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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Rosebank,
Carol Dweck once wrote: “Every time you push out of your comfort zone
to learn hard things, your brain grows new connections and you become
wiser.”
There are few weeks like last week in the long history of the College.
Both for the swimming carnival on Wednesday and Dylan’s funeral service
on Friday, we witnessed the Rosebank Family at its best as evidenced by
thorough professional organisation, shared responsibility, an eye for detail,
mutual respect, support, care and thoughtfulness.
On behalf of the community we express our deep gratefulness to our
students and the Mission, Pastoral, Co-curricular and Development teams.
In particular I want to highlight the contributions of Dylan’s four close
friends (James, Mason, Dimitri and Lliam) and their courageous and intimate
celebration of this special young life. They along with Dylan’s parents, Greg
and Deirdre and uncle Malcolm Cole provided an extraordinary overview of
the impact of Dylan’s short 16 year life. We will never forget. Our thoughts
and prayers will continue to be directed to the family and we will continue
to monitor all in the community to ensure their wellbeing and safety.
We enter this coming week with two important ceremonies. The first is the
Opening of the Academic Year Mass (including the SRC commissioning and
the welcome back to our 2017 HSC students). This is always a highlight of
Term One.
We then follow this with Ash Wednesday preceded with a pancake feast
associated with the Shrove Tuesday tradition in preparation for Lent.
The tradition of Lent is not only of religious importance but one that has
been rediscovering and is a growing part of contemporary life. It focusses
on discipline (fast, centredness and good works), on the notion that ‘less is
more’, on a detoxification of the excesses of life, on the genuine seeking of
what is ‘the main thing’ and letting go of the baggage that inevitably attaches
to us during the past 12 months. We need to do this in all aspects of our life:
relationships, spirit, mind and body to facilitate attentiveness and wellbeing.
We will be encouraging all students to enter into this cleansing and waiting
period so we can together enter fully into the Easter celebration of the Life,
Death and Resurrection of Jesus. Rev Matt Steele who preached on Friday,
presented a wonderful insight into this aspect of our faith tradition and from
which our confidence and hope is inspired.
In her Golden Globes speech, Oprah Winfrey delivered an inspirational
message. “What I know for sure is that speaking your truth is the most
powerful tool we all have”. She went on to explain that we are all in this
together. She ended with “I’ve interviewed and portrayed people who’ve
withstood some of the ugliest things life can throw at you, but the one
quality all of them seem to share is an ability to maintain hope for a brighter
morning, even during our darkest nights… a new day is on the horizon!”
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In a world with all kinds of worries and grief, it can be hard to feel
hopeful and optimistic. But, while it might be the harder way, it is
the better one. Pessimism can reflect laziness and the taking of the
easy way out. If we only expect the worst, then that is probably
what we’ll get.
By optimistic we mean being brave even when things look too
hard. It means taking care of ourself, because our future depends
on good health. It means making the most of our intelligence and
talents. It means trying out new things because there is always the
chance of a great discovery. It means always thinking we can do
better and things will get better. It means straightening up, throwing
back our shoulders, and looking life in the eye.
I became a teacher because I believe education makes life better,
makes people better, makes the world better. That is my version of
optimism and I am never disappointed because every day I see it
happening.
I can illustrate this. In 2017 many good things happened so we
would be mad not to feel optimistic about the year ahead. Angus
Hervey in ‘Future Crunch’ reminds us of the cup half full approach.
In 2017
• The UK smashed just about every record for renewable
energy and wind power now generates twice as much
energy as coal.

2

•

The annual murder rate in the USA dropped by more than
5% and, in New York, crime rates were the lowest since the
1950’s.

•

More people flew on aeroplanes than ever before but 2017
was the safest ever with no passenger jet crashes anywhere
in the world.

•

In 2017, natural disasters caused fewer deaths than almost
any year in human history.

•

Brazil will build no more dams in the Amazon River.

•

140 nations have agreed to begin negotiations on the first
ever international treaty to stop over-fishing and protect
life in the world’s oceans.

•

Russian engineers built a massive drone that can lift 180kg,
travel at 70kmh and fly for over 8 hours, designed for use
in natural disasters.

•

The World Health organisation launch a new vaccine that’s
cheap and effective enough to end cholera, one of the
world’s greatest killers.

•

In 2017, the ozone hole shrank to its smallest size since
1988.

•

Over 50 million fewer Chinese live below the poverty line
than in 2014.
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•

Afghanistan completed the building of 16,000 schools, the literacy rate increased by 5% and the youth literacy rate by 16%.

•

In 2017, the International Labour Organisation reported that
98 million fewer children were being exploited as cheap labour
than in 2000.

•

Saudi Arabia announced women would no longer need male
permission to travel or study and would be given the right to
drive on their own.

•

Global deaths from terrorism dropped by 22% from the peak in
2014.

•

The homicide rate in Australia dropped to one victim per
100,000 people, the lowest ever recorded.

•

Snow leopards were taken off the endangered list, which they
have been on since 1972. The population is now over 10,000.

•

The robots aren’t coming to take our jobs. It’s just that the jobs
are changing.

If we achieved all that, and much much, more, then what can be
achieve in 2018? Rosebank knows that in spite of surprises and shocks,
challenges and risks, the sky is the limit if we develop a habit of hope in
our hearts and optimism in our outlook.
Tom Galea
Principal
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From the Assistant Principal

Dates for the
Diary

After an inspiring show of team spirit at the Swimming Carnival, for
our new students, this week continues to bring with it more ‘firsts’,
as the whole College comes together to celebrate Opening Mass
and Ash Wednesday, two significant gatherings. This is a tremendous
opportunity for the welcome we extended in week one, to continue
to spread across the student body.

Wednesday 14 February
Ash Wednesday
Thursday 22 February
Student Leadership afternoon
tea

It is always a proud moment for the College community to witness
the badging of its new student leaders and we congratulate those
families for all the support and encouragement they continue to so
tirelessly provide for their children, in order to inspire the confidence
it takes to stand up for leadership. We are looking forward to
working with the 2018 Student Forum and Student Representative
Council to ensure that the year ahead is our best yet.

Friday 23 February
Parent Welcome and
Information night
Monday 26-28 February
Year 7 Camp

P&F Meeting and Presentation
I remind you all of first Parents and Friends (P&F) meeting on Tuesday,
13 February at 7:15pm in the SRSC. Prior to the P&F meeting,
guest speaker John George from InFlow Education, will deliver an
important presentation on ‘Motivation, Study Skills and Inner
Peace’ in the Benedict Auditorium starting at 6:30pm. Parents and
students are invited to attend this presentation, which will run until
8pm. Those parents attending the presentation who will need to
attend to the formal business of the P&F meeting, will need to leave
the presentation by 7:15pm. This first P&F meeting is the perfect
opportunity to learn a little more about how this exceptional group
of people, contribute to the College and to decide if you are in a
position to support their efforts.

Monday 12 March
Year 9 LPMs

Car Park Reminder
Parents are reminded that the car park is not to be used for student
drop off in the morning or pick up in the afternoon.
Paul Hardwick
Assistant Principal

Motivation, Study Skills & Inner Peace Seminar

Tuesday February 13 2018, 6.30pm – 8.00pm Rosebank College, Five Dock
**At 7.15pm there will be a short break to allow any parents wishing to leave to attend the P&F Meeting

In this Seminar
You will learn

Do your children…
•

Lack motivation for study and
spend too much time on
technology?

•

Study but get frustrated that it
is not sinking in and give up?

•

Study but freeze in exam
situations and don’t perform at
their best?

•

Have their buttons easily
pushed and lack selfconfidence?
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•

A 4-step system to guaranteed
academic success

•

Study smarter techniques to
learn more in less time

•

A 3-step exam game plan for
zero stress - no more silly
mistakes

•

A simple path to inner peace so
nobody pushes their buttons

Presented By

John
George

Who is John George?
John has accrued 14 years as a qualified high
school teacher and has conducted over 8000
hours of face-to-face coaching. John is a
speaker, tutor, the founder of InFlow
Education and the author of the book
Teenage Zen – a simple path to academic
success and inner peace.

5

6

6

From the Dean Of Mission
Opening Mass
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IBSSSEP – International Benedictine
Short Stay Student Exchange Program

The IBSSSEP nowadays has 19 partner schools all over the world. Not all the schools participate every year. This year
we possibly have 12 schools participating which means each school can only send two students to Australia; unless
we have enough host families offering to open their homes to these visitors in July/August.
Our partner schools in China are very keen to send students to our College, though they prefer a direct exchange
with their partner/host. If you have a child studying a Chinese language or is simply interested in Chinese culture and
would be interested in an exchange with one of our partner schools in China, please contact me as soon as possible.
Dongtai Middle School, Jiangsu Province
Dongtai High School is located about one hour from Nantong Xingdong Airport, and two hours to the Nanjing
Lukou Airport or the Shanghai Hongqiao Airport. The school was founded in 1905 and the modern co-educational
campus combines, education, teaching and learning. The boarding facilities were built in 2013. With over 6,000
students, the school believes in “new perspectives, new inspirations”.
Lize Middle School affiliated to Capital Normal University, Beijing (http://www.lzms.cn/)
Beijing Capital Normal University (attached to Lize Middle School) is a fully run secondary school.The school carries
the tradition of Chinese culture with the mission and goal to cultivate its students.
The school is very large and made up of 44 classes and nearly 2000 teachers and students.
Please consider becoming a host family in 2018, it really is a wonderful experience for all involved. If you are curious
to know more please contact me on ibsssep@rosebank.nsw.edu.au.
Karin Williams
IBSSSEP Co-ordinator

McLaughlin News

Congratulations to Vincent (Year 10) and Alfie Salvato ( Year 7) who are performing in the Australian Opera Production of Bizet’s “Carmen”, at the Sydney Opera House throughout February and March.
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Australian Catholic Youth Festival 7th- 9th December 2017
As the rest of Rosebank was beginning their summer holidays last year, 13 students along with Mrs Middeldorp were
preparing to be immersed in a 3 day faith experience: the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. The first two days of
the festival began and ended with a plenary, this was a time for everyone attending the festival to come together
in a common space for music, worship, interviews and talks. For many of us this was the highlight of the festival,
particularly Matt Maher’s performances and the 20 minutes of adoration where a stadium of 18,000 people kneeled
silently praying. We had fun singing and dancing along and were immersed in the joy and power of our faith. This
sentiment was present throughout the day activities available at the festival. After the morning plenaries we went into
the Sydney showground and participated in the wide variety of talks, workshops, concerts and worship opportunities
on offer. Some of these included talks about dating and relationships, masculinity and femininity and the sexualisation
of society. There were interactive performances on issues such as refugee experiences, discussion forums with high
profile clergy members on a range of social justice issues and some fun concerts – particularly memorable were
Matt Maher, Fr Rob Galea, Steve Angrisano and the rapping priest.
Confession, adoration and mass were all available throughout the festival and on the second day our group attended
a Maronite mass together, which was a new experience for many of us. Also in the showground, the pavilion was filled
with stalls from all around Australia and overseas. Mission groups, youth groups, charities and religious orders were
there in full force with free wristbands, magazines, pins, prayer cards and plenty of information, wisdom and good
conversation.
If we thought we had an amazing time so far, what was to come on the last day was something else. Our morning
was spent at the showground, where most of our group went to a mega concert headlined by Matt Maher. Someone
crowdsurfing to the song “Lord I Need You” isn’t going to be something easily forgotten. Next we embarked on a
pilgrimage that would take us from the showground at Olympic Park to a concert and mass in The Domain. Even
before we started some in our group were lamenting the hours of walking that lay ahead, however the time and
distance flew by with great scenery and conversation about the experience we’d all had so far. Along the way we
were fortunate enough to be able to visit and pray at the tomb of St. Mary Mackillop thanks to Mrs. Middeldorp
being able to get us in as not many Sydney groups were allowed.
Finally at the end of our pilgrimage we arrived at the Domain. All the parishes in the Archdiocese cancelled their
vigil masses and everyone in Sydney was invited to be a part of the mass. We were joined by all the local priests,
bishops and the Archbishop to celebrate the mass. There was also a cultural flare brought in during the liturgy with
an awesome Gospel procession brought in a on a boat, with singing and shell horns from the Cook Island community.
It was amazing to see all those who attended the festival come together, the wider Australian Catholic Community
really was an eye opening experience for each and every one of us who attended the festival, and we are all truly
part of the body of Christ. We can speak for all when we say it was an unforgettable experience. The whole festival
really captivated the theme of the festival ‘Open new horizons for spreading joy.’ We look forward to the next one in
Perth in 2019.
Susanna Gillard,Year 11 and Sofia Mifsud,Year 10
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Co-curricular

CBSA and SCC results
Competition

Team

Opposition

Result

Player of the
match

CBSA

Junior Basketball

Marist Penshurst

Won 34 - 28

Leon Bailey

CBSA

Intermediate
Basketball

Marist Penshurst

Won 52 - 22

Rowan O’Callaghan

CBSA

Senior Basketball

Marist Penshurst

Won 71 - 23

Henry Moffitt

CBSA

Junior Cricket

Cathedral College

Won 4/38 vs
7/31

Toby Cohen

CBSA

Intermediate Cricket

Cathedral College

Lost 2/79 vs
5/77

Patrick Roach

CBSA

Senior Cricket

Cathedral College

Lost 4/81 vs
10/77

Luke Antoniadis

SCC

Junior Volleyball

Mary MacKillop

Lost 2 – 0

Charlotte Durham

SCC

Intermediate
Volleyball

Holy Spirit
Lakemba

Lost 2 - 1

Jolanta Majewski

SCC

Intermediate AFL

Holy Spirit
Lakemba

Won 38 – 0 at

Holly Gardam

SCC

Senior Touch Football Mary MacKillop

Won 10 - 0

Ellie Jones

Weekend Sport Results
Competition

Team

Opposition

Result

Player of the match

Concord Comets
Baseball

U14’s

Stealers

Won
18-7

Christian Koutiurdis

Concord Comets
Baseball

U16’s

Stealers

Won
15-0

Maurice Lahood

Concord Comets
Baseball

Bigs

St Pats

Won
10-2

Whole Team

FDLC Futsal

U13’s Gold Blue Lightning

Lost 5-2

Matthew Korompay

FDLC Futsal

U13’s Blue

Absolutely
Fabregas

Draw 1
all

Whole Team

FDLC Futsal

U14’s Red

U14’s Green

Draw 1
all

Patrick Ferguson and Charlie
Higson

FDLC Futsal

U16’s
White

Skeng Men

Won 3-2

Samuel Rodrigues

FDLC Futsal

U16’s Black Green Extreme

Won 7-1

Whole Team
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CBSA and SCC week 3 matches and training
Competition Team

Opposition

Venue/Time

Training
Day

CBSA

Junior Basketball

Casimir

Hurstville Aquatic Centre at
1.25pm

Monday

CBSA

Junior Cricket

Casimir

Timbrell Park, Five Dock at
1pm

Monday

CBSA

Intermediate
Cricket

Casimir

Timbrell Park, Five Dock at
1pm

Monday

CBSA

Intermediate
Basketball

Casimir

Hurstville Aquatic
Centre at 1.25pm

Wednesday

CBSA

Senior Basketball

Casimir

Hurstville Aquatic Centre at
1.25pm

Wednesday

CBSA

Senior Cricket

Casimir

Gannans Park, Peakhurst at
1pm

Wednesday

SCC

Intermediate
Volleyball

MSJ

MSJ College, Milperra at
1pm

Monday

SCC

Intermediate AFL

Bethany College

Marco Reserve, Panania at
2pm

Monday

SCC

Senior Touch
Football

All Saints
Liverpool

Vale of Ah, Milperra at 2pm

Monday

SCC

Junior Volleyball

Bethany College

MSJ College, Milperra at
2pm

Tuesday

Anthony Gray , Kathy Johnson		
Co-Curricular Coodinator Assistants
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Reshelved: Scholastica Research and Study Centre News
Staff Changes
At the end of 2017, after 8 years of dedicated service to
the Rosebank Community, the founding Library Manager
of the Scholastica Research and Study Centre (SRSC), Ms
Tracey Djurichkovic, retired.

Five things to know about Mrs Ross

I personally wish to thank her for her vision, mentorship,
friendship and dedication to Rosebank staff, students and
family over that period. Ms Djurichkovic took the library
from a small space, to the new, beautiful space we occupy
today. She introduced several databases, a new Library
Management System, implemented the Premiers Reading
Challenge and co-ordinated Character Day amongst
many other achievements. We wish her a wonderful, long
and well deserved retirement.

3. My favourite books are biographies or fiction books
that talk of the human condition

I was honoured to be accepted as the new SRSC
Manager. I am also delighted to announce our new
Library Technician Miss Hannah Lawrence. Miss Lawrence
has worked in public libraries and has a lot of knowledge
in History, Italian, research and study skills and general
library operations.

1. I went to Greek school and speak, read and write
Greek
2. I am a powerlifter and love weight training

4. I have gone back to university after 15 years to complete my Masters in Information Studies
5. I am also afraid of heights
The SRSC Operating hours will continue to be 7.45am
until 5pm every week day. We are also open for students
every recess and lunch.

Together we are looking forward to serving the
Rosebank Community and in particular our students
as they navigate through their studies and provide a
welcoming space in which to pursue a love of further
knowledge and the wonder of reading.
Five things to know about Miss Lawrence:
1. My favourite book is Dissolution by C. J. Sansom
2. I spent three years in Italy and love speaking Italian
3. My guilty pleasure is cheese
4. I'm very afraid of heights
5. I'm studying to become a librarian
Have a wonderful week!
Mrs Connie Ross – SRSC Manager
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Careers
NYSF Year 12 Program – Applications Open in 1 Month
The NYSF Year 12 Program is
a 12-day residential program
designed to give students a broader
understanding of the diverse study
and career options available in
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) and to
encourage them to continue their
studies in these fields. The next one
is in January 2019, and there are
scholarships available.
Start thinking about your application
and find out more here - https://
www.nysf.edu.au/programs/year-12program/
Sydney Women Startup
Weekend
16-18 February @ UTS Ultimo
The hardest part of starting up is
starting out and on February 16,
UTS is hosting a startup weekend
for women across Sydney who are
interested in learning the basics
of founding startups and launching
successful ventures.
Tickets are $45 for students and
cover your meals throughout the
weekend.
Find out more and register http://newsroom.uts.edu.au/
events/2018/02/sydney-womenstartup-weekend
Competitions & Scholarships
Want to be a writer? Enter
these competitions (and check
out the prize money)
Black Cockatoo Art & Story
Competition – CLOSING 14 Feb
aboriginal youth aged 10-20 years
Nakata Brophy Short Fiction &
Poetry Prize – CLOSING 16 Feb
indigenous youth ($5,000)
ABR Elizabeth Jolley Short Story
Prize – Open ($7,000)
Laura Literary Awards – Young Adult
($50)
Future Leaders Writing Prize – Year
11 & 12 students ($1,000)
Mudgee Valley Writers Youth Literary
Award – up to 18 years ($2,000)
They all close within the next couple

of months.
University of Newcastle
Scholarships
The university offers a huge range
of scholarships for students, so
if you’ve just finished school and
have enrolled at UON, or if you’re
thinking about studying there in the
future check out what is available.
Most scholarships close March 4
2018.
See all the scholarships - https://
www.newcastle.edu.au/scholarships
Free application and
guaranteed entry to UON for
TAFE graduates
Did you know TAFE graduates can
apply directly to UON for free and
be guaranteed entry into a range of
UON undergraduate degrees?
Find out which undergraduate
programs you may be eligible to
apply to for free here - https://
www.newcastle.edu.au/study/
undergraduate/getting-in/tafeguaranteed-admission
Resources, Guides & Other
News
Catalyst West Forum
28 February, 7:30 am - 6:15 pm in
Parramatta
Join us for a one-day event
along with representatives from
government, industry and the
community to discuss how to shape
the future of Western Sydney.
Take part in hackathons, panel
discussions and hear from industry
experts.
Find out more and get tickets
- https://www.facebook.com/
events/2001817859835992/

My Big Tomorrow
My Big Tomorrow is a careers
website that helps you find your
dream career, learn about what
people in different jobs actually do
all day, and see which courses you
can do to get to where you want to
go.
Check it out here – http://www.
mybigtomorrow.com.au/
Plumbing Careers
This site has information
about how to start a career in
plumbing, including apprenticeship
opportunities.
Check it out – https://www.
plumbingcareer.com.au/
Rural Career Guide
Find out about the different careers
you can pursue in a variety of rural
industries and places.
Check it out – http://www.
ruralcareers.net.au/
Surviving Year 12
This article from Youth Central has
some great tips on surviving and
succeeding in Year 12. Start your
year off right by thinking about how
you’re going to balance your year.
Read the tips – http://www.
youthcentral.vic.gov.au/studyingtraining/secondary-study/6-tips-forsurviving-vce
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Study Assist
Study Assist offers information
for students about government
assistance for financing tertiary
education.
Find more information – http://
studyassist.gov.au/sites/StudyAssist/
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The Uniform Shop

Opening Hours
Tuesdays: 8.00am - 11.45am
Wednesdays: 12.30pm - 4.15pm
Thursdays: 8.00am - 12.00pm
and 12.30pm - 4.45pm

Do you have a second hand uniform
which is clean (unstained), presentable
and would be appreciated by another
student? If so please drop it off at the
Uniform shop during opening hours on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

(M@L)

HOMEWORK SUPPORT

Homework Support is available every Monday
and Wednesday afternoon from 3:20pm to
4:30pm in the back section of the SRSC. This is a
drop-in service for ANY student who would like
assistance with homework and/or assessment
tasks. Students who
attend receive a stamp in their diary so that
parents and coordinators can acknowledge their
committment to achieving their best.
Jacquelene Mastroianni and Anastasia Batagianni
Learning Support Teachers
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Rosebank College Maths Teachers are available to help you
during lunch every week for the
entire year.
Maths @ Lunch is being held in
J202 on Wednesday and
Friday of every week during
Lunch - no booking
required, just come in whenever
you need some extra support.
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