GAZETTE
From the Principal
Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
After a short two week break, the community regathered this
morning to commit to another term of important learning. We
welcome back all students and their families as well as our staff.
We continue to keep our Year 12 students in our prayers as they
prepare to commence their HSC exams later this week. This is a
period of anxiety and high expectation for all the families and we
give thanks for the immense patience and support being exhibited at
home during these weeks of study and preparation.
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We also welcome back our adventurous travellers who have been
to central Australia (Alice Springs and the Santa Teresa - Ltyentye
Apurte Community; the Philippines; Kokoda and Kiribati). They have
immersed themselves into the lives of a broad range of nations and
communities and we certainly look forward to hearing of their life
changing experiences in the weeks to come. These opportunities
represent a deep commitment of the College to education via
immersion, transformative learning and a posture of listening and
withholding judgement.
We also welcome a second group of students participating in the
International Benedictine Short Stay Students exchange in 2018.
These two young women come to us from Liceo Classico "M.
Cutelli" High School, Catania, Sicily. A wonderful school located in the
heart of Catania. The principal, Mrs Elisa Colella, was welcomed to
Rosebank last year and the hospitality was well reciprocated earlier
this year when I had the opportunity to meet her staff, parents and
students. I recall a lively assembly showcasing much talent as well as
a significant conversation regarding the dreams of young people as
they face an exciting but unpredictable future. We extend our arms
and hearts to welcome Elena Alongi and Dalila Ventura and hope
their short but intense stay will be full of life-changing experiences,
hospitality, friendships, learning, wisdom and a new family half way
around the planet.

Santa Teresa Immersion

During the vacation period work at the College continued to ensure
our resources are well maintained and updated to provide for a
humble but comfortable space for learning to occur. Also, planning
for significant work to commence after the HSC was carried out
which will assist us to grow the Benedict Auditorium as well as to
recommission Inkamana on all three levels.
These works will also assist us to accommodate the two new Houses
that will start in 2019. These Houses are responding to the growing
understanding of the importance of the work of the pastoral staff
ably led by of our House Coordinators and their Assistants. By
increasing the number of Houses to ten, we reduce the number of
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students and families in each house thus making time for more
productive connections. Soon the names and colours of the
houses will be formally announced.
Following the modification of the student leadership model in
the middle of the year to prepare for the change, the process
of populating the Houses will start shortly. We understand
that there has been considerable effort to build House identity,
spirit, loyalty and friendships. The ask for some students and
staff to voluntarily move into new Houses is significant and
will require courage to step outside their comfort zone. They
will be creating history and become the inaugural members of
these two new Houses. I ask all students to reflect deeply on
this invitation when expressions of interest are called for in the
next few days.

Year 12 Mass and Graduation

Term four will consist of exciting learning opportunities
including challenging camps, senior retreats, transition weeks,
transition dinner, Festival of the Creative Spirit, LearnEd
and more STEM. Along with these will be further formal
assessments, reports, InnovatEd and an extensive program
of summer sport. Learning at Rosebank is such an exciting,
diversified, inclusive package.
I was thrilled to hear of the canonisation of Archbishop
Oscar Romero of El Salvador on Sunday. He was murdered
in March 1980 while celebrating mass in his church - a man
of and for the people. I grew up captivated by his struggles
and that of his church and his people as they fought for
justice and an opportunity to live without intimidation or
violence. His canonisation lifts these aspirations to another
level and acknowledges his lifelong work cut short by those
who were most threatened – the establishment. Romero’s
life and assassination reminds among many important insights
that the work of faith must also be a work of seeking justice.
This extraordinary life also remind us of the virtue of humility
and hospitality. In both instances we are challenged to ensure
that those who live by and promote economic rationalism do
not forget that people, purpose and relationships should be
the real focus of our institutions and that a commitment to
conversation and listening will always trump being adversarial.
My hope is that we at Rosebank clearly name and commit to
this path, that we are actively engaged in the many complex
issues of our times and that we seek peace through working
for justice. We do this in the knowledge that our creator
and loving God along with our ancestors (all holy men and
women who have preceded us) continue to support us in this
transformative work that will move us closer to making the
world a better place by making ourselves better people. It is as
much a personal spiritual journey as it is a communal necessity.
Tom Galea
Principal
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Dates for the
Diary
Monday 22 October to Friday
26 October
Festival of Creative Spirit
Year 10 Transition week
Wednesday 24 October
Year 9 Camp
Year 11 Retreat
Friday 26 October
Year 10 Transition Dinner
Thursday 1 November
Year 7 Injections

From the Assistant Principal
Welcome to Term 4. An extremely busy one and one with many events
in it. I hope that all had a time for renewal and relaxation over the
break. Reconnecting with family during the school holidays reminds you
of the busy lives that our young men and women have now days.
Many teens have very busy lives, with the demands of school and
extracurricular activities such as part-time jobs, music and sports, as
well as socialising with friends and family.
Here are some ways you can help:
•

A routine will help with managing competing priorities

•

Try not to commit to too many extracurricular activities - this
can help get the right balance between their responsibilities
and leisure time.

•

Keep checking in. Everyone is different. Some are natural
multi-taskers and manage to take extra responsibilities in their
stride. Others may feel overloaded when they have too many
demands on their time.

•

Keep an eye out for signs of stress, talk to them about
how they are feeling, use your judgment about how many
extracurricular activities you think they can handle, and work
with them to manage their time effectively.

Thursday 15 November
Year 12 Formal
Wednesday 21 November
Year 7 Orientation Day
Wednesday 5 December
Presentation Evening

The end of last term we had a wonderful week of wellbeing activities
it would be a shame if we don’t remind ourselves of some of the
activities we engaged in to help look after ourselves.
Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal
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From the Dean of Mission

Santa Teresa and Santa Teresa

During the first week of the holidays I joined two colleagues – Ms Quarmby and Mrs
Quarmby – and nine students from three GSE schools – Rosebank, Stella Maris and
St Patrick’s – on the annual immersion to Santa Teresa – Ltyentye Apurte. At the same
time four Rosebank students headed off for the annual immersion to Bacaolod in
the Philippines. Over the next few weeks students from both experiences will share
something of their story.
My lasting memory of our time in Santa Teresa comes from the sharing around the
camp fire on our last night. After enjoying Roo tail, Johnny Cakes, a thick healthy
stew washed down with cups of billy tea, we spent time with Sister Liz, Brothers
Mark and Marzuk, Father Prakash, listening to each other as each person shared
something from their hearts. Listening to the voices of young people sharing is always
a moment of standing on “holy ground”, and while they may not have the language of a
theologian or philosopher, they express themselves with language that any theologian
or philosopher would understand. For many. Santa Teresa was something of a shock;
it was so different from anything else they had experienced. But from the shock came
an openness to listen, learn and understand. Round that fire under the vastness of
the central Australian sky came words of wisdom. Our young people spoke of the
humbling privilege it was to be the Arrente people; of being different in so many ways
that the only way to live in the moment was to do precisely that – live in the moment;
of the truth that having many things did not equate to happiness, but that true
happiness came through encounter with people; that the women, men and children
of Santa Teresa in their material poverty have a cultural and spiritual richness that
gives them a resilience to live honestly and authentically with open-armed hospitality
and welcome; of literally standing on sacred ground and feeling the goodness of the
presence of the ancestors around us; of being blessed through the healing ministry of
Aunty Mia; and so much more.
My sharing was a little less wise than the students! I said that I felt so blessed to be
with them; that they showed through the week that they cared for each other, looked
out for each other, made everyone in the group feel included and valued; entered into
all the activities of the week; but above all allowed me to enter into the immersion as
a fellow traveler. For that I am so very grateful.
As we left, Sister Liz said that on behalf of the community we were welcome to
return at anytime. I know that more than a few of our students are keen to return.
And I know of at least one staff member who would return in a heartbeat!
I wish to close with a special thank you to Ms Quarmby and Mrs Quarmby who
joined me in leading the experience under the wise leadership of Sister Liz. I have
come back to Rosebank with a very happy heart and a new processional cross that
we will bless at Assembly on Wednesday.
And finally, Sister Liz’s words ring in my ears. The greatest gift we can offer to our
sisters and brothers in Santa Teresa is to be a voice for them, especially when we hear
of see words or actions that belittle Aboriginal people.
So why are there two “Santa Teresa’s” you ask? The patron of the community is Saint
Therese of the Child Jesus whose feast day fell on our first day. Therese in Spanish is
Teresa. How we went from French to English to Spanish is a story for another day.
Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean of Mission
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Year 12 Farewell Breakfast
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Principal

G

Congratulations to our year 12 Dance students who
received 4 HSC Dance Callback nominations.
Congratulations to Ekaterini Alfred who received a nomination for both her Core Performance and Major Performance, to Lara Obeido for her Major Performance
and to Isabella Panzarino for her Major Dance Film.
Receiving a nomination indicates that these students
have performed at an outstanding level in their HSC
Practical Examination. Their hard work and dedication
to their Dance studies has paid off and we all couldn’t
be more proud of their achievement!
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Extended Day Program

Group Tutoring, Individualised Tutoring and Workshops

The Extended Day Program is an initiative of Rosebank College and has been operating since the end of term 1.
The program oﬀers Individualised Tutoring and Group Tutoring to students. The Tutors have a passion to see students learn and develop skills in subjects are struggling in. It has been exciting to watch students who have struggled
in certain subjects gain conﬁdence, achieve better exam results and develop a passion for learning.
Individualised Tutoring
Individualised tutoring is a good opportunity for students to
gain conﬁdence in subjects in which they are struggling and
allows the tutors to tailor the program to individual learning
needs. Individualised tutoring is oﬀered in 45 minute time
slots. If you would like to enquire about Individualised Tutoring please contact the Extended Day Program Manager
Danielle Puhlmann dpuhlmann@rosebank.nsw.edu.au.
Subject Speciﬁc Group Tutoring
Tutors facilitate the program in a supportive small group
tutoring environment. These 45 minute sessions will oﬀered
at a cost of $25 per session (if already participating in the
Extended Day Program/ Individualised Tutoring on that day,
the additional cost is only $10).
Extended Day Program
Students have opportunities for academic assistance with
study, assessments and homework for all subject areas.
Along with academic help, students will be able to develop
enhanced study and research skills, better time management and understand their preferred learning styles for
exam preparation.
TERM 4 SPECIAL: Book for Term 4, book by 26th
October and receive 10% oﬀ the full term fee (only
valid for full term bookings)
REGISTER NOW. http://www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/
innovative-programs/extended-day-program/
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Year 12 Mass and Graduation
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Article by John Davidson, writer for Next Media for FTBL.com.au about Cameron Szyszka
from the class of 2017.

Teen striker from
Sydney out to star in
Spain
By John Davidson Sep 21 2018 4:56PM
Teenage Aussie striker Cameron Szyszka has
signed a one-year deal with Spanish club UE
Figueres as he chases his European dream.
Sydneysider Szyszka, 18, left NPL NSW 2 side Spirit last
month to trial with Figueres and won a contract after
impressing by scoring goals for the Catalonian outfit's

“I first started kicking a ball from a very
young age, almost as soon as I could
walk,” he explained.
“My dad, who is an football-loving
Argentine, put a ball at my feet and I
began playing for local club Five Dock at the age of four.
"Due to the background of my father, I think I was always
destined to play football.”
Szyszka made 24 appearances for Spirit FC’s U18s this
year. After a move from central defence to striker, he
quickly notched up 10 goals.
But with opportunities rare in his homeland, the young
forward has decided to try his luck overseas.
“It has been a strange but good season for myself as I
have been playing as a central-defender last season and
this season,” he said.

youth-team.
UE Figueres were founded in 1919 and play in the
Spanish third division. Based in the province of Girona,
the town of Figueres is best known as the birthplace of
artist Salvador Dali.
The teenager has already had a fast start to life in
Europe, grabbing a goal in his club debut in the opening
match of the season with a 4-0 win over Club Escola de
Futbol Girones-Sabat.
“It feels great to be a young Australian coming over to a
football-mad country and signing with the club,” he told
FTBL.
“Naturally, as a young boy aspiring to be a professional
footballer you watch teams such as Barcelona and Real
Madrid and aspire to play at the highest level.
“I would say it is a dream come true in a sense. But this
is only the beginning for me, I have to prove my worth
with Figueres and perform consistently both at training
and in matches.”
Szyszka grew up in Drummoyne and started playing
for Five Dock and Abbotsford. He came through the
Skillaroos and Football NSW Institute programs before
joining Spirit FC at the age of 13, and hails former
Socceroo Michael Beachamp as his mentor.
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“[But] as we were struggling to score goals I put my hand
up to play as a number 9 as I have history in the position,
and was always an attacking-minded player in my youth.
“In my eyes I had a great season scoring goals and doing
my best to lead my team, being the captain. However, I
struggled to see opportunities playing in the U20s or
first-team, which was unfortunate.
“Any young aspiring footballer I think associates Europe
as the heart of football and from a young age I always
dreamt and aspired to play in England, Spain or France, so
it is a great feeling playing here.”
Szyszka has started off with Figueres reserves and wants
to break into the club’s first-team this season. A longtime Sydney FC fan, the centre forward felt he needed to
leave Australia to continue his development.
“In the short-to-medium-term I'd definitely like to make
my debut for the first team, as I am currently training and
playing in the Juvenil A side which is the team behind the
firsts,” he said.
“In the long-term I'd love to move up-and-up. But I want
to take it one step at a time and focus on the task at
hand. However my ultimate goal is to represent Australia
on the national stage.
To read more visit https://www.ftbl.com.au/news/teenstriker-from-sydney-out-to-star-in-spain-512937

ROSEBANK COLLEGE
2020 ACER Scholarship
An Independent Catholic Co-Educational College for Students Year 7 -12

Scholarship Applications for
Year 7, 2020 are now open!
Scholarships are awarded to students on the basis of the Australian Council for Educational
Research (ACER) examination and an interview with the Principal. Scholarships are for the duration
of their secondary education (subject to satisfactory progress). Recipients must demonstrate a
commitment to the Benedictine values of the College.
Registrations Close:
Scholarship program:
Registration cost:
Test date:
Test centre:

Midnight, Monday 4 February 2019
Co-operative Program/Academic
$110.00
Saturday 23 February 2019
Rosebank College 1A Harris Road Five Dock

Online registrations ONLY accepted at
http://www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/enrol/scholarships/
No late registrations will be accepted

Ph: 02 9713 3100
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E: enrolments@rosebank.nsw.edu.au

The Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Tuesdays:
8.00am - 12.45pm
Wednesdays: 12.30pm - 4.15pm
Thursdays:
8.00am - 12.00pm
and 		
12.30pm - 4.45pm

Extended Day
Program
A FUN, SUPPORTIVE, INNOVATIVE
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Phone: 02 9713 3108
Website: www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/extended-day-program

Online bookings for
year 10 senior uniform
fittings are now open.
Please go to the parent
portal for instructions
on booking dates and
times.

GROUP TUTORING | DEVELOP STUDY SKILLS | DISCOVER LEARNING STYLES
EXAM PREPARATION | ACTIVITIES | AFTERNOON TEA

Do you have a second hand uniform which is
clean (unstained), presentable and would be
appreciated by another student? If so please
drop it off at the Uniform Shop during opening hours.
Lost property is now located at the Uniform
Shop.

(M@L)

Homework Support

Rosebank College Maths Teachers are
available to help you during lunch every
week for the entire year.
Maths @ Lunch is being held in
J202 on Wednesday and
Friday of every week during Lunch
- no booking required, just come in
whenever you need some extra support.

Homework Support will now take place every
Monday and Wednesday lunchtime in O102.
The SRSC will still be open each afternoon for
individual study.
This is a drop-in service for ANY student who
would like assistance with homework
and/or assessment tasks.
Students who attend receive a stamp in their
diary so that parents and coordinators can
acknowledge their committment
to achieving their best.
Diverse Learning Team
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