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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
Welcome to the commencement of the 2020 academic year. We warmly
welcome back our current families from the long summer break. We also welcome our new students from Yr. 7 to Yr. 11. These days, we have so little room,
we are not able to accept many new students into the College.
Rosebank has now reached its stable population of approximately 1400 students. We achieve this by having 10 groups of students in every year with approximately 24 students in each Home Room or 240 per year group. It is due
to your support of the College and your trust that families choose to apply
and hence we are able to keep the College to its maximum enrolments. One
benefit of this is that we can keep school fee increases to a minimum (one of
the lowest in the inner west) and maximise opportunities for our students. We
are also able to maintain a high quality capital development and maintenance
First Day of Term 1
program with a building levy that is also the lowest in the inner west.
We begin the year with very sad hearts as we have been overwhelmed by the
news of the constant drought and the fires born of the relentless summer
heat and winds. Again we keep in our thoughts and prayers those who have
fought so courageously to protect lives and property while sometimes losing
their own. Like our fallen soldiers, we will remember these men and women
and their loved ones.
It was so wonderful to gather last Friday in the auditorium as one community
for the first time in four years. The new design seems to have been met with
appreciation, now with a capacity of 1550 up from the 1200 it used to be.
We look forward to welcoming you to the Parent Welcome and Information
Evening on Friday 21st February where you can share and assist in the hospitality towards our new families and renew friendships with old friends. The
information given out on the evening is critical for each year group and you
will also have an opportunity to view the new auditorium so please ensure
you attend.You will also have time to meet your child’s Home Room teacher
as well as your House and Assistant House Coordinators.
The work on the site continues with the outside colonnade work scheduled
to end in four weeks. We are grateful to Cowyn Building Group for their diligent effort to ensure we had the auditorium ready for last week. The Inkamana
renovation is also scheduled to be completed in this same time frame with the
glass to close off the veranda starting to arrive this coming week.
It was such a delight to see our students return and commit to their class
work so quickly. I pointed out at last week’s College Assembly that we want to
continue the success of the 2019 Yr12 graduands and continue to develop a
culture of excellence, courage and stamina. I showed them current samples of
tracking reports, some of which show steady growth and some that do not. I
asked them to review their own (all available in Edumate under the

Year 7 Music
1

‘History’ section for each student) and set their personal goals to
ensure academic growth and wisdom. As a staff we will be paying even
closer attention to these reports as they provide a bench mark (map) of
what we can expect and a ‘GPS’ to locate themselves on their personal
journey. I will speak in much more detail on this topic to Yr. 8 parents at
the Parent Information Evening coming up.
One major project for Semester One 2020 is our strategic planning for
the 2021 to 2025 period. The data gathering process commenced late
last year will continue with further consultations and focus groups including current, past and future parents, staff, current and past students
and the wider community. Again, your contribution to this future-thinking process is critical.
At our assembly we were addressed by the students who attended
the Australian Catholic Youth Festival at the end of 2019 conducted in
Perth. They spoke of the range of activities on offer to the thousands
of students attending as well as gaining many new friends and a deeper
appreciation of our faith tradition. We know that when we are at our
best, our tradition is second to none in its depth of understanding of
the human condition and its spirituality. One of its strengths is the contemporary understanding that God speaks to us through all religious
traditions - what we refer to as the universal call to holiness. We are a
community built on Benedictine values including the core value of radical hospitality – welcoming (not demonising) the ‘stranger’. In a world
that is moving frighteningly closer to isolation, separation and wall building, this commitment is counter - cultural. As such we need to fight for
unity and question any action that excludes, discriminates, dismisses or
trivialises the life of another, no matter how small or insignificant it may
seem
So we start 2020 with courage, wisdom, insight, stamina and a deep
commitment to honour our past, remain ever vigilant, and adapt to the
new possibilities our contemporary world is making possible.
This is a time in history where we should unite as one people committed to the one set of values and fight for fundamental human rights. A
benefit of this has been seen recently through the remarkable worldwide efforts and developments that have been made in finding an antidote to the recent Novel Coronavirus epidemic. The international work
in the laboratories and in the field has been unprecedented and has required the combined efforts of thousands of scientists and governments.
We should all be proud of this labour. Once we have found a workable
and affordable solution, my hope and prayer is that this united and integrated world-wide approach is continued to address the next immanent
threat – that being human initiated climate change. This project will
require not only the scientists and governments to work collaboratively
but also each one of us.
Rosebank will continue to promote intellectual effort, dialogue, collegiality and inclusion as it prepares its young women and men for a
new world. We are in this together as we share one atmosphere, one
biosphere and one planet. May God give us the insights and bigness of
heart needed to commit to these goals.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal
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Dates for the
Diary
Monday 10 February
Swimming Carnival
Tuesday 11 February
P&F Meeting in SRSC at 7pm
Friday 14 February
Opening Mass
Friday 21 February
Parent Welcome and Information
Evening at 6.30pm
Monday 24 - 26 February
Year 7 Camp
Wednesday 26 February
Ash Wednesday
Saturday 29 February
ACER Scholarship Test date
Sunday 3 May
Rosebank Open Day

From the Assistant Principal

I am mindful that parents have already been welcomed back for 2020
and have received a substantial amount of correspondence from the
College, as the school year clicks into gear. To this end, I will attempt
to keep this first entry as brief as possible.
Firstly, a big thank you to the community for responding in such a
prompt, positive and responsible manner to ongoing precautions being
taken by the College around the Coronavirus. We will continue to
follow the guidance being received from the relevant Government
Health and Education Departments and keep you updated if any further action needs to be taken.
We keep in our prayers, all who continue to be impacted by the bushfires, especially those in our own community. No doubt some of you
may have had to change your holiday plans, or perhaps saw for yourselves some of the devastation during your travels. These experiences
would only have served to remind us all, about just how much we
have to be grateful for. May God provide ongoing strength not only
to those affected families, but to the incredible men and women who
have sacrificed so much to save properties and lives. With so many
weeks since we last gathered together, we are also mindful of staff and
students who may be returning to Rosebank carrying the weight of
lost relatives or friends and hope that the strength that comes from
reconnecting as a community may offer some comfort and support.
Of course, along with difficult days, there are always moments of
celebration to be enjoyed. Once such moment was the recent announcement that our College Principal, Tom Galea was to be awarded
the ‘2019’ Citizen of the Year’ at the City of Canada Bay’s Australia Day
Ceremony held last month.
Tom was selected for this distinguished award late in December in
recognition of his outstanding work connecting the Rosebank College
community to the broader Canada Bay community.
I think we can all agree with Mayor Angelo Tsirekas’ statement:
“Thanks to Tom Galea’s strong leadership, the school is recognised
for its academic excellence and inclusive and flexible community
where students are encouraged to advocate for justice. Tom connects
Rosebank students with the world through an extensive agenda of
immersion programs to 20 different places both here in Australia and
overseas. Tom will also show his support for our Rusty Priest Scholarship program by walking the Kokoda track in April this year. He is a
tremendous champion for the young people in our area and deserves
every accolade for this award.”
As a College, we are proud to have had Tom lead us over these critical
formative years of growth and development. Without his vision, commitment and passion, Rosebank would not be able to enjoy the significant standing in the community that it has, for over the last 15 years.
The start of a year is always a good time to reconnect with the community, whether over a meeting table, or a glass of wine. Hoping to
offer both of those options, I remind you all to please RSVP for the
following:
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P&F Meeting / Strategic Planning – Tuesday, 11 February 7pm (
Rosebank College SRSC)
The College is currently engaging in a reflective process, leading to the
construction of its five-year Strategic Plan (2021 to 2025). We will be using
the upcoming P&F meeting to facilitate this discussion, bringing together our
P&F community for an open conversation regarding strategic planning. This
focus group session is expected to take approximately 60 minutes. Your
feedback is invaluable and you are all invited and encouraged to attend.  
RSVP 1: Due to the coordination required for the Strategic Planning focus
groups, all participants are required to register their attendance click here
to RSVP. If you are not able to access this RSVP link, please confirm the
number of people attending by email to Melanie Nelson (Executive Assistant) mnelson@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
Parent Information Evening and Welcome Function – Friday, 21
February 6:30pm (Rosebank College)
The Parent Information Evening and Welcome Function is for all parents
of students currently attending Rosebank in Years 7 – 12. This is an adult
only event. The information sessions will begin promptly at 6.30pm and will
conclude at approximately 7.30pm, when we will all head into the Auditorium for an official welcome function hosted by our P&F. Please ensure that
you do not miss out on receiving the crucial information pertaining to your
child's Year group and House, which is disseminated at this event. At least
one parent from each family is required to attend.
RSVP 2: Please confirm your attendance for the Parent Information
Evening and Welcome function by clicking here: RSVP Form. If you are
unable to access this link, please email Louisa Gatto (Events Manager)
events@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
As the halls fill with the excited chatter of our new Year 7’s, walking somewhat awkwardly alongside the confident strides of our senior students, my
spirits are lifted and my enthusiasm for teaching, learning and leading feels
reawakened. I thank you for trusting us with the education and care of your
children and look forward to seeing you all at these upcoming events.
Mr Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From the Dean of Learning
Welcome back to parents and students to the new
academic year which often brings excitement and
trepidation in equal proportions. While the excitement
can bring energy, good intentions, and an appetite for
success, to avoid trepidation, there is the need for
students to carefully identify their priorities, be aware
of the little things that they need to do each day, and
understand that growth takes time and perseverance.
The College has an expectation that students attend
each and every day with a minimum standard of
readiness for learning. This means that students will be:
- Punctual to school and to each class
- Equipped with a fully charged laptop at the start
of the day
- Equipped with any other required resource
for specific lessons (eg: textbooks, workbook,
calculator etc)
- Up to date with any due homework for any
lesson, including pre-reading for senior classes.
Should exceptional and rare occurrences prevent
students from being prepared in this way for class then
we ask for parents to use the student diary to make
teachers aware of these circumstances by way of a short
note. Students should also give the teacher the courtesy
of making them aware of the situation prior to class so
they can make the necessary adjustments for that lesson.
Students in 2020 will be challenged to further
embrace personal best strategies so they can become
the best version of themselves. Small increments of
improvement add up to quantum leaps over time. While
disappointment will no doubt occur along the way, this is
the forerunner to developing resilience and motivation
to improve over time and we see this as a vital life skill
which is not limited to academic success.
Often the goal setting exercise is, in itself, a difficult
process if it is to have any significance. To this end, a short
study skills module on effective goal setting can be easily
accessed through the Student and Parent Portals (under
Study Skills). Essentially, if the goal can’t be measured,
not realistic to the student’s abilities, or if open ended in
when it might be achieved by, then it is not a goal.
All students in all year groups are asked to make effective
and consistent use of their diaries as a tool to create a
homework and study timetable. This is the best way to
avoid any disorganisation that is often the precursor to
learning gaps appearing, rushed assessment tasks and
consequently increased stress and anxiety for the student
and their family. In the coming weeks, students and
parents will be able to access the Assessment Handbook
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for each year group on the Student and Parent Portal
which will assist with planning. The assessment calendars,
by year group, are also available through the Portal under
‘Rosebank Calendar’.
Parents are encouraged to sit with their children and
become familiar with the due dates of tasks as well as the
College’s documented policy and procedures relating to
the acceptable completion of these tasks, all of which are
shaped by NSW Educational Standards Authority. In the
past, an unreasonable amount of time and unnecessary
stress has been endured by a small number of students
because of a failure to understand set assessment
policies and procedures. This time can be put to much
better use by ensuring that students understand their
responsibilities at the outset and utilise the documented
processes if, or when, they need to use them.
My message to students is for them to be aware of their
responsibilities in this area and to avoid possibilities of
potential penalties around non-compliance with these
policies and procedures which are entirely necessary
to provide reliability and fairness in reporting. The
student diary also provides some flowchart information
on assessment submission or attendance. The Parent
Welcome & Information Evening on Friday 21st February
is also the opportunity for parents to be updated on
important learning matters and so we look forward to
your attendance at this compulsory event.
Please be aware that if parents have questions or issues
around their child’s learning then you should make
contact with your child’s subject teacher in the first
instance. If it cannot be resolved by the teacher then you
are invited to contact the Studies Coordinator for that
subject.
Your support in providing your child with a quality
education at Rosebank, as always, is greatly appreciated.
Mr. Grant Murphy
Dean of Learning

Year 7 ICT
An important step for our new year 7 students is to be allocated and orientated in the use of their new device. This
process takes place in three steps beginning on Monday, 3rd February 2020.
1. Students will receive their device, email address and be introduced to the basic functions required at the College
2. Students will participate in a workshop presented by Microsoft focused on the use of their device for learning
3. Follow up opportunities will be provided for students to ask questions and receive additional assistance
Parents are reminded that should you require technical support please do not hesitate to contact the ICT Helpdesk
via telephone on 9713 3111 between 8:00am - 4:00pm, or email on helpdesk@rosebank.nsw.edu.au. Students are
able to access ICT Helpdesk services at the school.
Emma Forbes
Assistant Dean of Learning (Middle School)
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From the Dean of Ministry
Learning the work of Peace
After what has been, arguably, the most trying and upsetting summer in modern Australian history I sit at my desk
thinking about how on earth I make some sense of recent
weeks and months. Whether it be politics, international
relations, economics or the greatest issue, our climate,
there has been a seemingly relentless succession of bad
news. And the worst horror has been seeing, not the
future of climate change, but the present, that which some
have called the “new normal”. It would be so easy just to
stick my head under the covers and hope that it would
go away and that “someone else” would do something
about it. However, it has been too hot to hide under the
covers, so I have had to not only think about it, but have
been forced to look at my responsibility as a citizen of this
planet.
In her latest book, The Time is Now: a call to uncommon
courage, Joan Chittister cries from the heart. At age 83
this Benedictine sister from Erie, Pennsylvania, has looked
deeply into and at the world we live in today and, in
particular, at her own homeland in the United States and
issued a stirring and ringing challenge to all people of good
will. Her “call to uncommon courage” does not stop at
the borders of the USA. The concerns Joan raises are not
unique to the United States but are common across the
whole world.  
As I read this book I found that is so often the case with
authors who speak from the heart, a stirring integrity, raw
honesty and fearless truth-naming. Joan adds to her cry a
the fruit of her lifelong immersion in the Scriptures, the
fruit of her Lectio Divina, the fruit of her deep and abiding
love of the Catholic tradition and, above all, her passionate
love of Christ and his people. It is her refusal to be silent
in the face of injustice, discrimination, abuse, environmental vandalism, political and economic selfishness, and just
plain old nastiness, that has led to this woman being feared
by some in power, just as they used to fear Dorothy Day,
Mary MacKillop, Teresa of Jesus, Joan of Arc, Mary Magdelene, Deborah and Eve.
But what is at the heart of Joan’s cry? In the chapter on
“Authenticity” she writes:
Understanding the present - its ills and its sins - is of the
essence of a prophetic spiritual life. To be a follower of
Jesus and ignore those who sit blind by the side of the
road calling for help because, we say, we are too busy to
do anything, unmasks our commitment to comfort. The
question is not,What are we doing? The question is,What
should we be doing in this time and on this day and in
this particular situation? The question is not, How can
we do it all? The question is, Do we do any small thing
to participate in binding up the wounds of the world?
(pp58-59)
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For Christians, Jews and Muslims, indeed for all people
of good will, speaking the truth must always be accompanied by doing the truth. Good Samaritan Benedictines are already presented with the power of doing
the truth when Jesus poses the question to the lawyer:
Which of them was neighbour to the person who
fell into the hands of the robbers? We are left with
nowhere to hide: Go and do the same.
Judaism teaches Tikkun olam - the healing of the world.
It means that everytime I do, speak, show and love the
good, I contribute to the healing of the world. It may
be something so small and unnoticeable that it scarcely
rates mentioning, but the fact that I did it, means that
the world is a better place because of it. The prophets
of Israel taught this often to the point of being beaten
up, exiled, and in some cases, killed.
In a few weeks we will begin the penitential season
of Lent. One of the readings for Ash Wednesday tells
me that the fast that best pleases God is the fast from
injustice, the fast from cruelty, the fast from unkindness
and nastiness, the fast from mindless consumption, the
fast from indifference and leaving it “to someone else”,
the fast from willful ignorance, and the fast from “it’s
not my problem”.
In the later part of the book Joan returns to the question of how I can build a new world, how I can help
heal the planet, how I can be a maker of peace in a
culture obsessed with its own destruction. She writes:
Prophets ask questions most people do not ask
or take time to pursue. Unfortunately, this is the
most important question of all, AFter we’ve said our
prayers, checked the news, shaken our heads over
it, and turned off the TV commentators in despair
and disgust, we suddenly remember someone who
needs the help we have just read about. Then we
ask ourselves what we really stand for - and what
we’ve done to prove
it. At that moment,
we either become
prophets - or simply
churchgoers. And
that is the ultimate question, the
question we must
all answer, And you what are you doing
about it? (p99)

And this will be my way to peace - the peace of Christ which passes all human understanding, that writes straight with
crooked lines, and which, as Benedict says, I must seek after and pursue.  
On behalf of the Ministry Team welcome to 2020!
Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Ministry

Religion News

Religious Literacy Diocesan Results
Toward the end of 2019,Year 8 students undertook the Sydney Catholic Schools Religious Education Diocesan
Test. This test is designed to assess the knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith as taught in Religious Studies classes in Years 7 and 8.
It is with great excitement I inform the College Community that Rosebank students scored commendable results.
The College received 8 High Distinctions, 60 Distinctions, 135 Credits and 42 Participation awards. Individual student
results and certificates will be sent home with the Interim Reports this Term.
Congratulations to the following students who received a High Distinctions in this assessment:
Caitlin Davar
Alexander Moreira
Natalia Santarpia
Anson Shum

James Sibley
Olivia Sullivan
Mattia Treffiletti
Ruby Wilson

Mrs Kylie Carroll
Religious Education Coordinator

Ministry News

Australian Catholic Youth Festival
In December Rosebank Students Annika Parinetto, Alysha Bechara, and Christina Campagna went to Perth for the
Australian Catholic Youth Festival It is truly inspiring for both them and me to see so many young people on fire
with their faith. There were over 6000 students, young adults and teachers at the festival,enjoying every minute of it.
Mr Colm McCaughan
Assistant Dean of Ministry
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Extended Day Program
Extended Day Program Assistant Manager
I am very excited to announce that Justin
Clarkin has stepped into the role of Extended
Day Program Assistant Manager. Many of you
will know Justin as he has been a tutor in the
Extended Day Program since the beginning and
he is currently studying at University to be a
secondary school teacher.
He will be assisting me with overall business
management and administration.
Danielle Puhlmann
Extended Day Program Manager

Study Group, Subject Specific Group Tutoring
and Individualised Tutoring
The Extended Day Program is an initiative of Rosebank
College that operates after school five (5) days a week
from the end of school to 6:00pm. The program offers
a fun, interactive learning structure for all students from
Year 7 to 12.
There are three different programs that are offered
through the Extended Day Program:
Extended Day Program Study Group
Subject Specific Group Tutoring
Individualised Tutoring
Extended Day Program Study Group
Students have opportunities for academic assistance
with study, assessments and homework for all subject
areas. The Study Group cost is $30 per afternoon with
a discount for multiple afternoons per week. The cost
is inclusive of 3:15pm to 6:00pm. To enrol, please go to
the Extended Day Program Booking Website (https://
bookedp1.timetap.com/).
During Term 1 the Extended Day Program will be
offering a specific study group for
Year 9 Mathematics (5.2 and 5.3)
Tuesday afternoon
Year 10 Mathematics (5.2 and 5.3)
Monday afternoon
Mathematics Study Group
Friday afternoon. The Mathematics Study Group is split
into a junior and senior group and is open to students of
all year levels.

Subject Specific Group Tutoring: 3:15pm - 4:15pm
(unless stated)
Small Group Subject Specific Tutoring is a brilliant opportunity for students to revise their work each week.
Tutors facilitate the program in a supportive small group
environment. These 1 hour sessions include 15 minutes
of afternoon tea and 45 minutes of tutoring at a cost of
$25 per session (if already participating in the Extended Day Program/Individualised Tutoring on that day, the
additional cost is only $10).
During Term 1 the Extended Day Program will be
offering Group Tutoring for:
Year 7 Mathematics, Tuesday and Thursday afternoon
Year 8 Mathematics, Monday and Thursday afternoon
Year 9 Mathematics, Monday (5.2) and Wednesday
(5.2 and 5.3) afternoon
Year 11 English, Standard and Advanced, Thursday
afternoon
Year 12 Biology, Monday afternoon, 4:15pm to 5:00pm.
Year 12 English, Standard and Advanced, Wednesday
afternoon
To enrol, please go to the Extended Day Program Booking Website (https://bookedp1.timetap.com/).
Individualised Tutoring
Bookings are now open for Individualised Tutoring during
Term 1. Individualised tutoring is a great opportunity for
students to gain confidence in subjects they are struggling in and allows the tutors to tailor the program to
individual learning needs. Individualised tutoring is offered
in 45 minute time slots. If you would like to enquire
about Individualised Tutoring please contact the Extended Day Program Manager Danielle Puhlmann at dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au or call on 9713 3108 and
speak to Justin or Danielle.
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English News

Rosebank Writers Co-curricular activity

Rosebank Writers begins another year, and new places are available for budding authors! This is an exciting
opportunity to come together with like-minded peers
to write, enter serious competitions, and participate in
workshops with published authors.
Workshops are held in Co-curricular time and encourage students to examine the different forms and features
of diverse writing genres and text types, including writing
for the media (magazines, film and television). Students
will learn the writers’ tools and how to create realistic
and complex characters, settings and scenarios, using
increasingly sophisticated narrative styles.
Students explore how history, myths, legends and popular
culture may influence subject matter and personal style,
and how the past and present may be used to express
ideas in a new and fresh way.
Students’ involvement in this group will help them to
develop skills to work independently as a writer, and to
experiment with language forms, features and structures
and to engage with increasingly complex and layered
concepts. Encouragement to take creative risks will be a
distinctive feature of the workshops.

ReshelvED

Students will be expected to submit to writing competitions for the purpose of building their experience in
editing, and developing and polishing pieces ready for
publication. They may also contribute to the annual Rosebank Writers’ Anthology. In 2019 two of our poets were
finalists in prestigious Poetry competitions, subsequently
receiving public acknowledgement and publication.
So, if you love to write prose, poetry or drama in any
genre and would like to apply to become part of the
Algonquin group (Years 11-12), the Socrates group (Years
9-10) or the Bloomsbury group (Years 7-8) please contact Ms Nuttall via school email to express your writing interest and experience. Include a short sample of
approximately 250-500 words in your application. Send
your sample to: anuttall@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
Note: Current Rosebank Writers’ members who wish
to reapply in 2020 may simply register their interest via
email to Ms Nuttall or Ms Whiticker.
Please note Rosebank Writers is for creative writing only.
Analytical writing skills are not taught in this group.
Angela Nuttall
English Department
Ms Angela Nuttall
English Department

Thank you to Mrs Ross!

Character Day

At the end of last year, the SRSC was very sad to farewell
Mrs Ross, the library manager. Mrs Ross contributed significantly to the creation of the library as it is today. She
was responsible for the introduction of the library monitor program, which has now thrived over many years.
She also played a part in the genrefication of the library
in 2017, an enormous task that fundamentally changed
the way students experience the library and browse the
collection. She worked tirelessly to develop an online
presence through Exchange, thereby allowing a greater
accessibility to information and resources that she curated. Her creativity, passion and commitment informed
everything she did. She will be sorely missed and we wish
her the best at her new school!

As part of Literacy and Numeracy Week, on 6 March, all
year 7 students and teachers will be involved in Rosebank’s annual Character Day.
Character Day is an opportunity to celebrate our favourite books and the characters we love and enjoy.
On this day, all of year 7 come to school dressed as their
favourite book character. House points and Dymocks
vouchers are awarded to the best-dressed male and female student from each house. Costumes do not need to
be expensive or elaborate – imagination is more important and a couple of props may be all that is required.
Stay tuned for more information...!
Ms Hannah Lawrence
Library Technician
Scholastica Research and Study Centre
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Languages News
The Cooking of Italy
The Year 9 Italian and Accelerated students studied a unit on
food in Italian in Semester 2. As part of their class work, they
created a bilingual Italian cookbook. The students worked very
diligently and enjoyed the task immensely. The final product was excellent and they are to be congratulated on their
efforts!
Mrs Cathy Grima

Italian Accelerated Students Achieve Success
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Days for Girls Volunteering

Imagine not being able to attend school for one week every month. Although it may sound great, in reality there
would be too much work to catch up on to be able to keep up with the class. For girls living in remote countries,
this is their reality. Every month girls are forced to stay home, and are sometimes isolated in sheds until their period
ends. This is because these girls do not have access to our regular disposable feminine hygiene products and in their
societies menstruation can sometimes still be seen as a taboo topic.
When Celeste Mergens visited an orphanage in Nairobi, Kenya, she asked the Director of the orphanage what the
girls do when they are on their periods and he replied with “Nothing. They wait in their rooms.” Around the world,
girls and women resort to sitting on cardboard and using items like rags, mattress stuffing, banana leaves and feathers
to manage their menstruation.
Celeste was inspired to start Days For Girls a volunteer based organization that handcraft safe and reusable menstrual pads for women living in these remote countries. Days for Girls increases access to menstrual care and education by developing global partnerships, encouraging volunteers, and innovating sustainable solutions that shatter
stigmas and limitations for women and girls.
Days for Girls also provides menstrual education as it is crucial that all girls learn about their cycle, good washing
practices, health and safety, and why being a woman is worth celebrating!. Education is the key to creating long-lasting, sustainable change in communities and breaking down many of the barriers girls face. For example, when 10%
more girls go to school, their country’s GDP increases on average by 3%. The more girls stay in schools, the more
they are uplifted within their societies.
Until hearing of this organization I had never thought about what girls in other countries do as it is so normal in the
western world to buy our disposable products from the supermarket. After hearing a talk on Days for Girls I was inspired to use this privilege to help other girls around the world. The team I volunteer with at North Strathfied meets
once a month where we work together on making kits that contain reusable feminine hygiene products. If you are
looking for volunteer work for Duke of Ed, community service, or just feel like using your time to help others live a
better life, this organization is a great place to start.
You do not have to be experienced with sewing to volunteer, however, it can be a great opportunity for you to learn
a new skill. My team also extends the invitation to all boys as it is important for everyone to be educated in menstrual health, not only women. By doing this we create a society where we strive for greater understanding and equality
between the genders.
If you are interested in volunteering please send me an email (Stephanie Ius – sius@2020.rosebank.nsw.edu.au). Also,
if you would like to know more about this organization you can visit their website: https://www.daysforgirls.org/
Here are the dates for the upcoming working bees.
Sunday 19 January
Sunday 16 February
Saturday 14 March
Saturday 18 April
Stephanie Ius, Year 12
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Careers

Open Days & Info Sessions
AWARD School Information
Night
Sydney: 5 February 2020, 6:30 pm
- 7:30 pm Online: 6 February 2020,
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
AWARD School is a short course
run by the Australasia Writers and
Art Directors Association to help
anyone interested in developing their
advertising skills and conceptual
abilities. Find out more.
NSW Police | Recruitment
Information Session, 8 February,
8:30 - 10:00 am
NSW Police Force Headquarters,
Parramatta
Physical Training Instructors will
also be available to discuss the
physical testing standards, medical
requirements and tips for training.
Find out more.
Basair Aviation College | Career
Info Seminar 13 February, 7:00 8:30 pm
Basair Aviation College, Bankstown
Aerodrome. Find out more.
UTS | Campus Tour 5 March, 3 - 4
pm & 4:30 - 5:30 pm, University of
Technology Sydney
Find out more: https://forms.uts.edu.
au/web/index.cfm
Workshops & Courses
SAE | Mad Zach Masterclass
Sydney: 10 February, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Tickets for Sydney.
SAE | Flickerfest Masterclass
Sydney: 30 March, 12:00 - 2:00 pm.
Tickets for Sydney.
Learn Motion Graphics with The
School of Motion. Find out more
here.
Scholarships
Enrolled Nurse Scholarships
Closing Date is February 19, 2020.
Find out more

Macquarie Education Costs
Scholarship (MECS). Closing
Date is February 21, 2020.
Find out more

Work Experience

Competitions

Opera Australia Manufacturing
Work Experience Learn more

Laps for Life
Get in the pool this March, and swim
to support young Aussies living with
mental health difficulties. Find out
more and register your interest here.
Further Learning
Take a Pre-Apprenticeship
Course
Apprenticeship Careers Australia
runs free pre-apprenticeship courses
in heaps of different areas. Find out
more here.
Business Traineeship in
Haymarket
MEGT are currently taking
applications on behalf of their client
to start a
P ar e n t W ise
Business
Traineeship
at their
office in
Strengthening
Haymarket.
your relationship
Find out
with your teenager
more and
apply here.

Work Experience with Birdsville
Bird Shop Learn more

Work Experience with SBS
Learn more
Resources
9 quick tips to make life at
school easier in 2020
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

FREE parenting course

Registration is essential

ParentWise is a six-week parenting
course for parents and carers of
12–17 year olds.

To make an enquiry call 8571 7800
or email reception@goodshep.org.au

The program supports parents to
better communicate and strengthen
their relationships with adolescents.

ParentWise provides
you with
• Strategies to connect with your
adolescent based on their stage
of development
• The skills to identify and set
appropriate limits and boundaries
• Knowledge and understanding
of various parenting styles
• Tools to effectively communicate
with your adolescent
• The opportunity to share experiences
and ideas with other parents

Program details
WHEN

TERM 1, 2020:
5:30pm – 7:30pm, Thursdays,
20 February to 26 March, 2020
WHERE
@ Good Shepherd
Light refreshments provided

“I now have a better understanding
why my teenager acts and feels the
way they do.”
“ParentWise helped me feel more
confident in my choices as a parent.”
Quotes from parents

440 Marrickville Rd, Marrickville NSW 2204
02 8571 7800
reception@goodshep.org.au
www.goodshep.org.au
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Rosebank
Uniform Shop

2020 Opening Hours

Extended Day
Program
A FUN, SUPPORTIVE, INNOVATIVE
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Phone: 02 9713 3108
Website: www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/extended-day-program

Monday

8:00am - 12:45pm

Tuesday

11:30am - 4:00pm

Wednesday

11:30am - 4:00pm

Thursday

8:00am - 12:45pm

GROUP TUTORING | DEVELOP STUDY SKILLS | DISCOVER LEARNING STYLES
EXAM PREPARATION | ACTIVITIES | AFTERNOON TEA

(M@L)
Rosebank College Maths Teachers are
available to help you during lunch every
week for the entire year.
Maths @ Lunch is being held in
J202 on Wednesday and
Friday of every week during Lunch
- no booking required, just come in
whenever you need some extra support.

Homework Support
Homework Support is now available every
Monday at lunchtime in Seminar Room 1
of the SRSC.
The SRSC will still be open each afternoon for
individual study.
This is a drop-in service for ANY student who
would like assistance with homework
and/or assessment tasks.
Students who attend receive a stamp in their
diary so that parents and Coordinators can
acknowledge their commitment
to achieving their best.
Diverse Learning Team
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