GAZETTE
From the Principal
Dear parents, students, staff and friends of Rosebank,
Over the recent weeks our Nation and the local community have been
remembering and paying respect to all who served during World War II in
the Kokoda campaign.You may be aware that in 2017 Rosebank with the
wonderful support of Canada Bay Council and Five Dock RSL arranged for
five of our students: Lliam Ferrier, Ashton Whitting, Kristian Lovicu, Michael
Parnell, and Stewart Gray to take part in Adventure Kokoda’s Youth Leadership Challenge - a twelve day, over 140 kilometer trek through the now
famous Papua New Guinean trail. Lliam’s account of the experience can be
found on page 13 and 14.
On Thursday, these fine young men had the opportunity to attend the
Canada Bay Mayoral reception on the 75th anniversary of Kokoda. At the
reception, a presentation was made to five Kokoda Track Memorial Walk
veteran guides: Reg Chard, Ray Gentles, Roy Dockery, Lloyd Birdstall and
Charlie Jennings. During this moving ceremony, the Kokoda film and the
recently created App, Rising Tide (supported by the National Maritime
Museum) was released and is available free for down load. As Mayor Angelo
Tsirekas stated, “the walking tour brings to life activity on the home front
undertaken by skilled civilians and service men and women who excelled
beyond expectation”.
We are extremely proud of our students who now proudly wear the
Kokoda Track experience, share in a deeper understanding of the life of
our brave troops who worked under terrible conditions to protect our
northern borders and to take responsibility for keeping the stories alive for
generations to come. The College is committed to supporting this work in
the years ahead by hopefully making a similar experience possible for select
young men and women in Year 11 each year.
Congratulations to all our fifty presenters last Tuesday who inspired us
with their creativity and innovation. It is always such a delight to listen to
students who speak so passionately about their research and their learning.
Congratulations to the Diverse Learning team ably led and motivated by
Ms. Read.
We also congratulate Mr.Vomvellis, Ms. Clark, and House Coordinators for
their efforts to ensure a successful and most enjoyable evening with our
beautifully and handsomely presented Year12 Graduating Class on
Thursday and for the 30 staff who joined in the celebrations. We are so
proud of our students and wish them all the best in December when
the HSC and ATAR results are released, their celebrations this week and
success for the months and years ahead. Like all important rites of passage,
the transition to adulthood is at once exciting and full of anxiety. We believe
that with the love of their families and the co-preparation through their
teachers, they are certainly ready to take on the world.
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The College is now busily making preparations for the last major event
of the year – Presentation Evening where we recognize significant effort
and achievement across Years 7 to 11 in both Pastoral and Learning areas covering over 50 courses and 500 classes. The evening is scheduled
for 29 November with supper commencing at 5:30 pm. All are welcome
to this feast of success, effort and entertainment.
This Wednesday evening the final Board Meeting for the year will be
convened. I would like to again pay tribute to the eleven Directors ably
led by the Chair and past student, Tara McCarthy who generously give
of their time and expertise and genuinely care for the wellbeing of all
who make up this great community. These men and women come from
all walks of life including senior executive management, law, finance,
education, construction and compliance. These are voluntary positions
that carry much responsibility both in civil and church law. The College
expresses its deep gratitude for the thoroughness and passion of their
governance in ensuring it has the resources needed to carry out its
mission.
I am reminded of the words of John Maxwell, author, speaker, and pastor in ‘No Limits: Blow the CAP off your capacity’: “We have three options
in life. We can be historians, reporters, or futurists. The historian wants
to remind us of everything in the past and wants to filter everything
in the future through that. The reporter is really attached to the conditions and circumstances of today, and that's just the way it is. The
futurist focuses on what hasn't yet been done, saying there is more for
us to do. We can do more. We can broaden our capacity. There is more
of our potential we can take advantage of.” John also reminds us that ‘A
leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way’.
I take this opportunity to thank parents who participated in the
recent annual survey and for the thoughtful and frank comments on our
strengths and areas of further growth. It is not too late to complete the
survey. This feedback is essential if we are to continue to be a learning community. May we all ‘blow the cap off our capacity’ as we move
confidently forward developing and sharing in our emerging vision for
Rosebank in the decades to come.
Tom Galea
Principal

P & F Morning tea
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Year 7 2018

Dates for the
Diary
Wednesday 29 November
Presentaion Evening
Friday 1 December
End of Year Mass
Tuesday 5 December
Year 7 to 10 Picnic Day
Wednesday 6 December
Last day of term

From the Assistant Principal

Buses
Changes to some Sydney bus services are outlined on the following
links provided to the College from the State Transit Authority.
From Sunday 26 November, there will be changes to a number of
bus routes and timetables to across Sydney. While these changes do
not impact designated school special services for Rosebank, they may
impact students who travel on regular route buses.
To ensure all students who are affected by service alterations and to
be aware of any change to travel patterns, please visit transportnsw.
info to check timetables.
Also from Monday 27 November 2017 the RMS is making some
changes to bus stops in the inner west region. The bus stops affected
have been signposted for information regarding these changes,
students and parents can also visit the following web pages for further
information.
Starting 27 November
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/sydney-south/canterburyearlwood-kingsgrove-bus-priority/index.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/sydney-inner/camperdownstanmore-dulwich-hill-marrickville-bus-priority/index.html

Uniform Shop News

Bookings for uniform fittings for new
and existing students are now open in
December and January holidays.
Go to
www.schoolinterviews.com.au.
Enter the code 2328s and follow the
prompts.
Please book before 6th December.

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/sydney-south/arncliffe-rockdalewolli-creek-bus-priority/index.html
Presentation Night
At Presentation Night students will be announced if they are a
recipient of a Major or Special Award, Pastoral Award, Academic
Excellence, Academic Merit or if they have been nominated for three
or more Consistent Effort Awards. Students who are nominated for
one or two Consistent Effort Awards will be acknowledged at their
House assembly in Week 8.
Mr Paul Hardwick

Year 7 2018 Orientation day

Follow us on the official
Rosebank College Facebook page:
rosebankcollege.fivedock
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From the Dean Of Mission
Words to the Wise and Words of Comfort for a
hurting Church
On 13 January 2013 the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse opened its
hearings. On 14 December 2017 the Commission will
sit for the last time and deliver the final report. There
have been 57 public hearings over 444 days of more
than 1,300 witnesses and the personal testimonies of
almost 8,000 survivors of one of Australia’s greatest and
most shameful chapters. And while the Catholic Church
figured large in the commission’s brief, it was one of
literally dozens of institutions both religious and secular
where the criminal and sinful destruction of children’s
lives took place. It has been a searing journey for those
of us who still, despite all that has happened, have faith
that the Church is the Body of Christ which offers hope
and life for the world. It is a faith that has been tested;
a reminder that the Body of Christ is much more than
the institutional church, much more than its ministers,
much more than evil acts perpetrated by those called to
serve the Lord Jesus in his “little ones”. It has also been
a time of radical pruning, of re-assessment and learning
again that the People of God must find their voice in the
Church and take up the call to exercise their ministry
with the ordained so that a Church of collaborative
ministries as suggested by Pope Francis may continue to
emerge. It will be tough but not hopeless. St Benedict,
a master in understanding human frailty as well as
strengths, wrote

the Church; a source of healing and comfort and very
much an alternative to that common caricature of the
Church as filled with angry, loud “antis”, fossilized and
intransigent, hateful and fearful of so much and loving and
embracing of so little. The image in Proverbs is anything
but that. It is a text brimming with good news. I have
taken some liberty with the text, but this is the Church
that I know and love.

When one finds that worthy wife, her value is far
beyond pearls.
Her beloved, Christ, entrusting his heart to her, has an
unfailing prize.
She brings good, and not evil, all the days of her life.
She obtains wool and flax and works with loving hands.
She puts her hands to the distaff, and her fingers ply
the spindle.
She reaches out her hands to the poor, and extends her
arms to the needy.
Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; but the Church,
lover of God, she who fears the LORD is to be praised.
She is our mother and let her be praised by us her
children in the public space.
Dr Paul O’Shea
Dean Of Mission

“The first step of humility, then, is that we keep ‘the
reverence of God always before our eyes’ and never
forget it. We must constantly remember everything God
has commanded … let us recall we always seen by God
in the heavens, that our actions everywhere are in God’s
sight …” (Rule 7.10-13)
Our Benedictine sisters and brothers in England
are about to experience a similar purification as the
Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (2015-)
begins the first public hearings into allegations made
against the Catholic Church in England and Wales
commence on 27 November. We assure them of our
prayer and support.
How did this reflection come about? At Mass
yesterday the first reading was that wonderful
passage from Proverbs 31. I listened to the words
and found myself hearing it as though it were an
allegory for the Church. The Church has been
traditionally personified as “mother”, the bride and
spouse of Christ. In the reading yesterday I heard
the words of Proverbs as a “role description” for
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Year 12 Formal
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Extended Day Program

Registration for Program in 2018
Please click on the link to have your say on Rosebank offering an Extended day program.
The service is primarily for students in Years 7 - 9.
The link is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Z3NSNLS
The College withdrawal policy regarding fees and charges, is applicable once the enrolment fee has been paid and
enrolment has been secured. If a student withdraws from the College prior to commencement of their schooling
the entire enrolment fee is forfeited. Once a student has started at the College, notification in writing, advising of the
student’s withdrawal must be given to the Principal. Ten weeks notice (inclusive of holidays) is required, otherwise fees
in lieu will be charged. This also applies to students leaving mid-term.
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150 InnovatED Showcase report

A fabulous array of projects were featured on 14 November. Projects ranged from live dancing performances to
scientific experiments to coding and driverless cars to the philosophy behind Harry Potter. Well informed research
and inquiry provided the basis for all students and their Independent Project Learning. A labour of love in the
working!
All projects embedded the signature theme of 150 and it was fascinating to work out how this theme had been
integrated by the various individuals.
Projects were well received by the audience and students were proud that their perseverance and patience paid off.
We look forward to the 2018 InnovatED Showcase, which has its theme:
‘Dare to be Different!’
Ms Paula Reed
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Mathematics Philosophy Day: InspirED Update
Last week a successful cluster, collaborative day was held at Christian Brothers High School, Lewisham based around
the Philosophy of Mathematics.
Mark Colyvan, Professor of Philosophy at Sydney University, addressed the concept of infinity and this involved
looking at applications of infinity as one of the most amazing mathematical results, Cantor’s Theorem. The professor
spoke about there being infinitely many infinities and showed how to make mathematical sense of this. Then Stage 5
students from a variety of Sydney schools participated in a community of enquiry which looked at the value of zero
in sport and lead to a range of philosophical questions which were based around the concept of numbers and their
value in our everyday lives.
Afterwards small groups of students
were given a mathematical term.
They had to creative a short skit
explaining their term and include the
reference to a “coathanger”.
A great day was had by all and
the feedback was very positive as
students commented on the value
of being challenged and engaged.
Ms Paula Reed

ROSEBANK COLLEGE
2019 ACER Scholarship
An Independent Catholic Co-Educational College for Students Year 7 -12

Scholarship Applications for
Year 7 2019 are now open!
Scholarships are awarded to students on the basis of the Australian Council for Educational
Research (ACER) examination and an interview with the Principal. Scholarships are for the duration
of their secondary education (subject to satisfactory progress). Recipients must demonstrate a
commitment to the Benedictine values of the College.
Registrations Close:
Registration cost:
Test date:
Test centre:

Midnight, Monday 5 February 2018
$110.00
Saturday 24 February 2018
Rosebank College 1A Harris Road Five Dock

Online registrations ONLY accepted at www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au
No late registrations will be accepted

Ph: 02 9713 3100
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E: enrolments@rosebank.nsw.edu.au

InspirED: Melona Marchetta Day

Earlier this month a number of Rosebank students had the privilege of
working with renowned author, screenwriter, and ex-student, Melina
Marchetta.
This Year Melina celebrated the 25th anniversary of the publishing of
‘Looking for Alibrandi.’
Extension English students delighted in hearing the tricks of the ‘writing’
trade as Melina shared her advice on how to be an inspiring writer. Stage 5
students discussed a range of contemporary issues that affect them. They also had the opportunity to explore their
own creativity and passions as they shared insights into projects that they are currently working on. Stage 4 students
were challenged to explore ways to improve their own writing styles and to fire up their imaginations producing
scripts of which thy could be truly proud.
We thank Melina for giving up her time to visit Rosebank, and we look forward to welcoming her back in the near
future.
Ms Paula Reed
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Co-curricular
Competition

Team

Balmain Touch
Football
Concord Comets
Baseball
Concord Comets
Baseball
Concord Comets
Baseball
Santa Sabina Volleyball
Santa Sabina Volleyball
Santa Sabina Basketball
Santa Sabina Basketball
IWSNA Netball

Played against

Result and
score

Player of the
match

RBC Leopards

Try Harder

Lost 10-4

Beau Henderson

U14’s Junior

Five Dock

Lost 9-5

Andrew Nicholas

U16’s Senior

Westboomers

Won 12-10

Whole Team

U19’s Bigs

Stealers

Won 14-5

Whole Team

RBC 1

Loreto

Won 3-0

Sofia Mifsud

RBC 2

Pymble

Lost 2-1

Eliza Carpenter

RBC 1

Monte

Won 26-17

Gnima Sagna

RBC 2

Santa Sabina

Won 9-8

Gabi Ohmer

Bluebirds

Haberfield

Lost 14-7

IWSNA Netball
IWSNA Netball
IWSNA Netball
IWSNA Netball

Kookaburras
Finches
Eagles
Lorikeets

GNC Barinas
LWNC Red Sox
Schols Starfish
BYE

Won 29-17
Lost 18-4
Won 23-3

Erin Duffy and Charlise
Gardner
Simona Bertuccio
Charlotte Avery
Whole team

IWSNA Netball
FDLC Futsal

Hawkes
U13 Gold

Schols Seahorses
U13 Blue

Lost 16-8
Blue Won 4-3

FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
FDLC Futsal
Briars Hockey
Briars Hockey

U14 Red
U14 Green
U16 White
U16 Black
Tigers
Cheetahs

Inner Westies
Iku Iku Football
Good Fellas
Stallions
Team Bettridge
St Andrews

Won 4-1
Lost 7-4
Won 8-4
Lost 4-1
Lost 4-2
Lost 3-2

Briars Hockey
Briars Hockey
Briars Hockey
Briars Hockey
CBSA
CBSA

Bears
Cats
Lions
Panthers
Junior Volleyball
Intermediate
Volleyball
Senior Volleyball
Junior Touch
Football
Intermediate
Touch Football
Senior Touch
Football
Junior Softball

St Andrews
St Scholasticas
Bluebirds
St Scholasticas
De La Salle College
De La Salle College

Lost 9-2
Won 8-0
Lost 4-2
Won 5-1
Lost 2-1
Lost 2-1

Victoria Campagna
Connoe Bougesis, Toby
Cohen and Marco
Orti-Tullo
Benjamin Rodrigues
Jake Smith
Samuel Rodrigues
Griffin Rogers
Olivia Selfridge
Alessia Gangemi and
Rohan Whitting
Corrine Maggs
Whole team
Luke O’Brien
Bridget Kelly
Kemran Kaya
Marko Maricic

De La Salle College
De La Salle College

Won 2-0
Won 6-5

Guy Brown
Josh Parnell

St Mary’s Cathedral

Drew 5-5

Ankit Ray

Holy Spirit College

Won 12-1

Brooke Callander

CBSA
CBSA
CBSA
CBSA
SCC
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Sports report

Bye

SCC
SCC
SCC
SCC

Intermediate
Softball
Junior Touch
Football
Intermediate
Touch Football
Senior Volleyball

Holy Spirit College

Won 16-1

Tess McEvoy

Marist College

Won 7-4

Imogen Kelly

Marist College

Lost 10-1

Sophie Zantides

Mount Saint Joseph’s
College

Won by forfeit

Final round games for Thursday 23rd November:
•

SCC Junior Softball vs Marist College – Kelso North Softball Diamonds, Panania

•

SCC Intermediate Softball vs La Salle College – Kelso North Softball Diamonds, Panania

•

SCC Junior Touch Football vs St Charbel’s College – Vale of Ah Reserve, Milperra

•

SCC Intermediate Touch Football vs St Charbel’s College – Vale of Ah Reserve, Milperra

•

SCC Senior Volleyball vs All Saint’s College – Mount Saint Joseph’s, Milperra

•

CBSA Junior Touch Football vs St Mary’s Cathedral – Waterworth Park, Tempe

•

CBSA Intermediate Touch Football vs St Mary’s Cathedral – Waterworth Park, Tempe

•

CBSA Junior Volleyball vs St Mary’s Cathedral – Sydney Olympic Park Sports Hall

•

CBSA Intermediate Volleyball vs St Mary’s Cathedral – Sydney Olympic Park Sports Hall

•

CBSA Senior Volleyball vs St Mary’s Cathedral – Sydney Olympic Park Sports Hall

Semi-final for Thursday 23rd November:
CBSA Senior Touch Football vs St Charbel’s College – Gough Whitlam Park, Tempe
Congratulations to the senior boy’s touch team who pulled off a nailbiting comeback in their final round game to
reach our first ever senior touch semi-final. Good luck!
Term 1 2018 Thursday Rep Sports
The following rep sports will be run on Thursdays during term 1 2018. Sign-up sheets are up and the following trials
have been organised. If you would like to be considered for a team you must sign up and attend the trial. Please
meet your coach in the undercroft after school, trials will run from 3.20-5pm. Please remember to sign up for your
2018 year group.
Team
Boys Junior Cricket
Boys Intermediate Cricket
Boys Senior Cricket
Boys Junior Basketball
Boys Intermediate Basketball
Boys Senior Basketball
Girls Junior Volleyball
Girls Intermediate Volleyball
Girls AFL
Girls Senior Touch Football

2018 year group
Year 7 and 8
Year 9 and 10
Year 11 and 12
Year 7 and 8
Year 9 and 10
Year 11 and 12
Year 7
Year 8 and 9
Year 7, 8 and 9
Year 10, 11 and 12

Trial date
2018
Tuesday 28th November
Wednesday 29th November
2018
Tuesday 28th November
Wednesday 29th November
2018
Wednesday 29th November
2018
Tuesday 28th November

2018 Thursday Rep Sport Program
In 2018 I will be taking on the role of Delaney House Coordinator and stepping down from my position as Assistant
Co-Curricular Coordinator. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in the rep sport role, watching our students represent the College and the many successes they have had, as well as the relationships I have built with families. I hope
to continue to work with many of the wonderful families here at Rosebank in the future.
In 2018 the Thursday representative sports program will be run by Mr Anthony Gray, who can be contacted on
agray@rosebank.nsw.edu.au.
Claire Moran					
Assistant Co-Curricular Coordinator
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2018 IWSNA WINTER NETBALL GRADING DATES
We will be holding grading days for 2018 Inner West Winter Netball in week 8 on the following dates:
Monday 27th November Year 7 – 3.20pm – 5pm
Tuesday 28th November Year 8 – 3.20pm – 5pm
Friday 1st December Year 9 and 10 – 3.20pm – 5pm
All girls involved are to meet on Jamberoo Courts in sports uniform after school on the allocated day.
Kathy Johnson
Assistant Co-Curricular Coordinator
		
Year 7 Orientation

Save the Turtles

The Bake Sale made $632.05 and the money will go to the Sea
Turtle Foundation. A not for profit
group in Northern Queensland that
protects the turtles around the Great
Barrier Reef.
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Year 7 2018 Orientation Day
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Lliam Ferrier shares his speech which he gave at the Canada Bay Mayoral reception on the
75th anniversary of Kokoda
Before I begin, I wish to acknowledge the traditional cus- posed a major disruption as motor vehicles purely and
todians of this land, and pay my respect to the elders.
simply could not get across the hilly muddy mountainside. At the time mail couldn’t be transported by plane,
Ladies and gentlemen, honoured guests. The Kokoda
and by boat it would take six months. The compromise
Campaign has a significant place in Australia’s history. It
was to send messengers through these ranges where it
has become synonymous with courage and resilience.
would take only two weeks.
Five weeks ago, Ashton Whitting, Kristian Lovicu, Michael
Parnell, Stewart Gray and I, had the privilege of taking
During WWII the Japanese army engaged in a major
part in Adventure Kokoda’s Youth Leadership Challenge
operation to capture the Pacific nations. In 1941 word
- a twelve day, over 140 kilometer trek through the now
spread about the proximity of the Japanese to Australian
famous Papua New Guinean trail.
soil. To counter the offence, Australia sent their Militia’s
untrained 39th battalion to Papua New Guinea. A compaOn behalf of our group I would like to thank all those
ny of this battalion was sent to assist American engineers
who supported us on this life-changing experience, Canwho were establishing an airbase in Gona. However, they
ada Bay Council, Five Dock RSL, Rosebank College and
were confronted by landing Japanese troops and were
our family members.
forced to slowly retreat while facing the Japanese in a
series of skirmishes right back to Kokoda. It was here the
Our trip was not just about completing one of the most
Kokoda Campaign begun.
mentally and physically challenging hikes from across
the globe. The Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge also
Over the next four months our diggers fought in the
focused on leadership and the social justice issues facing
toughest conditions ever – torrential rain, humidity, heat,
our closest neighbour. Along the trail we visited and
mud, swamps, fog, mist and mountainous terrain. They
stayed in villages were people are living on virtually noth- were also challenged by tropical diseases such as fungal
ing except the food they grow.
infections triggered by the moisture and heat, parasites
The aim of the Kokoda initiative through Adventure
and diarrhea. We faced all these challenges – minus the
Kokoda is to help the local communities develop sustain- Japanese onslaught.
able methods of agriculture and horticulture and increase
education for women and girls.
The conditions of our trek saw two of our companions
withdraw, airlifted out and sent back to Australia. Our
A major emphasis is also placed on discovering, undergroup hiked the trail in reverse. Starting at Owers’ Corstanding and reliving the experiences endured by our
ner our guide briefed us on the individual battles sites as
soldiers when fighting the Japanese in World War II.
we passed them over the next nine days. It was in some
of these locations that the true meaning of what was acAs you all know, this year is the 75th anniversary of the
complished and the sacrifice of some of these young men
Kokoda campaign and we were lucky enough to walk
became clear. Other than the blood, sweat and tears that
the trail during this time. The leader of our trek, Chad,
accompanied the pain of this trek, it was day eight when
was a veteran who fought in the jungles of Vietnam and
we were faced with a true example of the grief of war.
has now completed the Kokoda Trail over 80 times. His
It came at a place known as Surgeons Rock, a makeshift
knowledge and experiences of the jungle behavior, termedical site. This large rock with a flat top was the locarain and conditions was phenomenal. Equally, his site talks tion where the injured soldiers from The Battle of Isurava
and poetry readings were amazing and capped our whole were taken to be patched up and wounds were cleaned.
experience off.
It was here that our guide told us a wartime story
which I’d like to share with you. Brothers Stan and Tom
I cannot encapsulate everything we did into one short
“Butch” Bisset were in the same Battalion and stationed
speech for you guys. Thing such as our experience with
to defend Isurava. During this battle Butch Bisset was
the PNG locals, villagers who brought us fresh food and
mortally wounded by a shot to the stomach and sent to
our porters who protected us on the track, or our night surgeon’s rock. When he heard about his brother’s injury,
times songs that built mateship with all our companions.
Stan asked to leave the battle to see his brother. For four
However, I will share some of our experiences. But first
hours they talked about their good and bad boyhood
let me give you some background as not everyone here
memories while Stan stood, holding his dying brother in
may be aware of this part of our history.
his arms. Hearing this story for me was one of the most
emotionally challenging times of this trek.
The Kokoda Trail was originally used by locals as a mail
route to connect the North and South of PNG. The
After this talk the group moved to camp and Isurava. This
Owen Stanly Range lay between these two points and
was the location of one of the most significant battle in

14

the whole of the pacific campaign. It was here the 39th
and 2/14th Battalion defended against and estimated
8,000 Japanese troops. To emphasize this, many years
after the fighting, medals were finally awarded to soldiers
that fought, including the Distinguished Conduct Medal
and the Victoria Cross.
It was here at Isurava where the memorial to the Australian Soldiers lies. As you may know, four tablets protrude
from the ground. They read; Courage, Endurance, Mateship, Sacrifice. These were the qualities believed to be
engrained in all the Australian diggers who held the trail
despite being severely outnumbered and outgunned.
It was these qualities that our group gradually acquired
over the journey and I can safely say that I now know
and understand what it feels like to have the qualities for
which Australians are renowned.
Most of the information I have provided you can be
found in books and online. But it is so different to be
there and experience the demanding conditions as our
diggers did. To be quite literally walking in their footsteps
and feeling the emotions they did, is something that is
just indescribable.
Many of you may already have previously heard about the
Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels. On our trek we were accompanied
by 37 porters, most of whom were direct descendants
of these angels. They were kind, gentle, encouraging and
happy people.
During the Kokoda campaign the Fuzzy Wuzzys assisted the Australian soldiers along the trail. It was a brutal
campaign. And if it wasn’t for the Angels hundreds more
Australians would have died. They carried rations and
supplies and primarily acted as stretcher bearers and the
effort required to carry even one stretcher is said to be
immense.
You can imagine the effort needed while hiking through
the ridiculous conditions let alone the terrain. After being
in these conditions personally, it seems like an impossible task.Yet the Fuzzy Wuzzy’s managed and in doing so
saved a countless number of lives.
As our journey was a youth leadership trek aimed at us
understanding the experience of the Aussie soldiers we
were required to carry all our belongings except our
tents. Our porters were there to encourage and support
us. And I can say 100%, these young men lived up to the
kindness of their ancestors with their caring nature. After
spending days with these people and seeing the way they
helped and cared for us it was emotional to say goodbye.
So, before I go I’d like to share a poem that upon reflection, touched me deeply. It was written by a soldier on
the campaign who witnessed many of these great feats
and contributions of the Fuzzys.

Many a mother in Australia,
When the busy day is done,
Sends a prayer to the Almighty
For the keeping of her son,
Asking that an Angel guide him
And bring him safely back
Now we see those prayers are answered
On the Owen Stanley track,
For they haven’t any halos,
Only holes slashed in the ears,
And with faces worked by tattoos,
With scratch pins in their hair,
Bringing back the wounded,
Just as steady as a hearse,
Using leaves to keep the rain off
And as gentle as a nurse.
Slow and careful in bad places,
On the awful mountain track,
And the look upon their faces,
Makes us think that Christ was black.
Not a move to hurt the carried,
As they treat him like a Saint,
It’s a picture worth recording,
That an Artist’s yet to paint.
Many a lad will see his Mother,
And the Husbands, Weans and Wives,
Just because the Fuzzy Wuzzy
Carried them to save their lives.
From mortar or machine gun fire,
Or a chance surprise attack,
To safety and the care of Doctors,
At the bottom of the track.
May the Mothers in Australia,
When they offer up a prayer,
Mention those impromptu Angels,
With the Fuzzy Wuzzy hair.
Yesterday, our national war memorial in Canberra held
a service to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
Kokoda Campaign. As the years progress, I hope to
watch this become a more significant event.
Not enough people know and appreciate the story of
these WWII Aussie soldiers and their PNG companions,
and as a nation we remain heavily in their debt.
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Reshelved and Scholastica News

Holiday Reading
These are just some of the new fiction titles ready and waiting to be borrowed over the summer holidays. Be sure
to make some time to pop in and browse what is on offer. If you haven’t time to visit, you can still browse these new
print titles on line. Easy:
•

Access Destiny via Exchange or the student portal and login using your Rosebank creds

•

Select Catalogue from the main tabs

•

Select Destiny Discover from the left-hand side sub-tabs

•

Scroll through the 1st carousel: Recently added books

Print Books: New Fiction Titles
The book of dust / Philip Pullman [Speculative Fiction Genre]
22 years after the publication of His dark materials series, Philip Pullman returns to this epic parallel world in a new
novel.
Dreamland burning / Jennifer Latham [Mystery, Suspense & Crime Genre]
When 17 year old Rowan finds a skeleton on her family's property, she has no idea that investigating the brutal
century-old murder will lead to a summer of painful discoveries about the past... and the present. Nearly one
hundred years earlier, a misguided violent encounter propels 17 year old Will into a racial firestorm. In a country
rife with violence against blacks and a hometown segregated by Jim Crow, Will must make hard choices on a painful
journey towards self-discovery and face his inner demons in order to do what's right the night Tulsa burns.
Wonder Woman : warbringer / Leigh Bardugo [Speculative Fiction Genre]
She will become a legend but first she is Diana, princess of the Amazons, and her fight is just beginning…
E-Books: New Titles
To browse e-books, select the Wheelers logo from the student portal or from the Home page of Destiny.
Haunting of sunshine girl, books 1 & 2 / Paige McKenzie
Harmony House / Nic Sheff
I am not Esther / Fleur Beale
Being Magdalene / Fleur Beale
I am Rebecca / Fleur Beale
The severed land / Maurice Gee
My brother’s war / David Hill
Enemy camp / David Hill
This is where the world ends / Amy Zhang
Dreamology / Lucy Keating
The girl in the blue coat / Monica Hesse
The square root of summer / Harriet Reuter Hapgood
To kill a mockingbird : enhanced edition / Harper Lee
Desolation / Derek Landy
The natural history of us / Rachel Harris
Ms Tracey Djurichkovic – SRSC Manager
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Acceptance slam poetry

...We regret to inform you we no longer require your services
...Please do not be discouraged
...I am sorry to inform you
...We’ve selected another candidate
...You have not been selected for a return interview
...Another applicant better fits the position
...You’re just lacking …
Is it because I’m not white?
Is it because I’m not Catholic?
Is it because I’m not wealthy?
Is it because I’m not born here?
Is it because I am bruised, beaten and abused?
Is it because I am depressed, deprived and different?
Is it because I’m poor, paranoid and pathetic?
Is it because I’m haunted, horrified and hated?
Is it because I’m not you?
Scarlett Kaplan, Marcella Voulgaris Paige Radice
We all have our imperfections.
If everything was perfect, you would never learn and you would never grow
Your self-worth is determined by you.
It’s important to concentrate on other qualities besides outer beauty.
Be happy with the beautiful things that make you, you.

What is it about your sexuality that
defines whether or not you are a
human? Because apparently you aren’t.
When did we start defining people by
their sexuality?
The Universal Declaration of Human
Right Article 16.You have the right to
marry.
Are they saying because of your
orientation that you don’t deserve to
get the rights of a human person?
You look at this and don’t see a
problem? Why? Is it because it doesn’t
affect you? You think it doesn’t matter
because it’s not you?
But maybe it does affect you… Maybe
we’re wrong.
Maybe it’s about looking outside your
line of sight.
Peering outside the box, for benefits for
the greater good of everyone
Fighting for the people who need your
fight. When 7% of the population does
not identify as straight, it’s time to think
about what is really fair for everyone.

We need to reshape our own perception of how we view ourselves.

Maybe it affects your brothers, sisters,
mothers, neighbours, friends.

We have to step up as women and take the lead.
Zoe Lincoln, Bridget Kelly, Claudia Spliadis

So stand up. Speak up for your brother.
Your sister.

I guess we’re the lucky ones
To be in this place
Learning new names every day
No names put to disgrace

Your mother
Your neighbour
Your friends.

We act upon a person’s acts
And not how they’re born
Or at least that’s how I’m treated
Because that’s my society’s norm

It’s time to make a decision for
everyone.

We are constricted and twisted
Conflicted and lifted
Mostly only contained with the digits
In our bank

To accept love.

We are never happy
Constantly consumed
Until we forgive
Hannah Yim
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To let the marginalised be a part of
society.

So, when you’re ever nervous or scared
Remember that being you isn’t so bad.
Louisa Harman, Sarah Judge,
Eloise Paine

Chinese Language Spectacular 2017
On Monday 23 October, twenty Year 8 Mandarin students travelled to Town Hall to participate in this year's Chinese
Language Spectacular. The day began with Yum Cha in Chinatown, which was a great experience, trying new foods
that many had never tried and to practise the expressions we learnt in class. Upon arriving at Town Hall, it was great
to see what other schools had been learning through their performances. Our group sang three songs towards the
end of the spectacular accompanied by a few other schools.
It was a challenge to remember three songs in Chinese but we persevered and it sounded great all together. It was an
amazing experience and great to spend time with friends to listen and watch the other schools. -Leilani Baukes
We were lucky enough to be able to listen to some wonderful songs and watch dancers and musicians from other
schools perform and we had a great time performing. Gemma Lockhart
Rosebank was exceptional. There were so many people in the audience. We even had friends from other schools
cheering us on! -Laura Hennessy
I enjoyed being a part of the whole event, as it was a huge eye opener for me to experience a culture other than my
own. Kehani Busch
We had lots of fun and would recommend to anyone studying Chinese next year.
Ruby Nieass
I am so glad and grateful that I had the opportunity to attend the Chinese
Language Spectacular as it was a learning opportunity and a social event
that allowed Rosebank to engage with the Chinese culture and other
schools that were also learning the language. -Zeeka Zolfonoon
I would like to be able to speak Chinese as well as the Master’s of Ceremony who were not Chinese but spoke fluently.
Maddy Osborne
The Chinese Spectacular was quite spectacular as I felt very Chinese that
day. Elijah Malki
It was an incredible experience that I would do again in a heartbeat. For
future Chinese students, I would 100% recommend putting your name
down to go to the yearly Sydney Chinese Language Spectacular.You won't
regret it!!- Matilda Hays Bell
Kayla Velkovski
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Cancer Survivorship centre and Rosebank Stall at Concord
Hospital Markets
On Thursday 3 November Chris Hayek, Abbey Krzanic, Ben Lincoln
and I travelled to Concord Hospital to participate in the markets in
the grounds of the hospital. The Markets are a way for those who
are ill to get away from the unpleasant environment in the hospital
and be able to enjoy the company of others in the outdoors, as they
buy things such as clothes and food and interesting items.
Daniel Navan
Today was an eventful day getting to see and interact with members
of the public at Concord Hospital. We had the opportunity to
speak to the public, patients and staff and sell to them some
of the hand-crafted products we made such as cards, plants,
felt products and some donated jewellery sets. Overall it was
an enjoyable experience and a great day to get out of school!
Chris Hayek
I am delighted that we have been able to continue to support the
Cancer Survivorship Centre with activities such as these and that
our students are such willing, capable volunteers (even without the
enticement of a few hours off school!) As the comments above
show, the students are in contact with various sectors of our
community and their understanding, appreciation and acceptance
of the diversity of their community, along with connectedness to it,
continues to deepen.
Our last day at the markets will be next Thursday 23 November when some of the Year 9 volunteers will be
responsible for the stall.
If you are looking for something a little different, something unique for a Christmas gift and are in the area please do
drop by – all funds raised go directly to the Cancer Survivorship Centre to support their work in offering assistance
to patients post cancer treatment. If you already have Christmas gifts then please buy a ticket in the Christmas raffle
– these are available directly from me if you can’t make it on the 23rd. Contact me at the school or ask your child
to come to my office. Thanks to everyone for your support. Ms Joan Sinclair

IBSSSEP – Learn about our partner schools in China

It is our great pleasure to introduce our new partner school in China: Dongtai
Middle School, Jiangsu Province. Dongtai Middle School is located about
one hour from Nantong Xingdong Airport, and two hours from the Nanjing
Lukou Airport or the Shanghai Hongqiao Airport. The school was founded in
1905 and the modern co-educational campus combines, education, teaching
and learning. The boarding facilities were built in 2013. With over 6,000
students, the school believes in “new perspectives, new inspirations”.
For the last couple of years we have conducted a reciprocal exchange with
students from Lize Middle School (affiliated to Capital Normal
University) in Beijing. Lize Middle School is a fully run secondary school
that carries forward the fine tradition of Chinese culture. Its mission and goal
is to train "contemporary gentleman". The school is very large and made up of
44 classes and nearly 2000 teachers and students. We hope to receive students
from Beijing in 2018 and we would love to send some of our students to spend
time in China.
If your family is interested in hosting a student from one of our schools in
China for 4-5 weeks in July/August 2018, please send an expression of interest
to Karin Williams: ibsssep@rosebank.nsw.edu.au.
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Careers
New Courses Western Sydney
University Sydney City Campus
Now based in Elizabeth Street
offering courses in Business,
Communication, Engineering, Health
Sciences and IT. Find out more at
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/
city
Notre Dame Course Info Day Thursday 4 January 2018
Location: St Benedict's Hall
and courtyard, 104 Broadway,
Chippendale Applications are still open
for all courses at Notre Dame in 2018
http://www.nd.edu.au/events/sydney
Defence Info Sessions and
Events
Parramatta:
16 November, Music Careers
20 November, Army Reserve
Commando
22 November, Women in Defence
23 November, Engineering Careers
https://www.facebook.com/pg/
DefenceJobsAustralia/events/
International College of
Management Parent’s Info
Evening Thursday 30 November
Register - https://www.icms.edu.
au/event/parents-informationevening-2017
Macquarie Entry Navigator
Everyone comes to university on an
ATAR. Right? No, not with Macquarie
Entry. ATAR is just one of the
indicators we use to determine
your suitability for study. Use
the navigator to see which entry
pathway suits you best - https://
www.mq.edu.au/study/find-a-course/
undergraduate/macquarie-entry/
macquarie-entry-navigator
Macquarie University Big
History Scheme
The Big History bonus points
scheme rewards your commitment
to learning, acknowledging your
participation and completion
of the Big History: Connecting

Knowledge MOOC (Massive
Open Online Course) available
through the COURSERA®
platform. You could get up to 3
bonus points.
https://www.mq.edu.au/study/finda-course/undergraduate/macquarieentry/bonus-points/big-historyscheme
Pros and cons of a double
degree
https://year13.com.au/doubledegrees-worth-it/
UNSW A&D ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2017
Join us for your opportunity to preview the work of over 200 emerging
artists, designers, makers and digital
media creators.
Enjoy a selection of offerings
from Sydney's best local wine, beer
and food vendors while you discover
the next generation of creatives.
Date: Tuesday, 28 November, 5 –
9pm
Where: UNSW Art & Design,
Paddington Campus
RSVP: Friday 20 November
via Eventbrite or Facebook
What type of online student will
you be?
If you’re considering online study,
take the quiz and think about how
you’re going to make it work for you.
Check it out – http://this.deakin.edu.
au/study/quiz-what-type-of-onlinestudent-will-you-be
7 hot apprenticeships and
traineeships you may not have
heard of.
https://year13.com.au/7apprenticeships-traineeships-maynot-heard/
Master Painters Bootcamp

15 - 17 November or 27 29 November, 7.30am to 3pm
each day. Students will receive a
certificate on course completion.
Register your interest - http://www.
masterpainters.com.au/bootcamp
Trial a Trade at William Angliss
Institute
12th December 10am – 12pm,
Register now
16th January 10am – 12pm,
Register now
The trial-a-trade sessions are short,
two-hour glimpses into these
exciting roles:
• Aspiring chefs will learn their
way around an industrial kitchen
and hone their cooking skills.
• Budding patissiers and sugar
lovers will learn some tricks of
the trade behind the creation of
their favourite delicious treats
and confectionery.
• Up and coming baristas will learn
about what it takes to become
a star barista, and get to know
what goes into making the
perfect coffee.
• Travel, events and hospitality
industry hopefuls will try their
hand at fun activities within each
of these areas.
Register now - https://www.angliss.
edu.au/register-for-trial-a-trade
TAFE NSW Design Centre
Enmore Open Day
6 December and 31 January. 6.00pm
to 8.00pm
110 Edgeware Rd, Enmore. Join any
one of the information sessions for:
• Entertainment
•

Design & Illustration

•

Graphic Design, Industrial
Design

•

Interior Design & Decoration

•

Jewellery

•

Object Design & Manufacture

•

3D animation & Concept Art
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https://www.facebook.com/
events/155878185001144/

Year 12 HSC Summer School
Year 11 Head Start Lectures

Coder Academy School Age
Programs
There are after school and schoolholiday workshops available.
https://coderacademy.edu.au/kidsand-teens-coding#school-holidays

UTS Moore Park Campus
opens. Researchers and students
from UTS's sport and exercise
science and physiotherapy programs
will be based in the new building.
Read about the association with
Rugby Australia and the new
premises at UTS Moore Park

Working in Retail
Check out this video (as well as
heaps of others) about how working
in retail can be more than ‘just a job’.
http://www.skillsone.com.au/
vidgallery/dive-into-retail/
Careers with STEM Term 4
Magazines
If you’re interested in study or
a career in science, technology,
engineering or maths, you might
want to check out the latest Careers
with STEM magazines. They are full
of interesting and inspiring stories
about where study in STEM can take
you.
https://careerswithstem.com/read-ithere/
SELFSTART – support to start
your own business
From planning, validating your idea,
finding local support, through to
perfecting your pitch, SelfStart is
here to support you through the first
stages of starting your own business.
https://jobsearch.gov.au/selfstart
Job Outlook
This government website can help
you explore your career options.
Look for career ideas based on
industry or level of study, and see the
employment prospects for different
industries.You can also take a career
quiz on the site.
Take a look – http://joboutlook.gov.
au/
TSFX Year 11 & 12 HSC
Summer School Head Start
Lectures. In order to help 2018
students get ahead and reach their
full potential in the HSC, TSFX
is holding a series of head-start
lectures across the summer holidays.
For details, and to enrol, in the HSC
Summer schools go to

Macleay College Career Taster
Day 13th December
Sessions include:
• Developing the Perfect Creative
Brief | Advertising & Media
•

Preparing for the Big Game |
Sports Business

•

Run Your Own Music Festival |
Event Management

•

What Is PR, and How Do You Do
It? | Public Relations

•

How to be a Journalist in the
Digital Age | Journalism

•

Creating Viral Content for Digital
Media | Digital Media

•

Social Media Marketing,
Uncovered | Marketing

qualification.
Nationally Accredited Units:
SITEEVT001 Source and use
information on the event industry
SITXWHS001 Participate in safe
work practices
Workshops at TAFE Ultimo College
4-9 December and Industry
Placement 11-15 December.
Places are limited. For more details,
and to enrol, email Kathy Herd,
Event Program Manager at Kathleen.
Herd@tafensw.edu.au
For further information on any of
the above, please contact Mrs. Angela
Pavicic, phone 97133169, apavicic@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au or Mrs. Jenine
Smith, phone 97133105, jsmith2@
rosebank.nsw.edu.au

Launching a Start-Up: Phase One
| Entrepreneurship
Register you interest at Macleay
Taster Day
•

TAFE NSW pre-employment
training program for the
Events and Exhibition industry
This pre-employment program is
aimed at school leavers and new
entrants to the exhibition and event
industry. Designed to provide a
comprehensive overview of the
industry. It includes workshops,
industry site visits, guest speakers as
well as practical work experience in
an exhibition and event business.
When successfully completed,
participants may seek to enter into
a formal traineeship in an exhibition
and event industry workplace. The
units in this program may be credited
towards a relevant Certificate III
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The Uniform Shop

Opening Hours
Tuesdays: 8.00am - 11.45am
Wednesdays: 12.30pm - 4.15pm
Thursdays: 8.00am - 12.00pm

Rosebank wants to invite all students yr 9-12
to the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. If you are
interested in coming to the festival please contact
Mrs Middeldorp
pmiddeldorp@rosebank.nsw.edu.au

and 12.30pm - 4.45pm

Bookings for uniform fittings for new and existing
students are now open in December and January
holidays.
Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au.
Enter the code 2328s and follow the prompts.
Please book before 6th December.

(M@L)

HOMEWORK SUPPORT

Homework Support is available every Monday
and Wednesday afternoon from 3:20pm to
4:30pm in the back section of the SRSC. This is a
drop-in service for ANY student who would like
assistance with homework and/or assessment
tasks. Students who
attend receive a stamp in their diary so that
parents and coordinators can acknowledge their
committment to achieving their best.

Rosebank College Maths Teachers are available to help you
during lunch every week for the
entire year.
Maths @ Lunch is being held in
J202 on Monday and
Wednesday of every week during
Lunch - no booking
required, just come in whenever you
need some extra support.

Jacquelene Mastroianni and Anastasia Batagianni
Learning Support Teachers
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