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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
We are nearly halfway through the first Term. I cannot believe how fast
the year is running away. I want to start this week thanking the hundreds
of parents who attended the Parent Information and Welcome Evening last
Friday, 21 February. The time was filled with hopefully useful information,
meeting staff and social connections with other parents. We are deeply
indebted to the Pastoral and Academic staff who prepared all the important
information for us, and the P&F who showed exceptional hospitality in
keeping with our Benedictine tradition. Finally, I express our combined
gratitude to Mrs Pavicic (Hospitality Teacher), Ms Adams (Hospitality
Assistant) and Mrs Lucas (TAS Coordinator) for guiding and supporting
our senior students as they prepared and served such wonderful culinary
delights that contributed to making the evening such a success. The students
were: Christina Campagna, Racheal Challita, Tiana De Francesco, Alexandra
Durham, Alexandra Dytor, Rose Grasso, Emily Howe, Christian Koutouridis,
Siaan Le Bron, Annelise Lovicu, Elijah Malki, Leah Masmanidis, Dominic
McNamara, Lydia Najdzion, Annika Parinetto, Chelsei Quintal, and Alexia
Stefas.
For the parents who were not able to attend, I am hoping that the
information slides will be uploaded to the Parent Portal soon to ensure that
you are not left out.
We next gather as a community on Wednesday for Ash Wednesday, a ritual
that marks the commencement of Lent, reminding us of the temporary
nature of our existence. This reminder is not a morbid preoccupation with
death but a reminder that our time on earth is limited and we need to stay
focussed on the important personal growth work we all have to attend
to. In the busy nature of modern life, it is so easy to postpone our internal
work of attending to our personal compulsions and free ourselves from the
constraints of ego. In so transcending our self-imposed ‘limitations’ (pride,
lust, anger, laziness, gluttony, envy, greed) we can find the joy that Jesus
promised us: “The Lord has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners, to give
sight to the blind, to free everyone who suffers”. This is the good news that is at
the heart of our Christian tradition.
And what are we invited to do: prayer and reflection (realigning ourselves
with the Creator and creation); penance (walking the talk, living more
simply and asking for forgiveness); alms giving (sharing with those around us
who are in need and so thinking of others first). These very old practices
have served humans for centuries and continue to be an essential part of
wellness and wholeness in spite of what the contemporary world might
promote through escape, self-preoccupation and pursuit of power.
Following on from our various parent conversations last Friday, I think it’s
fair to say that we have all felt disempowered and intimidated at times.
Jennifer Gonzalez wrote in August last year, “When we’re in the presence of
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someone who intimidates us, it gets a lot harder to speak up publicly, especially
if there’s a chance that what we say might be wrong or different from the norm
in any way. This is about a thousand times more true if you’re around 13 years
old and your whole goal in life is to fit in.”
I think as parents and teachers we can all identify with Amy Joyce who
shares this experience: “The other day, my kid and I were at odds. We were
both tired, and probably a bit tired of each other. I was barking orders, he was
whining about said orders. That’s so much fun, isn’t it? I knew I had to walk
away and hit the reset button. So I left the house to go see a movie. Alone. I sat
in a theatre to settle in to “Little Women”. Of course, what I didn’t remember
(or perhaps didn’t notice when I read this as a kid) was how perfect Marmee
was as a mother. I mean, she was patient, she held it together, she had fun with
her girls. She treated each daughter as an individual. She helped others, serving
as an example to her girls — in the middle of a war, no less, without a partner
for help. So as I sat in that dark theatre after spending the day saying ‘up’ when
my kid said ‘down’, that movie spoke to me and may have punched me in the
gut a few times.When I came home that night, my son wanted to talk, and we
did. (And yes, I may have relayed that Marmee speech about her temper almost
word for word). I realize Marmee is pure fiction, but I’ll thank Louisa May Alcott
each time I take a second and meet my kids where they are”.
May we all develop the gift of walking in each other’s shoes and seeing the
world through each other’s eyes. In the meantime, asking for and granting
forgiveness is the most human activity we can engage in. So be kind to
yourself. Blessings!
Mr Tom Galea
Principal
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Dates for the
Diary
Wednesday 26 February
Ash Wednesday
Saturday 29 February
ACER Scholarship Test date
Monday 9 March
Year 9 LPMs
Tuesday 17 March
Year 8 LPMs
Wednesday 18 March
Harmony Day
Monday 23 March
Year 7 LPMs
Friday 3 April
Year 7 Reflection Day
Sunday 3 May
Rosebank Open Day

From the Assistant Principal

It was wonderful to reconnect with our current families and to
meet so many of our new families last Friday evening at the College’s
Information and Welcome Evening. A big thank you goes out to our
incredible staff body, who not only demonstrated true Benedictine
Hospitality, but provided parents with a wealth of invaluable
information about what is in store for each Year group in 2020. We
certainly have another busy year ahead!
We hope that this event also served to demonstrate the College’s
ongoing commitment to the crucial working partnership between
home and school. Events such as this one play an important part
in providing both working and social platform to further develop
and nurture this relationship. With this in mind, a special thank you
to the P&F who arranged and hosted the Welcome function in the
Auditorium, providing the perfect opportunity for all of us to meet
and mingle in a less formal environment. I thank all parents who took
time out of busy schedules to attend. Your commitment to your
child’s ongoing education and your willingness to be actively involved
will greatly enhance your child’s learning and time at Rosebank.
The enthusiasm and momentum with which we have commenced
Term 1 continues for our new Year 7 parents, who are invited by
the P&F to the annual ‘Year 7 Welcome’ on Friday, 6 March at the
Concord Bowling Club. This event allows for a more intimate
opportunity to meet fellow Year 7 parents, the College Principal and
other key members of staff. With the Year 7 Camp taking place this
week, we have no doubt that there will be a great deal of exchanging
stories of new friends made and ‘impossible’ obstacles overcome!
Please contact Louisa Gatto (Events Manager) if you require any
additional information: events@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
We recognise that the beginning of each year can be challenging
for both parents and students during this busy period of transition.
Students across all age groups are taking another brave step up to the
next level of their education journey, making new friends, meeting new
members of staff, tackling new subjects and experiences. While these
things can feel overwhelming, we hope that students and parents can
be reminded that a new start to the year is a ‘clean slate’ and a gift
to us all. It is a chance for self-reflection and the perfect time to set
positive personal and educational goals. A chance for students to look
back at the previous year and to take note of what it was that led to
their successes, both in and out of the classroom, and what areas they
feel they can improve in, both personally and academically.
Learning Progress Meetings (LPM’s)
An important reminder that the Learning Progress Meetings (LPM’s)
for Years 7, 8 and 9 commence this Term and require compulsory
attendance by parents and students as a Condition of Enrolment for
the College. These meetings allow students to lead a conversation
around how they have settled into their schooling and studies. If you
are unable to attend, you must contact your child's House
Coordinator prior to the event, to discuss alternate arrangements
for a meeting. Reports will not be sent home with a student and
parents unable to attend the LPM will still be required to arrange
3

a meeting with their child’s House Coordinator, or a
member of the Leadership Team to discuss their child’s
learning and collect the Report.

Dates for LPMs for the entire year can be found in the
Student Diary. Please ensure that you have these locked
in your calendar to ensure your attendance.

All Year 7, 8 and 9 families would have by now received a
letter with a unique booking code, in preparation for the
evening. If you require any additional information in this
regard, please contact your child’s House Coordinator
immediately.

Mr Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal

Rosebank College Parents and Friends Association (P&F)
warmly invites you to the

Year 7 Parent Welcome Social
Whether you are new to the College community or have been part of
Rosebank for a number of years, this is a great opportunity to meet other
parents of Year 7 students, the College Principal, Assistant Principal and
senior staff members in a relaxed and informal setting.
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Cost:
Dress:

Friday, 6 March 2020
6.30pm - 8.30pm
Concord Bowling Club - 1a Clermont Avenue, Concord
$25 per person
Catering is by Munoushee Catering serving Lebanese tapas
Smart casual
Note: This is a parent/guardian only event
RSVP & Payment: Sunday, 1 March 2020
https://www.trybooking.com/BIEBD
For further queries, please contact Rosebank College
events@rosebank.nsw.edu.au or 9713-3179
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P&F News

Dear Parents and Carers,
The Rosebank College P&F is guided by two important rules of St Benedict – Hospitality and Community. Last
Friday night we saw this in full swing with the Parent Welcome & Information Night where we were able to play
host to close to 1000 parents along with our wonderful hospitality students and their teachers. Personally, I love the
opportunity to catch up with so many parents, meet new parents and was even lucky enough to touch base with an
old family friend who I had not seen for close to 30 years even though our parents had kept in touch.
These events don’t happen by accident. Firstly, I must thank Heather Noblett and Phil Hargans from Lion Beer
Australia who were able to donate the beer as well as Antonella Mifsud from Taylors Wines for the wine supplied.
Complimenting these wonderful donations was the work of three special people – Sandra Renwick, Adrian Tourle and
Lori Bridge who worked to ensure that the drinks were cold and that the tables had a beautiful selection of cheeses,
vegetables and dips. With a big jump in expected numbers from last year, they were able to make sure that we were
able to cater with enough food and healthy options.
A special thankyou to the people who helped setup on the night and serve drinks including Leanne Quach, Daniel
Mifsud, Antonella Mifsud, Adrian Tourle, Irina Castellano, Duncan Sibley, Todd Coleman, Scott Osborne, Karen
Osborne, Elena Gamboa and Tony Serratore.
This year the plates and serviettes were made from recycled materials while the cups used for serving were
biodegradable. This is consistent with the P&F’s efforts to be as sustainable as possible in all that we do.
Our next event, on 6 March, is the Year 7 Parent Welcome Social at Concord Bowling Club. Please RSVP here as
soon as possible so that we can organise the catering.
You will have also received an online form asking for help from parent volunteers – any help is welcomed at the
activities we run, and no special skills are needed – just your enthusiasm.
If anyone would like to contact me with any P&F related queries, please don’t hesitate to email me on
damianjbridge@gmail.com.
Mr Damian Bridge
P&F President
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NSW School Vaccination Program

Each year NSW Health works in partnership with schools to offer the vaccines recommended by the National
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for adolescents as part of the school vaccination program.
In 2020 the following vaccines will be offered:
YEARS
VACCINE
NUMBER OF DOSES
DATE
Year 7
Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine
2-doses at least 6 months apart
13 March
Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis (whooping
Single dose
29 October
cough) vaccine
Year 10
Meningococcal ACWY vaccine
Single dose
4 June
Parent Information Kits that include an information sheet, consent form and privacy statement will be sent home to
parents/guardians closer to the date. To consent to the vaccination of your child, parents/guardians are advised to:
• read all the information provided
• complete the consent form, including signing your name next to the vaccine/s you would like your child to receive
• return the completed consent form to your child’s school
• Ensure that your child eats breakfast on the day of the school vaccination clinic
Your support is greatly appreciated and will help maintain the health and well-being of our students and the broader
community. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact your local Public Health Unit on 1300 066
055 or visit the NSW Health website at www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation
Mr Harry Vomvellis
Assistant Dean of Administration (Senior School)
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Reshelved News

Welcome to Ms McLeod
The SRSC is excited to announce the appointment of
our new Library Manager, Audrey McLeod. Ms McLeod
joins Rosebank from The University of Wollongong. We
look forward to benefiting from the full extent of her
knowledge and experience. Welcome Ms McLeod!

Character Day – Less than two weeks to go!
6 March marks the annual Character Day for Year 7 and
staff. Preparations are now in full swing in the SRSC.
We encourage all students who are yet to decide upon
their costume to come down to the library to check out
the photographs of costumes from previous years and
browse the books we have displayed for inspiration. Costumes do not have to be elaborate, but we do encourage
all participants to get into the spirit of their character.
Stay tuned for a full rundown of the event in next week’s
newsletter.
Ms Hannah Lawrence
Library Technician
Scholastica Research and Study Centre
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Sport Report
Sport
Baseball
Baseball
Baseball
Competition
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal

Coach
Heather Livian
Liam Birminham
Travis
Team
U13’S Purple
U14’s Red
U14’s Green
U14’s Blue
U15’s Yellow
U15’s Black
U16’s Orange
U16’s Silver

Congratulations to our U14
Baseball team on their huge win
against Kissing Point on Saturday
securing them a position in the
final series.

Gemma Lockhart has been
selected for the NSWCCC Girls
Cricket team to play at NSW
All Schools Carnival in March.
She was also recently selected
in the NSW Metro U17 Girls
Indoor Cricket team to compete
at Nationals in Victoria in the
July School Holidays. Over the
summer break she made her 1st
Grade Debut for Sydney Tigers
in the Women’s Premier Cricket
competition.

Mr John Diakis
Co-curricular Assistant
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Team
Kissing Point
North Sydney
Macquarie Saints
Opposition
RBC Green
RBC Blue
RBC Purple
RBC Red
BYE
Eetswa FC
Young Bhoys
Skillage FC

Result/score
Won 13-3
Defeated 5-4
Defeated 8-3
Result
Won 4-2
Won 4-2
Defeated 4-2
Defeated 4-2
BYE
Draw 6-6
Defeated 6-1
Defeated 4-3

MVP
Erika Okubo-Fleming
Whole Team
Jarrod Noble
Player of the match
Team
Ethan Di-Giacomo
Jai Thompson
Nathan Aldridge
BYE
Jaimie Ottaviano
Aidan Duong
Flavio Tedesco

Delaney News

Congratulations to Cormac Ryan who on Sunday
16th February won the Men’s Wheelchair Race at the
Billbergia Bennelong Bridget Run. He won the Opens
event by completing 7km in 23:45 minutes, competing
against people of all ages. He was awarded the Louise
Sauvage Trophy for coming first.
Ms Claire Moran
Delaney House Coordinator

International Benedictine Short Stay Student Exchange Program
(IBSSSEP)
In the International Benedictine Short Stay Student Exchange Program (IBSSSEP), we have recently welcomed back
our Rosebank students from their travels and they have created many fond memories and formed lasting friendships.
We are currently looking for families who are interested in participating in the program by hosting an overseas
student from one of our partner schools.
All families with a student from Year 7 – Year 11 may apply to host.
Our International students will arrive in July prior to commencement of Term 3
and will be here for a duration of 4 -5 weeks.
To register your interest for hosting, please complete the online registration form.
If you would like any further information on the program please do not hesitate to contact
Sinead O’ Shea Clarke on 02 9713 3188 or ibsssep@rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Year 9 Food Technology made breakfast smoothies plus coconut yoghurt chia breakfast jars
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Extended Day Program

Study Group, Subject Specific Group Tutoring and
Individualised Tutoring
The Extended Day Program is an initiative of Rosebank
College that operates after school five (5) days a week
from the end of school until 6:00pm. The program offers
a fun, interactive learning structure for all students from
Year 7 to 12.
There are three different programs that are offered
through the Extended Day Program:
• Extended Day Program Study Group
• Subject Specific Group Tutoring
• Individualised Tutoring
Extended Day Program Study Group
Students have opportunities for academic assistance
with study, assessments and homework for all subject
areas. The Study Group cost is $30 per afternoon with
a discount for multiple afternoons per week. The cost
is inclusive of 3:15pm to 6:00pm. To enrol, please go to
the Extended Day Program Booking Website (https://
bookedp1.timetap.com/).
During Term 1 the Extended Day Program will be
offering a specific study group for
• Year 9 Mathematics (5.2 and 5.3), on
Tuesday afternoon
• Year 10 Mathematics (5.2 and 5.3), on
Monday afternoon
• Mathematics Study Group, on Friday
afternoon. The Mathematics Study Group is split
into a junior and senior group and is open to
students of all year levels

During Term 1 the Extended Day Program will be
offering Group Tutoring for:
• Year 7 Mathematics, Tuesday and Thursday
afternoon
• Year 8 Mathematics, Monday and Thursday
afternoon
• Year 9 Mathematics, Monday (5.2) and
Wednesday (5.2 and 5.3) afternoon
• Year 10 Mathematics, Wednesday (5.2)
afternoon
• Year 11 English, Standard and Advanced,
Thursday afternoon
• Year 12 Biology, Monday afternoon, 4:15pm to
5:00pm
• Year 12 English, Standard and Advanced,
Wednesday afternoon
• Year 12 Chemistry, Thursday afternoon
• Year 12 Legal Studies, Tuesday afternoon,
4:15pm to 5:00pm
To enrol, please go to the Extended Day Program
Booking Website (https://bookedp1.timetap.com/).
Individualised Tutoring
Bookings are now open for Individualised Tutoring during
Term 1. Individualised tutoring is a great opportunity
for students to gain confidence in subjects they are
struggling in and allows the tutors to tailor the program
to individual learning needs. Individualised tutoring is
offered in 45 minute time slots. If you would like to
enquire about Individualised Tutoring please contact the
Extended Day Program Manager Danielle Puhlmann at
dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au or call on 9713 3108
and speak to Justin or Danielle.

Subject Specific Group Tutoring: 3:15pm - 4:15pm
(unless stated)
Small Group Subject Specific Tutoring is a brilliant
opportunity for students to revise each week. Tutors
facilitate the program in a supportive small group
environment. These 1- hour sessions include 15 minutes
of afternoon tea and 45 minutes of tutoring at a cost of
$25 per session (if already participating in the Extended
Day Program/Individualised Tutoring on that day, the
additional cost is only $10).
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Careers

Open Days & Info Sessions
WSU | Campus Tour,
Campbelltown
6 March 2020, 4:00 pm - 5:00
pm, Western Sydney University
Campbelltown Campus Find out
more

The Tuckwell Scholarship
Program
Value: $22,200 AUD per year.
Open/Closing Dates: March 4,
2020 – March 25, 2020. ANU study
scholarship.
Find out more

Basair | Career Info Seminar
12 March 2020, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm,
Basair Aviation College, Bankstown
Aerodrome

Competitions
Future Leaders Photography
Prize 2020. Find out more

Learn more about a career in
aviation and the benefits Basair
can provide for your training as a
commercial pilot.Find out more

Sleek Geeks Science Eureka
Prize
Sponsored by the University of
Sydney. Entries open on Wednesday
4 March and close on Friday 1 May.
Find out more

AIE | Information Evening
19 March 2020, 6:00 pm - 8:00
pm, Academy of Interactive
Entertainment, Ultimo. Discover the
courses designed to get you started
in game development, 3D animation
and visual effects. Find out more
Sydney Design School | Info
Session
25 March 2020, 6:00 pm - 6:40 pm,
Sydney Design School Find out more
Workshops & Courses
UNSW | United Nations
Workshop
27 March 2020, 8:30 am - 3:00 pm,
UNSW Kensington Campus. Find out
more
Scholarships
Rheem Apprentice Plumber
Grants.Value: $3,000, Open/Closing
Dates: February 10, 2020 – March 30,
2020. Find out more
Japan Australia LNG (MIMI)
Student Exchange Scholarship
Value: $5,000, Open/Closing Dates:
January 1, 2020 – July 1, 2020. Find
out more
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International Essay Contest for
Young People
This year’s theme is “A Letter from
Myself in 2030”. Entries are open
to anyone in the world under the
age of 25, and must be submitted by
Monday 15 June. Find out more and
enter here:
Australian Brain Bee Challenge.
Find out more here
Further Learning
Apprenticeships vs Traineeships
Apprenticeship and Traineeship
Vacancies, My Gateway. Link to
vacancies and contact details
Work Experience
University of Sydney Chemical
Engineering Work Experience.
Students are teamed up with either
an academic or PhD student to work
on a project. For students in year 10.
Learn more
Myer Work Experience
Complete the online application
form to apply for work experience at
Myer. Before applying online, please
ensure you have visited the Myer
store where you wish to complete

your work experience placement
and have spoken with a member of
our Management team. Learn more
Work Experience with
Sunnyfield Disability Services
Gain new skills and on the job
training with Sunnyfield. Sunnyfield
can provide student placement
opportunities across 65 locations in
NSW and the ACT.You must be 16
years or older to apply. Learn more
Gap Year and Exchange
Programs
What are the benefits of taking a gap
year? find out more about Gap Years
Australian Defence Force Gap
Year program
You can apply to take part in an ADF
gap year program – whether you’re
considering joining up or not.
You could experience a number
of jobs that the Army, Navy or Air
Force have to offer, as well as gaining
new skills e.g. leadership, meet new
people, travel and go adventuring.
Rotary Youth Exchange
Australia
Expressions of interest for 2021
exchanges are open now. Find out
more here
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Rosebank
Uniform Shop

2020 Opening Hours

Extended Day
Program
A FUN, SUPPORTIVE, INNOVATIVE
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Phone: 02 9713 3108
Website: www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/extended-day-program

Monday

8:00am - 12:45pm

Tuesday

11:30am - 4:00pm

Wednesday

11:30am - 4:00pm

Thursday

8:00am - 12:45pm

GROUP TUTORING | DEVELOP STUDY SKILLS | DISCOVER LEARNING STYLES
EXAM PREPARATION | ACTIVITIES | AFTERNOON TEA

(M@L)
Rosebank College Maths Teachers are
available to help you during lunch every
week for the entire year.
Maths @ Lunch is being held in
J202 on Tuesday and
Friday of every week during Lunch
- no booking required, just come in
whenever you need some extra support.

Homework Support
Homework Support is now available every
Monday at lunchtime in Seminar Room 1
of the SRSC.
The SRSC will still be open each afternoon for
individual study.
This is a drop-in service for ANY student who
would like assistance with homework
and/or assessment tasks.
Students who attend receive a stamp in their
diary so that parents and Coordinators can
acknowledge their commitment
to achieving their best.
Diverse Learning Team
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