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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
In thinking about this past week I came across the following
words from Shirley Trusty Corey of the New Orleans Arts
Council. “The arts must be considered an essential element of
education. They are tools for living life reflectively, joyfully and
with the ability to shape the future.”
We witnessed this during the three extraordinary
performances of school production ‘Shrek the Musical’. These
performances transported us to another world and we found
ourselves going deep within. We were inspired, enchanted,
entertained, excited, moved, transfixed and transcended. Like
all great performances it made us laugh, cry, clap, sing, celebrate
and admire.
We are deeply grateful to the cast and crew of the musical.
We are deeply indebted to their commitment, dedication, love
of performance, mutual respect and inclusiveness. Their spirit,
humility, service and justifiable pride was contagious. We note
the high professional standards set by the staff: Mr De Bressac,
Mr Savet, Mr Sinclair-Kydd, Ms Nandi, Mr Lomnicki, Ms Henry,
Ms James, Ms Hill, Ms Bourke, Ms Boutros, Ms Gamma, Ms
Markovic, Ms Du, Ms Francis and Ms Parker. The large student
contingent was impressive and signals a significant growth in
the community in its love for live performance. We celebrate
the effort and gifts of the main cast: Joel Crouch, Alyssa Turner,
Liam Vicari, Patrick Gill, Ella Ferguson, Alex Tedeschi, Penelope
Christian. They, along with a myriad of other supporting
performers listed in the program provided us with wonderful
entertainment. We are also so grateful to Damian Bridge,
Karen Griffiths and the 40 P&F volunteers who generously
assisted with the sales of food and drinks throughout the three
nights.
(But there is more. ) Given the tragic circumstances of our
brothers and sisters in Christchurch, the musical for me
represents the antithesis of that hateful, brutal and totally
unjustified attack. We embrace whole heartedly the theme of
the musical - of being inclusive and celebrating diversity. We
hold the ideology that it is not helpful, and that hatred must
be called out and shamed. We celebrate and embrace the care
for others and the welcome of the stranger. We acknowledge
the core and essential value expressed by St Benedict of
Hospitality and understand that in our encounters with others,
we see the face of God.
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We are reminded that there are forces in our own
society that captures the imagination of those wounded,
radicalising them, instilling hatred and division. We must
remain vigilant for the signs, and rescue the victims of this
evil tendency before it is too late. We must stay focused
on the work of the heart and spirit, as well as the mind
and body. When humans get out of alignment, when they
become stuck, when they lose rationality and become
victims of revenge, then they become extremely unwell
and dangerous.
The events of Christchurch remind us that we all have a
community responsibility to spot and name hatred, and the
language that cradles it in our own speech, in our media
and in politics. I believe we are sick of fear mongering and
opportunism. We want leadership that inspires us to be
our best. That reminds us of our extraordinary capacity
to love and care. That anxiety and hope are contradictory.
That we are ‘hope people’ on a journey together and that
this journey is as important as the destination. We are
pilgrims searching and longing for peace. We recommit
ourselves to seek this peace through doing and fighting for
justice. And it starts with me today right here and right
now!
The hope and strength portrayed in the musical stands in
direct contrast to the narrow, power based approach of
those who try to control, and limit us rather than to serve
and lead us. Their days are coming to an end.
And so the College continues to guide our young along
the journey of self-reflection so as to build a positive,
constructive, hope-filled life. We do this in so many ways.
Some of these include the immersion experiences that
occur during the year where we meet, live with and are
among people of diverse cultures and faith traditions,
Sharing meals with family, sharing stories and forcing us
to question our materialism and secularism. We do not
engage in this work as some form of patrimony, being the
‘wealthy west’ sharing the crumbs off the table. We go
with open and humble hearts learning and committing to
understanding, and the respectful and mutual exchange
of meaning. Part of this mutual responsibility is the
commitment to share what we have learnt, as well as to
assist others to experience our life and culture. These
are not travel/holiday junkets. The next two programs
are to China and Tanzania in April, and I congratulate
the staff for their tremendous generosity in the use of
their holiday break to allow this to occur as well to the
students who courageously move out of their comfort
zone to allow a new way of seeing and thinking to
develop. The lessons learnt are life changing.
Last but not least I thank our wonderfully supportive
parents who not only embrace the whole curriculum of
the College but support it through their generous gift
of time, funds and travel. This is often at great sacrifice
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to themselves and family. Rosebank cannot be in this
partnership without your wholehearted support for
its mission. And it is this mission to wholeness and
integration of mind body, spirit, body, and heart that will
allow us all to be our best and to produce the calibre of
citizens and leaders we desperately need throughout the
world. The message of Jesus today is as needed as it was
2000 years ago. "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because
he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed
free” Lk 18
We are grateful for the generosity of so many who
worked tirelessly on Saturday to support the immersion
program though the Ashfield Bunnings Warehouse
BBQ. We acknowledge the generous donations of our
families ably led by the Ministry team of Dr O’Shea, Mrs
Middeldorp, Mrs Carol and Mr McCaughan.
We continue to journey together humbly caring for each
other and looking out for the trip hazards that can so
easily lead us astray.
Tom Galea
Principal

Dates for the
Diary
Tuesday 19 March
Year 8 LPMs
Thursday 21 March
Harmony Day
Monday 25 March
Year 7 LPMs
Friday 12 April
Holy Week Liturgy
End of Term 1
Sunday 5 May
Open Day

Enrolments for Year 7, 2022
for current families and
Alumni close 29 November,
2019

From The Assistant Principal
I have often said that our students are our best ambassadors and
they are! – This was evident over the past few weeks and with
the culmination of the musical, Shrek. I sat at the performance on
Friday night in absolute awe. Not only was the production slick and
professional in nature, it allowed our students the opportunity to share
their talents and hard work with us, the Rosebank community. It was a
real buzz and a privilege to witness these wonderful students shine!
I have often spoken to students around the importance of looking
after themselves, especially during these busy times where a lot of
assessment tasks are about to be due. Although we push our students
each day to achieve their best, the most important thing is that
students have a balance in their lives. This balance will go a long way to
helping reduce stress levels in young people.
I cannot emphasise enough the importance of adolescents being
involved with outside interests, whether it is the musical, sport, dance,
casual employment, volunteer groups, etc. Not only does it provide
students with some down time away from their studies, but also all the
other benefits offered around health, relationships, independence, etc.
Through our Pastoral Programs, extra-curricular opportunities and
in our classes at Rosebank, we work with our students in the area
of time management. Too often students attempt to get assessable
work completed the night before it is due. With a little bit of forward
planning students can timetable both their schooling and outside
commitments in order to stay on top of their busy schedules.

Since the start of the year, Years 10, 11 and 12 have had the opportunity to hear from guest speakers and presenters
about being organised and setting up good routines that help them balance the business of a ‘schooling life’.
I continually encourage students to communicate more effectively with their teachers especially around the areas of
clarification and feedback. It is most important that each student has a clear understanding of the expectations within
assessments and that by sharing their drafted work with their teachers before the due date students can receive
constructive feedback on whether they are on the right track.
For students to operate at their full potential we cannot underestimate the role a healthy body plays in leading to a
healthy mind. At least 20 minutes a day of exercise, a minimum of 9 hours sleep for teenagers and a balanced diet
where calories consumed equals calories burnt, is strongly suggested by health professionals.
The last suggestion for students around studying patterns is to keep distractions to a minimum. Don’t study with
your phone next to you. It is too big a temptation to check messages, updates, posts, notifications. Less screen time,
although easier said than done, will also go a long way to keeping students focused, on task and should improve
energy levels.
Congratulations to all students who have been able to stay on top of their assessment schedules. Good luck with
your future results and please ensure you reflect on your teacher’s feedback to help you with upcoming tasks.
Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From the Dean of Ministry

In the name of God, All merciful, All compassionate
Yesterday at Mass, the community joined to pray for our Muslim sisters and brothers who were murdered in an
horrific act of violence on Friday. In the outpouring of grief around the world, I found it even harder to understand
what had happened, because, I think, it happened in New Zealand. Julia Gillard once remarked on a visit to New
Zealand. “You are not our friends, you are family”. Australians and New Zealanders have had a special bond for a
long time. It was cemented in the ANZAC tradition and it has endured ever since. But, this attack on the family was
made all the more poignant because it was an attack on Muslim New Zealanders gathering or gathered in prayer
in their mosques in the city that bears the name of Christ. This attack on our family was an attack on the Muslims
in our family. Our Muslim sisters and brothers are precisely that, OUR sisters and brothers. And all of us have a
duty and responsibility to stand in solidarity with Australian and New Zealand Muslims to say that an attack on any
member of the family, is an attack on the rest of us. Pope Francis expressed over and over again during his visit to
the United Arab Emirates in February, that Christians and Muslims must join together to build a culture of peace
and justice, a culture where hate has no home and where violence becomes a memory. His words from Rome on
Saturday echoed not only the sorrow in his heart, but the urgency to work actively to build that culture of peace.
Our prayer at St Francis’
yesterday reminded us that
the bonds of family run very,
very deep. Jews, Christians
and Muslims claim Abraham
/ Ibrahim as our common
father in faith. We heard
the words of the opening
Sura of the Qu’ran prayed
by many of the Christchurch
Muslims moments before
they were killed, and prayed
by Muslims the world over
at the start of every time
of prayer. They proclaim
faith in a God whose name
is Mercy and Compassion.
They proclaim faith in the
same God worshipped by
Jews and Christians who also
call God “all merciful and all
compassionate”.

In the name of God,
the infinitely Compassionate and Merciful.
Praise be to God, Lord of all the worlds.
The Compassionate, the Merciful.
Ruler on the Day of Reckoning.
You alone do we worship,
and You alone do we ask for help.
Guide us on the straight path,
the path of those who have
received your grace;
not the path of those who
have brought down wrath,
nor of those who wander astray.
Amen.

Bunnings Warehouse Ashfield BBQ
The Ministry team is literally jumping for joy! On an overcast and at
times rainy Saturday, Mrs Middeldorp, Mrs Carroll, Mr McCaughan,
Mr Moreira, Ms Lucas, Mr Butera, Mr Gray and our immersion
students, their partners, friends and families worked hard all day at
the sausage sizzle BBQ from early morning to late afternoon. At
day’s end we took just under $4000 back to school. On behalf of all
our parents and friends who gave so generously and selflessly, and
often anonymously, donating absolutely everything we needed on the
day – gourmet sausages, kilos of onions, bread rolls, and mountains
of drinks, I thank you all from the bottom of our hearts! We are
well on the way to making our $10,000 immersion fundraising a
reality.
Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Ministry
4

SHREK THE MUSICAL
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Sport Report
CBSA Soccer Trials against Holy Cross College
While all other CBSA and SCC Sport was cancelled, Rosebank College sent seventy five students over three teams
to play trial matches against Holy Cross College at Ryde. Although it was only a pre - season fixture, the boys looked
cohesive in all matches as they adapted to the various structures implemented by the coaching staff. We walked away
with victories in all games and all coaches were extremely pleased with the quality of soccer played by all teams.
Juniors:
Rosebank College 7 defeated Holy Cross College 0
Intermediates: Rosebank College 3 defeated Holy Cross College 1
Seniors:
Rosebank College 3 defeated Holy Cross College 2
Mr Anthony Gray and
Mrs Katherine Johnson
Co-curricular Assistants
Congratulations to Samuel Fernandes (Year 10) for
representing Australia in International Futsal Top 12
competition 2019.
Samuel undertook trials approximately eight months ago
to be part of the Australian Futsal Team, to participate in
the International Futsal Competition in Spain. Samuel was
successful and has recently returned from Spain after an
enriching experience.
Samuel was captain for the Australian squad and lead the team
to a much deserved second position in the tournament. He
was also the only player in the squad to start all the games. The
Australian squad won all their games bar a close win to a very
strong Brazilian team (2-1 Defeated).
Andeera Fernandes
Parent

Congratulations to Kaide Morrissey of Year 9 who came
second in the Bathurst Cycling Classic NSW Hill climb held on
Saturday 16 March representing the U/15 men’s. He has been
training hard for the 4.1 km hill climb which finishes on top of
Mount Panaroma. Kaide was placed third in the U15 mencriterium racing Bathurst.
Mr Anthony Taylor
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‘Shrek the Musical’ P&F Volunteers
The College would like to formally thank, and acknowledge the following parents for volunteering their time and
services through the ‘Parents and Friends’ Association. The P&F took care of the Food, snacks and drinks component
of the evening.
Grainne
Damian
Maria
Irina
Helen
Steffi
Anne
Kelly
Michelle
Rita
Michelle
Ann
Karen
Agatha
Shannon
Laura
David
Maria
Margaret
Dimi

Brazil
Bridge
Capezio
Castellano
Christian
Chung
Cunneen
Dargan
Durham
Evangelista
Gaskill
Gould
Griffiths
Herbert
Hickey
Holst
Indge
Ius
Kaloudis
Katsaros

Fiona
Carmel
Rosaria
Antonella
Kylie
Scott
Valasia
Leanne
Rekha
Amanda
Duncan
Greg
Nicholas
Nicole
Josephine
Cecile
Lynne
Sam
Maria

Lahood
Meade
Meli
Mifsud
Morrissey
Osborne
Papadakis
Quach
Sanghi
Sapienza
Sidley
Sinclair
Sinclair
Smeulders
Tommaso
Triccas
Vertannes
Voukenas
Wade

Dwyer News
Year10 Pastoral Day
On Friday the 8th of March,Year 10 was lucky enough to hear from Trent
Southworth, an ex-police officer who spoke with wisdom and experience on
the effects of drugs and alcohol on teenagers. He used his own experiences to
enlighten us on how severe drug and alcohol consumption can be and how it can
affect our lives because we may not understand the consequences of our actions.
As year 10 listened to his knowledge, we were grateful for all he has taught us and
we appreciate him taking
his time to inform us about this very important subject.
Year 10 also had the opportunity to listen to Brent Sanders, a former policeman who visited Rosebank College
to speak to us about issues around the use of drugs/alcohol, sexual assault and abuse on teenagers. We were
informed about the effects of substance abuse and alcohol on ourselves and what it can do to you. Since Brent
also had experience as a policeman he had some personal stories to share. They were very interesting and
relevant to these issues. Next Brent talked about sexual assault and the laws around it. He told us what it meant
and some of the different types of assault. The talk overall was very interesting and informative. This was a great
opportunity for Year 10 to hear a very worthwhile message.
Lydia Najdzion and Benjamin Rodrigues
Year 10 Dwyer
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Bunnings Warehouse BBQ – Rosebank Ministry Immersion Fundraising
The College would like to give thanks and acknowledge families and individuals that generously donated to our succuessful BBQ at Bunnings Ashfield on Saturday. Donations were received for sausages, onions,bread rolls, water, cans
of drink, and many other BBQ necessities
Chris Papadakis
Carol Bloomfield
Sarina Ferrigo
Debra Harvey
Usha Zuzza
Aisha Cooper
Samantha Esho
Papandreas Wetherill Park
Fiona Lahood
Hajnalka Hivessy
Ghina Romanos
Theo Fotopoulos
Jane O'Neill
Michelle Choi-Tourle
Damian Bridge
Susan Tunstead
Belmore Meats
Jennie Dudgeon
Susan O'Donovan
Nicholas Lentros
Nidhi Mahant
Bernadette McGing
Karole Torok
Kylie- Anne Morrissey
Sonja Soderbom
Wests Ashfield Leagues Club
Michelle Durham
Lynne & Roger Vertannes
Antonie Mosovitz
Angelo Labos
Rose Capezio
Pedro Moreira
Toola Bougesis
Ande Kelly
Philomena Middeldorp
Woolworths Burwood
Cate Vardanega
Joanne Parnell
Shannon Hickey
Elizabeth Hedges
Donna Harris
Fiona Hellams
Bronwyn Rogers
Alex Parpaiola
Sidhant Rajasimha
Joanna Ruggeri
Angelo Labos
Antonella Mifsud
Sue Fayad
Martial Arts Academy
Binh Pham
Peter and Nancy Giarratano
Renee and Alfie ViscusoKi Martial Arts Academy
Olivia Phan
Fiona Hellams
Mrs Fisher
The P & F are selling the 2018/19
Entertainment Books to raise money
for Rosebank.
Please click on the link to order.
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2198d49
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IBSSSEP News

Student Exchange Newsletter Article
During the summer holidays, students Peter Christou (Year 11) and I travelled to Stiftgymnasium Melk in Austria as a
part of the International Benedictine Short Stay Student Exchange Program. I stayed in a small town called Ferschnitz,
which was around 40 minutes from the school by train.
The school in which we attended, was a part of the Melk Abbey, this meant, we often had monks as teachers. We
attend English, Maths, History, Chemistry and many other classes, however, mostly we were taught in German.
The school was very different from ours, classes started at 7:50am and
finished at 1:30pm, however they do not take meal breaks in order to
finish early.
When we weren't attending school we had such amazing experiences that
were truly ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunities. We participated in skiing, went
on hikes, visited castles and historic sights and made new friends which
become lifelong friendships.
We were welcomed into our host families and host schools with
open arms. We were totally immersed in the culture and were able to
experience the life of a different culture, so many amazing memories were
made and we are extremely grateful to all the people that made this trip
possible.
Ruby Laidlaw
Year 11 Adamson SS2
If you like to be part of the IBSSSEP by either hosting an international
student in July 2019 or wish to express an interest to travel,
please contact Ms Lidia Barron on ibsssep@rosebank.nsw.edu.au

ALUMNI REUNION - 50 YEARS
Arrangements have now been finalised for the 50 year Rosebank College class reunion.
Class of 1969 - 50 Year Reunion
Celebrate with fellow classmates
Date: Saturday 18 May 2019
Time: 12 noon
The Little Snail, 50 Murray Street, Pyrmont
(100m from the light rail).
Cost: $45 (+ drinks) for a 3 course lunch.
RSVP by 30 April to Sue West (née Gooley) mumwest@hotmail.com 0432 112 294
Do you know someone that should be informed? If so,please spread the word.
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Careers
University Information
University Admissions Centre
News
Applications for study in 2020 will
open on Wednesday 3 April and early
bird (low fee) applications will close
on 30 September.
Students will receive their PINs on
Wednesday 3 April. These will be
sent to the email address NESA has
on file. They will also need their UAC
number to apply. This is their NESA
student number with 1 in front.
Students are encouraged to visit the
UAC website regularly as key dates
and courses will be updated as
information becomes available.
A meeting with Year 12 students will
be held before the end of Term 1 to
provide further information on the
UAC application process including
the Educational Access and School
Recommendation Schemes.
NSW/ACT Uni Open Days from
UAC
Find all the open days in UAC’s PDF
guide here
Medicine | ANU and UCAT
applications for 2020 admission
Find details for every medical
program in Australia and the
deadlines you need to know here
Is getting a university degree
worth it?
Like so many things in life, there’s no
answer to this question that’s right
for everybody. But while going to
university is an individual decision,
it’s definitely one that’s worth
considering from all angles.
Read more
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Work Experience
Sydney Theatre Company Work
Experience
Mon 7 – Fri 11 Oct | 9am – 4pm |
Fox Studios | Moore Park
Applications open Mon 22 Apr 2019.
Applications close Fri 26 Jul 2019
Twenty-five Drama students in Years
10 and 11 from across NSW have
the opportunity to participate in
our immersive, interactive Work
Experience Week.
For more information, contact
workexperience@sydneytheatre.
com.au
Intelligence & Cyber Security
Work Experience
ASD offers work experience
placements for Year 10–12 students
at the Australian Cyber Security
Centre. The program is focused on
students who are considering further
studies in a STEM-related field.
All placements are in Canberra.
Students from interstate are
welcome to participate but are
responsible for their own travel and
accommodation. Find out more
NSW Fire & Rescue Work
Experience
Work Experience with us allows
school students the opportunity to
develop industry-specific skills and
generic work skills in an authentic
work environment.
Where: Fire and Rescue NSW
Emergency Services Academy,
Orchard Hills
Duration: 4 days (Monday to
Thursday) Hours: 8am – 4pm
Download the Information Pack
including Application Forms
here (PDF). Find out more

Info Sessions & Resources
Jobs for Youth – Apprenticeship
and Traineeship Information
Night
11 March | 7:00pm to 9:30pm |
Bankstown
Apprenticeships and Traineeships
are available across a wide range
of industries, some of these
include: Business Administration,
Construction, Manufacturing, Health,
Automotive, Child Care, Landscaping,
Horticulture, Electrical and many
more! Book here
AIE Info Evening, Open Day and
Experience Day
Wednesday 20 March. Discover the
courses designed to get you started
in game development, 3D animation
and visual effects. Register Open
day Saturday 18 May Register. The
Online Experience Day Saturday
25 May will start at 12:00 noon and
finish at 4:00pm. Experience day
Register here
Gap Year
Many employers and recruiters love
that people who've taken a year off
to grow, travel, learn and explore
are more resilient, determined, and
confident with their career choices.
See the Gap Year Resource for
suggestions for gap year experiences
Scholarships and Cadetships
2019 Medshop Student
Scholarship Program
Applicants must be currently
enrolled and studying full-time in
a medical or healthcare related
course at an Australian University or
Registered Training Organisation eg.
TAFE.An initiative Submit an essay
(1,000 words or less) on “What
inspires you about the medical or
healthcare field that you have chosen
to pursue a career in?” Applications

Careers

close 11.59pm 10 April 2019.
Submit your application here.
DST STEM Cadetships
The DST Cadetship Program is an
entry-level employment pathway
for high performing undergraduate
students currently studying a
relevant Science, Technology,
Engineering or Mathematics (STEM)
degree.
For more information about how to
apply –
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For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Uniform Shop

New 2019

Opening Hours

Extended Day
Program
A FUN, SUPPORTIVE, INNOVATIVE
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Phone: 02 9713 3108
Website: www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/extended-day-program
GROUP TUTORING | DEVELOP STUDY SKILLS | DISCOVER LEARNING STYLES
EXAM PREPARATION | ACTIVITIES | AFTERNOON TEA

Mondays

8.00am - 12.50pm

Tuesdays:

11.30am - 4.00pm

Wednesdays:

11.30am - 4.00pm

Thursdays:

8.00am - 12.50pm

Bookings are now open for Winter
uniform fittings:

www.schoolinterviews.com.au
Code: vtns5
and follow the prompts.
Please note an appointment is required for
fittings

(M@L)

Homework Support

Rosebank College Maths Teachers are
available to help you during lunch every
week for the entire year.
Maths @ Lunch is being held in
J202 on Wednesday and
Friday of every week during Lunch
- no booking required, just come in
whenever you need some extra support.

Homework Support is now available every
Monday at lunchtime in Seminar Room 1
of the SRSC.
The SRSC will still be open each afternoon for
individual study.
This is a drop-in service for ANY student who
would like assistance with homework
and/or assessment tasks.
Students who attend receive a stamp in their
diary so that parents and Coordinators can
acknowledge their committment
to achieving their best.
Diverse Learning Team
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