Jesus ask me directly:
Do you believe this? (John 11.25-26)
Perhaps the hardest thing to hold to in these uncertain
times, is the certain truth that no matter what happens –
hardships or distress, or persecution, of lack of food and
clothing, or threats or violence – God will not abandon
us. And should the worst come to pass, Paul proclaims
unambiguously, that nothing “will be able to come between us and the love of God, known to us in Christ
Jesus our Lord”. (Romans 8.35-39)
I close with the words Pope Francis closed his address in
St Peter’s Square last week.
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? Dear brothers
and sisters, from this place that tells of Peter’s rock-solid
faith, I would like this evening to entrust all of you to the Lord,
through the intercession of Mary, Health of the People and
Star of the stormy Sea. From this colonnade that embraces
Rome and the whole world, may God’s blessing come down
upon you as a consoling embrace. Lord, may you bless the
world, give health to our bodies and comfort our hearts.You
ask us not to be afraid.Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the storm.
Tell us again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together
with Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care about
us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7).

I commend the rest of the Holy Father’s address to you.
Francis is a pastor, a shepherd, a man who through decades of ministry, has learned to listen with the ear of his
heart to the voice of the Spirit and then speak the Word
for others.
I found it hard not to feel tears reading his words, and to
look at the image of the Bishop of Rome speaking to his
diocese, to the church and to the whole world. When
Papa Francesco speaks, the world does tend to listen. I
think this is because what we hear is not so much Francis, but Jesus speaking through Francis.
We are approaching Holy Week and the dramatic tension
Dr Paul O’Shea
in the gospels rises towards the breaking point that will
Year 7 Camp
Dean of Ministry
come soon. Yesterday we listened to the story of the
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From the Dean of Pastoral Care
As we begin our second week of online learning, staff, parents and students have been making the best of our current
situation, controlling the controllable and working hard to adapt to our new normal. Over the past weeks we have
been hearing the same words repeated in media reports; uncertain, worrying, changing times. We are living with the
‘fear’ of the unknown. But we are in this together and still here to support your children with their education. We
thank you for the support that you are offering from home.
Our counselling team is still in operation and engaging in sessions through online voice or visual calls. Students who
have already engaged in this service, can email their assigned counsellor directly to book an appointment. Those
students who have not used the service before can email counsellor@rosebank.nsw.edu.au to book an appointment.
The College’s Child Safeguarding reporting system CARES is also still in operation. Students have been encouraged
to keep in contact with their friends whilst at home and to check on their wellbeing. Students can alert the Pastoral
Care office of any safety concerns through the CARES system.
We thank parents and staff who took the time on Tuesday night last week, to participate in Brad Marshall’s live
streamed seminar ‘Tech Diet for Parents’. The topic of technology, technology use, addiction and wellbeing has never
been more prevalent. One thing that is certain in these changing times, is that technology has become an essential
way of life for the foreseeable future. It is a tool that will provide education for your children, entertainment and the
all-important social and business connection with the outside world.
The current and future virtual world as described by Brad, had me shaking my head in disbelief and concern, as our
eyes were opened to a worrying world of gaming, gambling, social media and screen time.
Some of my main takeaways from the presentation included:
• Negotiate a schedule of screen time use (particularly in the current climate).
•

The internet should be reframed as a reward, not an expectation.

•

If screen time is over and your child is not adhering to the schedule, don’t engage in arguments, unplug the
router.

•

It is okay for your child to be bored. If they are bored, they will look for something to do. Maybe it is time
to dust off the board games, or find creative activities to stimulate your child.

For those parents who may want more information on this topic, Brad’s book ‘The Tech Diet for your Child & Teen’ is
available online.
Finally, I would remind parents that our House Coordinators, Assistant House Coordinators and Home Room
Teachers are making regular connections with their House members. If you have any concerns regarding the
wellbeing of your children, please do not hesitate to send them an email.
Ms Belinda Clark
Dean of Pastoral Care

On-site online learners
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ConnectED News

In Year 7 ConnectEd we are looking at the physical features of Australia. Our Students did a great job of completing
and sharing their work online.
Mrs Annalicia Latham
ConnectED Teacher

Vaughan well wishes
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Reshelved News

Rain, hail or COVID-19, the library’s digital platforms
remain accessible to all Rosebank students from home.
While borrowing books may no longer be an option,
many thousands of online fiction and non-fiction
resources are still at your disposal!
Here is a friendly reminder of our most popular digital
resources:
Ebooks
Do not fear running out of fiction! Wheelers ePlatform
provides access to over two thousand novels. Check out
Wheelers HERE.
Databases
The perfect place to go for your research, the databases
provide information on a wide range of topics covering
all subject areas. They are a more reliable resource than
Google, as they guarantee relevant, up-to-date articles
written by experts.
The databases are accessible directly from the ‘Databases’ tab on the SRSC page in Exchange, or by searching
through Destiny.

Clickview
Do you require audio-visual materials? In addition to
topic-specific content curated specifically for each
subject by Rosebank teachers, the Clickview ‘Secondary
library’ contains close to three thousand videos aligned
to the Australian curriculum.
Clickview is accessible directly from the Portal and HERE.
Citemaker
Citemaker is a reputable and reliable reference generator,
perfect for all research based assignments.
To access Citemaker, click HERE.
Would you like an added challenge and to earn
house points?
The Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) for 2020 is on
NOW. Students in years 7-9 have until Friday 28 August
to read twenty books: fifteen from the PRC booklist and
five of their own choosing. For the full list of rules,
booklists and to sign into your reading log, click HERE.
Miss Hannah Lawrence
Library Technician

Digital collections at the SRSC
Students and teachers at Rosebank College have access to over two thousand ebooks via Destiny Discover that may
be borrowed for a two week period. After following this link to Destiny Discover, select the ebook you would like to
read on your computer or mobile, log in to your student account, select open to borrow.
Students and teachers may also borrow from the Wheelers platform directly. To borrow online follow the instructions
mentioned previously. The ebooks displayed on the Wheelers platform homepage are listed in the Premier’s Reading
Challenge. There are also a number of reading lists made available on this site, or you may peruse the tiles, using the
browse tab.
Students and teachers can access a range of educational videos on the ClickView platform, and search by subjects
taught Rosebank College.
Through the SRSC link in the Canvas mobile application, patrons can access a number of ‘How To’ Tutorials, including
finding resources, book ratings and reviews, creating or using Destiny collections, and how to access the online
databases.
Should you require further information on accessing the digital collections available through the SRSC contact srsc@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au.
Ms Audrey McLeod
Library Manager
SRSC, Rosebank College
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Sport News
Rosebank has been crowned premiers of the SCC Intermediate
Volleyball competition. The girls displayed great discipline in their
training and games, and are well-deserved champions!
Congratulations to Connie Lasorsa who coached the team.
We have also been crowned premiers of the SCC Intermediate AFL
competition. The girls dominated the competition and displayed a
true team performance each week. Congratulations to George
Alfieris who coached the team.
Ms Annalisa Di Bella
Assistant Co-curricular Coordinator

PDHPE News

Year 9 PE online learning feedback from the students was positive. They enjoyed the experience where they could still
engage in their practical PDHPE lesson, develop their skills and have fun. It was motivating for them to have a video of
instructions and demonstrations to follow.
We asked Alani Winn, Year 9 to tell us how she felt online learning
was going?
Online learning is really fun! I do miss my classmates though and it’s a little
lonely around school since no one is going. I feel like online learning does take
a little of the stress off because we don’t have any homework. It is a little
bit of a bother signing in and out but I am glad we have the online learning
cause I don’t want to fall behind and I think this is helping. Can’t wait for
normal school to be back though. I miss my teachers.
Ms Annalisa Di Bella
Assistant Co-curricular Coordinator

On-site online learners

Chapel restoration project

Stations of the Cross
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Careers

UAC Updates
As we are coming up to the start of
the 2020/21 university (and other
tertiary institutions) admissions
cycle, students and parents are
encouraged to access the ‘UAC
Updates’ link in the Post school
Careers Resources on Exchange,
for further information and to help
manage student questions about
applying to uni and their UAC
application.
COVID-19
This situation is affecting all students
and NESA will most likely put
procedures in place in order to
combat the disruptions to students’
study. If the total Year 12 population
shows weaker results, then university
entry will reflect this, and no student
will be disadvantaged.
COVID 19 is not covered specifically
under EAS as the disadvantage must
be long term. It would be expected
that students who become ill
through infection, will not last for six
months or longer. UAC would always
advise students to apply for EAS if
they meet the criteria for any EAS
disadvantage if applicable.
UAC PIN
Year 12 students will receive their
UAC PIN via email when applications
open on 1 April. They need to
use their PIN, together with their
Student Number (used on exams),
to activate their UAC account and
add their preferences. The early bird
preferences close on September 30
so there is no rush. Students are
able to change their preferences
throughout the application period.

Open Days & Info Sessions
Cancelled Events
24 March | CSU Medicine Info Night,
Sydney4 April | Endeavour College
of Natural Health Open Day – Now
a virtual open day on 22 April+22
April | Discover Midwifery @ UTS10
June | UTS High School Senior
Information Evening

Endeavour College of Natural
Health | Virtual Open Day, 22
April, 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. Find out
more
ACU | School Leaver and Parent
Information Evening, Strathfield,
13 May, 5:30 - 8:30 pm, Strathfield
Campus, Find out more.

Google Applied Digital Skills
Workshops Find out more here.
Competitions
Enter SmartFone Flick Fest.
You can submit your movie any
time before Saturday 1 August.
Find out more and enter here.

USQ Beyond the Books Online
Series USQ released a series of
webinars all about issues relevant
to students, such as assessment
management, careers, study tips and
more. Check them out here.

Techgirls Competition Girls aged
7-17 are invited to participate in
teams of up to 8 students.
Team registration closes on
Saturday 25 April. Find out more
and enter here.

Digital Careers Expo. Year13
is holding an all-inclusive Careers
Expo to bring together industry and
associations who are greatly affected
by the current situation. Students will
be offered a free MyYear13 account
which will enable them to get their
own personalised Skills Forecast,
build a career plan using their
Career Explorer tool, and access all
the content related to the Digital
Careers Expo. The link and unique
code for students will be emailed to
students early next week and added
to next week’s newsletter.

Dorothea Mackellar Poetry
Awards, This year the theme is
“We Used to Live There.”
Entries are open until Tuesday
30 June. Find out more and enter
here.

Workshops & Courses
National Youth Science Forum
(NYSF) 2021
Applications are now open for
current Year 11 students who
want to be a part of the National
Youth Science Forum in 2021.
Applications are open until
Sunday 14 June. Find out more
and apply here.
Online Dance Classes
The courses are perfect for
beginners, meaning you can jump
right in even if you don’t have any
dance experience.
Find out more here.
Learn to Code with Scratch
Find out more here.

MobileMuster Film Competition
The theme for the 2020 competition
is “Small actions. Big Impact”.
Entries are due Monday 21
September. Find out more and
enter here.
Further Learning
UAC Updates. Find out more
here.
Update From UCAT ANZ: How
COVID-19 Will Affect the 2020
UCAT Exam are monitoring the
COVID-19 situation and will make a
final decision in June. To view the full
video update, plus advice about what
students should be doing now, please
visit our Instagram: https://www.
instagram.com/icanmeducat.
Business Cadetships Program,
Applications close on 13 May
2020. Apply here.
UTS Bachelor of Accounting
Co-op Scholarship Program.
New link
Round 1 Interviews Closing Date Friday 29 May 2020
Round 2 Interviews Closing Date Friday 16 October 2020
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UNSW Global Assessments have
changed the dates for Reach Digital
Technologies and Reach Science as
below:
●
●
●

Paper Closing Date: Friday,
5 June 2020
Online Closing Date:
Monday, 29 June 2020
Sitting Dates: Monday 20
July to Friday 24 July 2020

Resources
Air Force Indigenous Youth
Programs held in May, August
and October. FInd out more
and apply here , or email nnsw.
workexperienceprogram@defence.
gov.au for more information.

7 stay-at-home resources
Here are some useful activities and
resources you can access without
stepping foot outside your front
door.
Tour the World’s Most Famous
Museums Without Leaving Your
House. Check it out here.
Stuck at home? A good way to
combat those feelings, is to stay busy.
Here are some top suggestions.

Job Spotlight
How to become a Social Media
Manager
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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