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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
On Sunday morning, I sat separated from my parish community
while being part of our Sunday Eucharist streamed on YouTube. In
conversation, I was reminded of the term ‘a VUCA world’ referring
to a volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous world. As we
march closer to home-based online learning, parents are facing
additional responsibilities to assist their children master gradelevel expectations in reading, writing, and maths, together with
history, geography, and science. As well as this, they are supporting
the development of essential social and emotional skills, including
a growth mindset; perseverance; attention to detail; and teamwork,
and do all this while forming habits of good character and
citizenship; creating an appreciation for art and music; providing
opportunities for physical exercise; within a family of kindness and
respect. All of this while many families ponder their cash flow over
the weeks and months ahead.
To say these are times of anxiety (and possibly panic) would be
an understatement. At Rosebank, we are currently making final
preparations for the inevitable. Beside the arrangements for
‘at home’ learning, we are also looking at creating network and
sharing platforms keeping students interconnected, staff supported
and parents able to communicate with each other for advice and
to share their wisdom during these coming distancing periods.
One phrase that I have come to reject these days is ‘social
distancing’. While I fully endorse the notion of physical distancing,
we are at a time when we should be promoting social integration
– yes, using virtual tools – however staying in touch and looking
out for each other - the vulnerable, the lonely, the isolated, the
sick, the unemployed, thus making sure that we do not forget
these members of the community. I am sure there will also be
practical ‘hands on ways’ that do not compromise our own safety
and that of our families. If you have ideas to share, let’s get the
conversation going.
Send your ideas to generalenquiries@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
Last week a colleague located and shared this reflection from
Rabbi Rav Yosef Kanesfsky. I hope you find it of some help.
“One of the brand-new terms that has entered our daily conversation is
'social distancing'. It is shorthand, as we know very well, for the practical
physical precautions that we all need to and must take in order to
protect ourselves and others. I'd humbly suggest though, that we use the
term itself sparingly, if at all. Language is a powerful shaper of thinking.
And the very last thing we need right now, is a mindset of mutual
distancing.
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We actually need to be thinking in the exact opposite way.
Every hand that we don't shake must become a phone call that we place.
-

Every embrace that we avoid must become a verbal expression of warmth and concern.

-

Every inch and every foot that we physically place between ourselves and another, must become a thought as to how we
might be of help to that other, ought the need arise.

It is obvious that 'distancing,' if misplaced or misunderstood, will take its toll not only upon our community's strength and
resiliency, but upon the very integrity and meaning of our spiritual commitment.
Let's stay safe. And let's draw one another closer in a way that we've never done before”.
So,
Yes, there is fear.
Yes, there is isolation.
Yes, there is panic buying.
Yes, there is sickness.Yes, there is even death.
But they say that in Wuhan, after so many years of noise, you
can hear the birds again.
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet, the sky is no
longer thick with fumes but blue and grey and clear.
They say that in the streets of Assisi, people are singing to
each other across the empty squares, keeping their windows
open so that those who are alone may hear the sounds of
family around them.
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland is offering free
meals and delivery to the housebound.
Today, a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with
her number through the neighbourhood so that the elderly
may have someone to call on.
Today, Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples are
preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick, the
weary.
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting.
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a
new way.
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality;
To how big we really are;
To how little control we really have;
To what really matters;
To love.

And so, we pray and we remember that:
Yes, there is fear. But there does not have to be hate.
Yes, there is isolation. But there does not have to be loneliness.
Yes, there is panic buying. But there does not have to be
meanness.
Yes, there is sickness. But there does not have to be disease of
the soul.
Yes, there is even death. But there can always be a rebirth of
love.
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.
Today, breathe.
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic, the birds are
singing again and the sky is clearing.
It's raining, new life and spirit is coming,
And we are always encompassed by Love.
Open the windows of your soul and, though you may not be
able to touch across the empty square, smile and be at peace
with each other. Sing and become part of the human choir of
hope and love.
Tom Galea
Principal
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Dates for the
Diary

From the Assistant Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,

There has never been a more relevant time to ‘walk the talk’ as
Christians and members of a Good Samaritan community. It is time
to put into practice the lessons we have all learned through the
Tuesday 24 March
parable of the Good Samaritan. It is not always easy to do, especially
“The Tech Diet for Parents”
as we all deal with increasing personal stress, but that’s what makes
Presentation
these values so very special. We hope that in spite of the actions of
those around you, that as Rosebank College community members,
you feel compelled to reach out and help those who are in a position
Thursday 9 April
less fortunate. Now is not the time for greed and self-serving. As
Holy Thursday
you put in place systems to ensure the health of your own family, take
End of Term
a moment to look around and consider members of the community
who are not in the same position to prepare themselves. Think about
Harmony Day the small things you can do to help. The global situation may be too
overwhelming to consider, but I am sure that there are people in
your street, at the local aged care facility, or doing it tough living on
the streets on your route to work, that your random act of kindness
could mean the world to. If everyone starts to consider the needs
of their neighbour and commits to a single display of kindness and
generosity, our society will have the best chance to get through this
difficult time.
We understand that parents may feel distracted by the pressures and
stress of the current situation. However, we ask you all to be mindful
of the courtesy you show to the immediate neighbours of the College,
when dropping off and collecting your children. The College receives
ongoing requests for assistance from residents, who continue to find
their driveways blocked by the cars of Rosebank parents, mostly in the
afternoons. It has also been reported that confrontations about this
problem have led to displays of aggression, threats and rudeness. This
is not behaviour that the College expects our students to be exposed
to and does not set a good example about the lessons we are teaching
around showing respect for others, obeying the road rules and dealing
appropriately with difficult situations. The growing frustration of
these residents, who are restricted from entering or exiting their own
properties is understandable and we ask that parents discontinue this
practice with immediate effect.

Students with our
full time cleaner

Rosebank College takes great pride in our sense of community
and works hard to ensure that we all put into practice the Good
Samaritan values which we teach to your students every day and to
which we as a staff subscribe. We ask that you all remind yourselves
of what a caring, supportive and loving community should look like
and assure you that as a College, we will continue to play our part in
achieving that.
We pray for calm and good health for all, especially those working
tirelessly in the healthcare industry to ensure the best level of care for
us all.
Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From The Dean of Ministry

Peace amid Panic
Just after the train left my station this morning, I sneezed.
It was a common hay-feverish type of sneeze. I sneezed
into my handkerchief. I was one of three people in the
carriage at the time. The passenger nearest me got
up and moved away. How did I feel? I admit it was
somewhat deflating and hurtful. Mind you I have had
my moments of civic-public-health-vigilance upset when
“someone else” coughed/spluttered/sneezed with or
without protection. And I was making my Lectio when
I sneezed! What do I take away from this moment? It
might seem so trivial that the only response is “get over
it” and “get real”. However I do believe that God speaks
in the ordinariness of my life and everyone else’s life, so
there may be a word I needed to hear.
The psalm from today’s Eucharist – Psalm 29 – proclaims
this: I said to myself in my good fortune: “Nothing will ever
disturb me”.Your favour had set me on a mountain fastness,
then you hid your face and I was put to confusion. (Ps 29.67) Could it be that my smugness was what the sneeze
undid? The passenger who moved did what I have
done in the past; and with good and sensible reason.
The hurt I felt most likely came from a sense of being
misunderstood, of being judged unfairly; things I have
done to others. I had a choice. I could sit and stew at the
injustice of it all or I could allow myself to ask forgiveness
for the times I have jumped to conclusions, misjudged
another or been less than compassionate. I can also
thank God for the times that God’s grace has pushed me
to ask if someone was alright, needed some help or a
hand.
It’s hard to stay calm when so many around are
anxious, fearful and bordering on panic. Doing a
trek between four large supermarkets searching for
basics on Friday afternoon after work did nothing to
engender confidence. It’s also hard to stay calm when
others appear not to care and believe themselves to be
invincible. Walking past full bars, bistros and beaches on
the weekend did little to calm anxieties.

words of Christ’s calm as I sat on the train. It is the
story of Jesus healing the son of an official. The father
comes to Jesus as a parent sick with fear for their child.
Jesus appears also most dismissive – all you want are
signs and wonders as though I am a magic man – but the
father is undaunted – no Lord, I ask you to come and
heal my son because I know you can; I believe you can.
And Jesus said “Go home, your son will live”.
I ask the same of Jesus today – “come Lord and heal”.
And I hear the voice of Jesus ask me to believe – to
put my trust in his unfailing love and compassion for
humanity. Yes, we will live, and God will work through
the skill of our scientists, medical professionals,
paramedics, police, storekeepers, delivery-people, the
Post Office and so many other women and men of good
will. Along the way there will be suffering and sadness,
but this is not the first episode in human history where
we have faced crises and it is not the first time we have
faced death, which comes to all of us in its time. But, I
am not without hope and I must not be without love and
compassion.
Benedict urges me to “seek peace and pursue it”
(Prologue 17). Peace does not just happen. In chapter
four Benedict gives me a set of tools to help me become
a peace maker. In his brevity there is a danger I miss
the wisdom. In verse 8, he says “give due honour to all”.
There is so much packed into that little word “honour”
– respect, the presumption of goodness, compassion,
integrity, non-judgement, diversity and humanity – that I
could do far worse than sit with it for the day. And just
in case I miss the point, Benedict says very clearly at the
beginning of the chapter: “Your way of acting should be
different from the world’s way; the love of Christ must come
before all else”.
Let us be sisters and brothers for each other in these
days. Let us be the loving hands of Jesus reaching out
to others. Let us be calm in the peace of Christ which
passes all human understanding and confident in the
mercy of God which never fails.
And be patient with me if I sneeze again!

Yesterday I joined fourteen others at Mass in my local
parish. Usually we are a congregation of about 150. I
respect my fellow parishioners in their decision to
stay away, especially the elderly and infirm – I am fully
aware of the sacrifice and pain many of them must have
felt in staying away from the Liturgy they love and the
community that loves them. Eucharist yesterday was a
powerful expression of Christ reaching out to his people
present in our small gathering outwards to the whole
community in their anxiety, pain and isolation.
Dr Paul O’Shea
And that’s where today’s gospel – John 4.46-54 – spoke
Year 7 Camp
Dean of Ministry
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CAPA News
Another fine achievement for visual arts students at Rosebank! On Friday evening the prestigious Clancy Prize was
held at the McGlade Gallery at ACU in Strathfield. Students work was selected for display on the theme of “Family
Love”. Two representatives from Year 12, Natalie Phillips and Stefanie Louys and a collaborative work from the
Year11 digital media class 2019 had their artworks professionally mounted for the exhibition. Stefanie’s work “global
swarming” was presented with the ACU School of Arts Award. Her work was a series of etchings based on bees.
Part of her statement read: “After researching mankind’s devastating contribution to the extinction of honeybees,
I began to form the belief that we should take it upon ourselves to work more in likeness to the way that a bee
colony or “family unit” works; coherently and in the interest of their whole family, rather than acting selfishly with
disregard to the impact of our actions on others. A hive of bees is one of the strongest representations of a strong
family unit that exists in the world today, and one of the most valuable contributors to sustaining life on earth.”
There are many artworks to admire and once again everyone is encouraged to attend. The exhibition closes on
March 27.

Mr Savet pictured with Stefanie and her artwork: Global Swarming
Ms Leda Booth
Visual Arts teacher

Harmony Day
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Dean of Pastoral Care News

As mentioned last week, the College is pleased to present psychologist Brad Marshall, Director of the Internet
Addiction Clinic at Kidspace. Mr Marshall will be delivering the seminar, ‘Tech Diet for Parents’, is aimed at helping
families to find a balance between healthy screen time and problematic overuse which is most prevalent during these
challenging times. This will be delivered as a livestream to parents. The link will be sent during the day on Tuesday.

TECH DIET FOR PARENTS
Presenter: Brad Marshall
Director of the Internet Addiction Clinic @ Kidspace
Livestream Only
Date: Tuesday, 24 March - 6pm
I would also like to bring your attention to the website esafety.gov.au. This site has a parent’s section containing
an online safety guide dealing with the very relevant topics of cyberbullying, online pornography, sending nudes and
sexting, time online, online gaming, unwanted contact and grooming. The guide assists parents in dealing with these
concerns. It is a great introduction and ‘go to’ guide for the specified topics.
Ms Belinda Clark
Dean of Pastoral Care
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Reshelved News
Did you know…?

What if the book I want to read is unavailable?

Rosebank has a library of over TWO THOUSAND
e-books that are accessible directly from home!

There is a popular misconception that because a book is
digital an infinite number of people can read it at once.
This is not true. If an e-book is not available, then all the
copies are on-loan.

Wheelers, Rosebank’s e-library platform, allows students
to borrow and read fiction titles directly on their laptops.
How can I access Wheelers?
Wheelers is accessible HERE, or by visiting the SRSC
page on Exchange and selecting the ‘E-books, Audiobooks
and Audio-visual’ link.
What books can I read on Wheelers?
There are over two thousand e-books through Wheelers,
covering all interests and reading levels. New books are
added every month, so be sure to check out the new
releases on the home page.
Not sure what you are looking for? You can also search
for e-books through Destiny, which allows you to narrow
down your search to a particular subject or theme.
How long is the borrowing period?

In that case, books can be placed on ‘Reserve’ and the
first available copy will be made available to you as soon
as the previous person returns it. Happily, as books are
returned automatically you will never have to wait for an
overdue book to be returned!
Is there an app?
Yes! The Wheelers app is available from the Microsoft
and App stores and Google Play. This allows you to access your e-books directly from all your devises and read
them offline.
Would you like further information on accessing
e-books? Please contact the library at
srsc@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
Hannah Lawrence
Library Technician
Scholastica Research and Study Centre

The borrowing period is for two weeks. At the end of
this borrowing period, the book will return itself. If you
require the book for longer, you will have to borrow it
again. On the other hand, if you finish the book early, you
have the option to ‘Return’ it.

Students in 9FT2 making popcorn chicken and bliss balls.
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Extended Day Program

Study Group, Subject Specific Group Tutoring and
Individualised Tutoring
The Extended Day Program is an initiative of Rosebank
College that operates after school five (5) days a week
from the end of school until 6:00pm. The program offers
a fun, interactive learning structure for all students from
Year 7 to 12.
There are three different programs that are offered
through the Extended Day Program:
• Extended Day Program Study Group
• Subject Specific Group Tutoring
• Individualised Tutoring
Extended Day Program Study Group
Students have opportunities for academic assistance
with study, assessments and homework for all subject
areas. The Study Group cost is $30 per afternoon with
a discount for multiple afternoons per week. The cost is
inclusive of 3:15pm to 6:00pm. To enrol, please go to the
Extended Day Program Booking Website
During Term 1 the Extended Day Program will be
offering a specific study group for:
• Year 9 Mathematics (5.2 and 5.3), on
Tuesday afternoon
• Year 10 Mathematics (5.2 and 5.3), on
Monday afternoon
• Mathematics Study Group, on Friday
afternoon. The Mathematics Study Group is split
into a junior and senior group and is open to
students of all year levels
Subject Specific Group Tutoring: 3:15pm - 4:15pm
(unless stated)
Small Group Subject Specific Tutoring is a brilliant
opportunity for students to revise each week. Tutors
facilitate the program in a supportive small group
environment. These 1- hour sessions include 15 minutes
of afternoon tea and 45 minutes of tutoring at a cost of
$25 per session (if already participating in the Extended
Day Program/Individualised Tutoring on that day, the
additional cost is only $10).

During Term 1 the Extended Day Program will be
offering Group Tutoring for:
• Year 7 Mathematics, Tuesday and Thursday
afternoon
• Year 8 Mathematics, Monday and Thursday
afternoon
• Year 9 Mathematics, Monday (5.2) and
Wednesday (5.2 and 5.3) afternoon
• Year 10 Mathematics, Wednesday (5.2)
afternoon
• Year 11 English, Standard and Advanced,
Thursday afternoon
• Year 12 Biology, Monday afternoon, 4:15pm to
5:00pm
• Year 12 English, Standard and Advanced,
Wednesday afternoon
• Year 12 Chemistry, Thursday afternoon
• Year 12 Legal Studies, Tuesday afternoon,
4:15pm to 5:00pm
To enrol, please go to the Extended Day Program
Booking Website
Individualised Tutoring
Bookings are now open for Individualised Tutoring during
Term 1. Individualised tutoring is a great opportunity
for students to gain confidence in subjects they are
struggling in and allows the tutors to tailor the program
to individual learning needs. Individualised tutoring is
offered in 45 minute time slots. If you would like to
enquire about Individualised Tutoring please contact the
Extended Day Program Manager Danielle Puhlmann at
dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au or call on 9713 3108
and speak to Justin or Danielle.
Ms Danielle Puhlmann
Extended Day Program Manager

Construction
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Careers

Open Days & Info Sessions
UAC Key Dates and Open Days
Year 12 students and parents have
received an email with information
on UAC Key Dates and Open Days
for tertiary institutions. These are
also available in the Careers Course
on Exchange.
CQUni | Online Chat Session
30 April 2020, 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm.
Find out more
UTS | Law Undergraduate Info
Evening
17 June 2020, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.
Find out more
AIM | Open Day
25 July 2020, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm.
Australian Institute of Music, Surry
Hills. Find out more
Further Learning
UAC’s Course Compass
Instead of being based on your
personality or likes and dislikes, this
short quiz recommends a course for
you based on your school subjects
and predicted ATAR only.
You can do the quiz here
Professional Cadetships Australia
Business Cadets combine university
study with paid work throughout
their cadetship. Cadets are placed
at UBS, a top-ranking global bank,
in Sydney. The due date for the
Student’s Application Form and the
School Assessment is Wednesday
13 May. Please see the Careers
Course on Exchange for the link
to the Professional Cadetships
Australia brochure
UOW Tottenham Hotspur
Global Football Program
Applications for the 2021 program
open on Thursday 30 March, and
close Friday 16 October.
Find out more here
UOW Crusaders Global Rugby
Program
Applications for the 2021 program
open on Monday 30 March and close
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Friday 16 October.
Find out more here
Will The Coronavirus Affect
Applications to US or UK
universities?
Read the full blog on Crimson
Education’s website here
Study a Bachelor of Building
Design Online with CQUni
In 2019 the Selection Rank for the
course was 68.
Find out more about the course
here
Careers & Jobs
Casual work at Target
As a casual Customer Service
Assistant, students will get varying
opportunities in different parts of
the store, from being on the sales
floor, to delivering exceptional
customer service, spending time out
the back in our store reserves to
possibly being on the registers.
Apply via this link
Could You be an Astronaut?
The test asks a series of questions
based on official NASA Astronaut
Candidate requirements and real-life
psychological tests to see if you’ve
got what it takes for intergalactic
exploration.
Check it out here
Workshops & Courses
Discover Nursing @ UTS
14 July 2020, 5:00 pm. Find out more
CS50x – Introduction to
Computer Science with
Harvard University
Free CS50x Harvard University’s
Introduction to Computer Science
subject, available to be studied fully
online through edX. This entrylevel course teaches students
how to think algorithmically and
solve problems efficiently. The
course requires around 4 weeks to
complete and can be started at any
time. Find out more and enrol here

Competitions
ATOM Photo Comp
Entries are open until Thursday 9
April. Find out more and enter here
International Astronomy and
Astrophysics Competition
Entries for the qualification round
close on Friday 17 April. Find out
more and enter here
2020 School Poetry and Short
Story Writing Competition
Entry is free and closes on Thursday
30 April. Find out more and enter
here
ABC Fierce Girls Competition
The ABC’s Fierce Girls podcast
wants you to tell them about a fierce
girl you admire!
Entries are open until Sunday 5
April. Find out more and enter here
Work Experience
Australia Telescope Compact
Array Narrabri Work
Experience for High School
Students
Students normally spend one week
at the Narrabri Observatory. Learn
more
Flying Bark Work Experience –
Expressions of Interest
Are you a student looking to gain
insight from some of Australia’s best
animation talent?
Learn more
Resources
The Schools Recommendation
Scheme (SRS) explained
If you’re in Year 12 and you’d like to
receive an early offer for uni next
year, before you’ve sat your exams,
there are a few options out there for
you.
Early Entry Programs
The Early Entry guide is available in
the Careers Course on Rosebank
Exchange. It contains details
programs across Australia that could
get students an early conditional
offer

The Schools Recommendation Scheme (SRS)
Some universities use information about you, provided by your school, as the basis for making you a conditional offer
to study with them. Find out more
Job Spotlight
How to become a Real Estate Agent
For further information on any of the above, please contact Mrs Angela Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@rosebank.
nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@rosebank.nsw.edu.au

It is the Wildlife Wraps club - we will send the wraps we made to The Rescue Collective who are
caring for native animals injured in this summer’s devastating bushfires.

Year 8 Industrial Tech

Year 11 Visual Art
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Rosebank
Uniform Shop

2020 Opening Hours

Extended Day
Program
A FUN, SUPPORTIVE, INNOVATIVE
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Phone: 02 9713 3108
Website: www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/extended-day-program
GROUP TUTORING | DEVELOP STUDY SKILLS | DISCOVER LEARNING STYLES
EXAM PREPARATION | ACTIVITIES | AFTERNOON TEA

(M@L)
Rosebank College Maths Teachers are
available to help you during lunch every
week for the entire year.
Maths @ Lunch is being held in
J202 on Tuesday and
Friday of every week during Lunch
- no booking required, just come in
whenever you need some extra support.

Monday

8:00am - 12:45pm

Tuesday

11:30am - 4:00pm

Wednesday

11:30am - 4:00pm

Thursday

8:00am - 12:45pm

If you have a clean second hand uniform
that you would like to donate to the
uniform shop that would be appreciated.

Homework Support
Homework Support is now available every
Monday at lunchtime in Seminar Room 1
of the SRSC.
The SRSC will still be open each afternoon for
individual study.
This is a drop-in service for ANY student who
would like assistance with homework
and/or assessment tasks.
Students who attend receive a stamp in their
diary so that parents and Coordinators can
acknowledge their commitment
to achieving their best.
Diverse Learning Team
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