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Dear parents, students and friends of 
Rosebank,

On arriving to the end of Term 1 the 
community has much to celebrate. This 
has been a term of implementation, of 
new beginnings, of innovation, of hospi-
tality, of newness and looking forward 
with hope and optimism.

I take this opportunity to thank our 
dedicated and caring staff who give 
so generously to affirm, challenge and 
extend our students. I thank parents 
for their trust and partnership. I thank 
our wonderful students who in so many 
ways have taught us so much about the 
beauty of life, the excitement of creativ-
ity, the gift of optimism and the impor-
tance of an open and trusting heart.

In the light of this week’s Easter ceremo-
nies we join with the saints and angels 
in celebrating God’s immense power 
and deep love for creation, for life and 
particularly for us.

I have the privilege of interviewing hun-
dreds of families each year.  Among the 
many conversations with students, we 
speak of our ‘image’ or picture of God. 
While they may not have the sophisticat-
ed language of theology, I have been so 
impressed by the depth of understanding 
of and commitment to a God that is big, 
very big but at the same time a God that 
is loving, very loving. 

A personal creator God is a bold belief. 
A sense of life and meaning that goes 
beyond the physical world and yet 
embraces and makes holy all that we see 
and touch is extraordinary. 

This week we revisit the incredible story 
of the rise of human consciousness – 
one that has evolved over the many 
millions of years – our physical growth 
and strength, our intellectual growth and 
intelligence, our emotional growth and 
need for quality relationships and our 
spiritual selves and connectedness to 
God. 

I hope and pray that you do 
participate in the Christian story 
of Easter.  We are reliving the joys 
of success, the pain of separation, 
the anxiety of responsibility, the 
cruelty of fear and selfishness 
and the triumphant victory of 
goodness and life. It’s the greatest 
story ever told.

May you have a peaceful, faith filled ex-
perience of Easter. May you be touched 
deeply by God’s love and unconditional 
forgiveness. May your time with fam-
ily and friends be safe and filled with 
laughter. May you rest and renew your 
energies. God be with you and bless you.

Tom Galea
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Dates 
for the Diary

9 April 
Holy Thursday Liturgy.   
Term 1 concludes.

27 April  
Anzac Day

28 April 
All students return in full winter 
uniform.

1 May 
CSDA Debating Competition begins

3 May 
Open Day

6 May 
Mothers’ Day Mass 7.30pm 

8 May  
Yr 12 Careers Excursion
CSDA competition Round 2

12–14 May 
NAPLAN testing for Years 7 & 9

15 May 
CSDA competition Round 3

21–23 May 
College Musical ‘The Wiz’

26 May  
Yr 12 Parent–Teacher Interviews

29 May 
Yr 7 ConnectED excursion & 
Yr 8 Technology Excursion

5 June
Open Day in lieu - no classes

8 June
Queen’s Birthday holiday

Thank You Parents
 
Many parents indicated on the P&F 
Volunteer sheet which you returned 
earlier this year that you could assist 
on Open Day.  Please keep an eye on 
your email inbox during the holidays.  
A member of the P&F will be in 
touch to confirm your involvement 
on the day.

From the Assistant Principal
Parent Transport Reminder
 This week’s visit from Canada Bay Council rangers saw many parents experience the 
unfortunate consequences of illegally dropping off students in the College driveway 
area.  You are reminded that the only safe and legal place to drop off and pick up 
your son or daughter is further north down Harris Rd, past the Queens Rd intersec-
tion.  Now that the College car park is once again open, you are also reminded that 
parents are not permitted to drive on to the grounds to drop off or pick up students 
during regular school hours.
Thank you for your attention to the safety and convenience of all members of our 
community.

Term 1 Learning
Congratulations to all students, parents and teachers for a successful and challenging 
term of learning, which has taken so many different forms.  For all the hard work in 
classrooms, speculating, calculating, contemplating and collaborating, to all the efforts 
on our various sporting and cultural fields – thank you and well done!
Our teachers too, have been very active in their learning this term.  They have partic-
ipated in a variety of professional development opportunities including conferences, 
HSC workshops, subject network meetings, collaborative planning and postgraduate 
study.  Learning is certainly alive in the Rosebank community!

Our upcoming Open Day will provide a wonderful opportunity to showcase the 
dynamic learning which takes place here at your school.  See you there!

Miriam Berlage

Project Compassion 
There have been some excellent efforts 
at fundraising for Project Compassion 
in the last two weeks and the Rosebank 
community has raised $3,350 to date. 
With money still coming in from various 
fundraising initiatives, the $4,000 mark 
appears to be in reach.  A sincere “Thank 
you” is extended to all who sacrificed 
a little so that others may gain a lot. In 
our listening compassionately to the 
needs of others and in responding wisely, 
the Lenten fundraising drive has been a 
tangible way in which this year’s College 
Theme has been realised.

Mothers’ Day Mass
Early next term, on Wednesday 6 May, 
the Rosebank community will honour 
the significant women who play a vital 
role in our lives. In honour of these 
women, there will be a Mass celebrated 
by Father Chris Slattery in the College 
Hall starting at 7.30pm. This is a wonder-
ful occasion of celebration, recognition 
and appreciation and your presence is 
most welcomed.

Easter Week Message
As people of the Resurrection, Chris-
tians rejoice in the gift offered to us 

From the Coordinator of Mission

Congratulations 
Andrea Naim was selected as a regional 
winner for her graphic design entry in 
the NSW Government Design Competi-
tion.  Andrea and Sarah Angus, received 
an 8GB iPod Touch each.  They are now 
finalists in the state-wide competition.

through belief in Jesus Christ: the gift of 
eternal life. May the choicest blessings of 
the Risen Lord be with you at this special 
time of the year. May our lives be filled 
with the joy that comes from being in 
close relationship with a loving God who 
suffers with us and who also draws us to 
newness of life in Him.

Angelo Gattone

As members of the Rosebank College community, we are called to…listen compassionately 
and respond wisely to others.
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Project Compassion at Rosebank
Kebabs for Project  Compassion

Curriculum News

Every year Rosebank College contributes 
money to Caritas Australia for Project 
Compassion. This year 9A organised a 
kebab and popper sale, called Kebab Com-
passion to help reach the College’s goal.
Everyone in 9A contributed $6 to cover 
costs with many generously giving more. 
We had a terrific response on the day 
as everything was sold,  with nothing 
leftover. 9B also had a full house at their 
Talent Quest and raised over $100 for 
the same charitable cause. 
We raised $440.95, a truly amazing feat. 
Special thanks to our Home Room 
teacher, Ms Coleman, 9A and all the par-
ents who went out of their way to help.

Klaudia Chlebowicz, Sarah Cardillo and 
Frances Bavaro, 9A

Character Day
Last Friday, Year 7 students and teachers 
celebrated Character Day in style. The 
purpose of the day was to share our 
favourite stories and characters and in 
doing so inspire others to read.
Year 7 thoughts of the day:
“Character day was an exciting day where 
everyone got together and celebrated all 
our favourite books.  I learnt about a lot of 
different books and thought everyone had a 
go” Jessica (aka Esmeralda, the Gypsy in 
Notre Dame).

“Character day was one of the best days of 
school I have ever had because it was all 
about books and having fun!” Emmett

“I think Character Day was a fun learning 
experience and definitely an exciting day.  
It was fascinating to see all the amazing 
and creative costumes and I had lots of fun 
dressing up.  I think the best character was 
the joker”.  Amanda

Museum of Ancient Cultures Excursion
On Monday all Year 7 students trav-
elled to Macquarie University as part of 
ConnectED in order to conduct a site 
study of its Museum of Ancient Cultures.  
Students enjoyed this valuable oppor-
tunity to experience the ancient world 
first hand.  They spent the day speaking 
with archaeologists, touring the museum 
and having a hands-on experience with 
ancient artefacts.  
Ms Tracy’s class shared their thoughts on 
the excursion:
“I think the excursion was fun and educa-
tional.  My favourite part was when we got 
to touch the artefacts” Nicholas

“I learnt many things on Monday and I 
think I want to become an archaeologist” 
Jessica

“The excursion was a really good experi-
ence for everyone as it was interactive and 
entertaining” Daniele 

Year 10 News
It is a cliché but doesn’t time fly? Where 
have 11 weeks gone? The girls are look-
ing forward to some well-earned R+R 
over the Easter holidays!
Our School Community Service Awards 
got to: Sarah Angus, Nicole Goodwin, 
Ashlee Cairns and Alexandra Carroll for 
Term 1.
Our Homeroom Super Star Awards 
go to Roselyn De Pasquale, Sarah Saya, 
Bryar Hawkins and Ellie Chung.  Con-
gratulations girls, we are very proud of 
you.
May we wish you and your daughters 
a very Happy Easter.  We hope that all 
share some very happy days together.  
We look forward to seeing the girls 
again ready for Term 2.

The Year 10 Pastoral Team

Year 8 Project Compassion Effort

Year 8 Home Rooms developed a healthy 
competition in their goal to raise as 
much money as they can for the Caritas 
charity in this Lenten period.  Year 8B or-
ganised a Lolly Cup Fundraiser, by having 
each member of the Home Room bring 
in bags of lollies which were then used to 
make lolly cups to be sold at lunchtime. 
Year 8C held a pizza day, and sold slices 
of pizza to raise money for the charity.  
Special mention however, must be made 
of the students of  8A who have raised 
a significant amount of money simply by 
making consistent and personal dona-
tions through their Project Compassion 
Box.  We are very proud of all of our stu-
dents for thinking of others, and seeking 
to respond wisely to the needs of our 
world, by giving generously during Lent.

Annalicia Saito
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Macquarie University Open Day 
Saturday 12 September, 10am –4pm.
Students can talk to academic staff about 
degree programs and meet current Mac-
quarie University students. It also allows 
access to information courses, accom-
modation and student support services.  
For more information check out the 
future students section: www.mq.edu.au/
futurestudents
Physiotherapy comes to Nth Sydney
As of 2010,  ACU National will be of-
fering a Bachelor of Physiotherapy at its 
Brisbane and North Sydney campuses.  
Visit www.acu.edu.au for more info.
The SMH HSC & Careers Expo
It will be held on 15, 16 and 17 May from 
10am–5pm at The Pavilion Randwick 
Racecourse.  Visit over 100 exhibitors, 
including Australia’s major universities, 
with HSC resources, tertiary course and 
career information.  The Expo will also 
feature a seminar program with over 70 
presentations on HSC subjects, course, 
career and study advice. Admission of 
$10 is valid for all 3 days of The Expo, 
includes seminars and a copy of The 
Sydney Morning Herald. For more details 
visit: www.hscandcareers.com.au 
UNSW Parent/Student Law Info Night
Prospective law students can receive 
course and careers information at the 
UNSW Kensington Campus Law Building 
on 7 May 2009 from 6-8pm.  To register: 
ph: 9385 1519 or r.tuziak@unsw.edu.au.
News Production
(a Technical Skills Acceleration Program for 
Girls).  Are you interested in learning the 
techniques of news script writing, digital 
camera management, film production skills, 
editing and finalising, and uploading media 
onto the internet including You Tube?  Then 
the 2 day Digi-Girls News Production 
School is for you!  Places are limited so see 
Ms McAloon early if you are interested.
Students: Year 10, 11 and 12 girls interested 
in News Journalism, Film & TV and IT ca-
reers. Dates include 27 and 28 May.
Day 1: 9am–3pm/Day 2: 9am–5.30pm 
Certificate Presentation Location: Nth Syd 
TAFE Pacific Hwy Gore Hill, Cost $120
Travel and Volunteer 
Want to take some time out after 
Year 12? Join the Antipodeans Abroad 
GapBreak Program for the opportunity 
to discover the world and create lifelong 

memories along the way. Find out more 
at the free GapBreak Info Night for 
students and parents on Tuesday 28 April, 
6.30pm. Suite 303a, 282 Victoria Ave 
Chatswood.  To register call 9413 1522 
or visit: www.antipodeans.com.au
NAPLAN Preparation Workshops 
Alpha Omega Education are conducting
workshops for students in Yrs 7&9 in 
preparation for the National Assessment 
Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAP-
LAN) exams which will be held on 12–14 
May throughout Australia. The holiday 
Workshop, on 15 April at Burwood, re-
quires a $20 fee for workshop notes, pay-
able on registration. For more information 
visit: www.alpha-omega.org.au Lattitude 
International 
Organise volunteering and gap year 
projects for 17–25 year olds.  For free 
information night details visit:  
www.lattitude.org.au  
UK 2010 applications close: 30 April. 
Other applications close: 20 May. 
Design & Commerce Workshops 
Raffles College of Design and Commerce 
offer intensive 5-day workshops at 
North Sydney for students in Yrs 10-12 
interested in a creative design career.  
2009 Workshops: 20-24 April; 13-17 July.
ANU Open Day 
Open Day at the Australian National 
University on 29 August will help you 
discover all the campus has to offer. Take 
a tour or chat to students and staff who 
will be on hand to offer tips and advice.
USYD Discover Engineering Day 
‘Discover Engineering’ at the University 
of Sydney on 24 April offers Yr 10 stu-
dents a fun-filled day of hands on activi-
ties that explore the various engineering 
and information technology streams 
available for study. Registrations required. 
UMAT Test 
UMAT will be held on 29 July Australia-
wide. The test assists with the selection 
of students into undergraduate medicine, 
dentistry and health science degree 
programs at participating universities. 
Registrations open now and close 5 June.
CSI Workshops at UNSW 
It gives students aged 15–18 years, a real 
experience of crime scene investigation 
and laboratory activities. 2 day Work-
shops: 20–21 April; 22-23 April. Bookings 
required.

Weekly Careers News
See Ms McAloon or log on to www.careercentral.com.au

Coming Soon

Co-Curricular News
Netball
Congratulations to the Rosebank Rang-
ers.  The team experienced a fantastic 
start to the season by winning 2 games 
out of 2.  In the last game, the team won 
by 46 goals! Well done girls.

We’ll soon be getting on down the 
road…will you be joining us?
Since Term 4 2008 the dedicated main 
cast of 30 students have spent co-
curricular time, Thursday afternoons 
and Sunday mornings  perfecting their 
acting, singing and dancing skills. In Term 
1 this year they have been joined by 25 
other Rosebank students and a cute 
and bubbly primary school cast of 21 
students. Students under the guidance of 
Mrs Booth and Ms Staniforth have been 
involved in creating advertising material, 
programs and tickets, backdrops, staging 
and props.  Mrs Bartasek and Mr Hoy 
also began work on the musical score 
with the school band. With the assist-
ance of ex-Rosebank students Darren 
Brisbane and Amy Isbister, Ms Coleman 
has been madly drilling the cast in their 
moves. Upwards of 100 students from 
Years 7-12 have already taken some part 
in the production with more to come as 
ushers, make-up artists and other crew 
based jobs are required.
The Wiz is a modernised version of the 
famous Wizard of Oz story. Dorothy, 
the Tinman (sorry woman in our ver-
sion) Lion and Scarecrow still have their 
adventures in the wonderful Land of 
Oz, however; there are three witches, a 
dancing yellow brick road and numerous 
other interesting changes to the tradi-
tional storyline. With music that draws 
its inspiration from disco, gospel and soul 
music there is guaranteed to be some-
thing to please everyone.
About 20 minutes of the show will be 
performed on Open Day on 3 May .Tick-
ets will go on sale early in Term 2 under 
the guidance of Mr Crossman. There will 
be only two performances on Friday 22 
May and Saturday 23 May at 7.30pm.
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