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From the Alumni Committee
From a rural humble environment 146 years ago, Rosebank
has developed into a flourishing inner city school hosting over
1000 students.
It has produced many notable Alumni, such as:
Janice Murphy, Olympian and silver medallist in the 4x100
metre freestyle relay at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics
Fr. Jason Camilleri, who celebrated mass to commemorate
140 years of Good Samaritan Education
Beverly Hoskinson- Green, partner at Sydney based law firm,
Mackinson and d’Apice
Melina Marchetta, winner of the CBCA Children’s Book of
the Year Award, (1993 and 2004) author and teacher
Moira Kelly, graduate and lifelong learner, has enjoyed a
long and varied career path as a social worker, solicitor and
theologist. Her fascinating journey and involvement in these
sectors are profiled in this edition of Sursum Corda.
Ex-students of the College who would like to join the Alumni
community, reconnect with old friends and form new bonds
can join the association by going to www.rosebank.edu.nsw.
The College, along with ex-students, appreciate sharing your
experiences, achievements and connecting with the community.

The Alumni were proud to be present at the College’s
annual Open Day. Visitors enjoyed viewing archive photos,
past year books and other memorabilia on display, as well as
recocnnecting with the Alumni members.
We encourage any ex-students to share their stories, news and
images on the College’s Facebook page www.facebook.com/
rosebankcollege.fivedock or emailing alumni@rosebank.nsw.
edu.au.
Rosebank has emerged as an exemplary school, with its
diverse range of sporting, cultural and co-curricular offerings;
its students are able to become involved in so many different
activities and graduate as well rounded and contributing
members of the community.
It is a testament to the school that a large number of exstudents are now enrolling their children at Rosebank,
demonstrating the positive reputation the College has built
and highlighting the importance the school places on family and
loyalty.
College Principal, Mr Galea, has encouraged ex-students to join
and warmly welcomes the Alumni’s presence at functions held
throughout the year.
Well done Rosebank, you have come of age!
Denise Andreacchio
Graduating Class of 1964

Enrolments
If you are an ex-student and have a child wishing to begin at Rosebank in Year 7 2017, you must submit your enrolment
application by the end of this year to the Registrar, Mrs Melinda Henderson. Applications received after 10 December 2014
can not be guaranteed priority status. Applications may be submitted in person to the College at 1A Harris Road Five Dock
or email enrolments@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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From the Principal
Dear Alumni,
As we approach the end of this hugely significant year we celebrate all the many gifts that we as a community and as individuals
have received. We share a common bond through having been a member of this old but ever changing and adapting learning
community.
In particular we celebrate in 2014 two hugely momentous events. The first is the completion, occupation, blessing and official
opening of stages two and thee of the building program providing the students with wonderfully spacious and comfortable
learning spaces.

The second is the graduation of the first complete co-educational class that commenced in 2009 with an equal number of boys
and girls. These 140 students, ably inspired and assisted by the previous five cohorts, represent the new Rosebank offering a huge
array of courses, co-curricular options, extension opportunities and a technology rich contemporary learning environment. We
keep these students in our thoughts and prayers as they work their way through their six HSC exams and fast approach their
sign out day and Formal. These new graduates have now been inducted into the Alumni Association.
This year we also have been working on completing the outdoor oval/green play area and seating area south of the fig tree to
provide along with the new gymnasium more open play space for running and active ball sports.

The success of all of these programs and developments is that our enrolments are very full and many of these newly created
places are taken up by children of our Alumni. Thank you for your wonderful support and encouragement.
On behalf of the College I extend to all our ex-students a safe and blessed Christmas break where we have the opportunity to
slow work commitments and combine quality family time with some reflection on the mystery and magic of our lives particularly
the special miracles that our children are.
Tom Galea
Principal
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Sisters are doing it for themselves
(with a helping hand from Rosebank)!
Sisters and Rosebank Alumni, Balveen and Amarise Saini (Class
of 2004 and 2006, respectively) have both reached outstanding
heights since graduating from the College. 2013 was a
particularly rewarding year for the girls and their successes were
passed on to Principal, Mr Tom Galea, via Meena Saini, the girls’
Mother, who credits Rosebank in large part for her daughters’
accomplishments.
‘As to this day Balveen and Amarise have the fondest memories
of their time at Rosebank, which is why their father and I were
always actively involved in the school’s activities when the need
arose. I have always attributed their goals and desires to achieve
to have come from their wonderful teachers who inspired them
to perform to the best of their abilities’.

attended were from the credit industry (both SME’s and
large corporations), commercial law firms, insolvency
firms, finance sector and credit reporting agencies. The
conference is an opportunity to interact with likeminded
people in a professional capacity who are experiencing
common issues in their businesses. The conference was
held to inform and educate the delegates on legislative
changes, the changing economic client, spending patterns
in various sectors and understanding the mechanisms
available to recover debt.
2.

What topics did you cover when presenting to the
judging panel?
The Young Credit Professional (YCP) award is sponsored
by Dun & Bradstreet.

Balveen and Saini offered us an insight into what they viewed as
their most memorable moments during their time as Rosebank
girls and how these events may have had a positive impact on
the path their career and personal lives have taken.

Within the scope of my role I provide advice to the National Credit Manager and Board of Directors on the law
and the application to the operation of the business.
As such, the topics covered were risk assessment before
and during a trading relationship, recovery of debt, negotiation, understanding and implementing legislative changes
(i.e Australian Consumer Law , Personal Properties Securities Act 2009 (Cth) and the 2014 amendments to Privacy
Act 1988 (Cth)), enforcement of personal guarantees and
contractual arrangements.

Balveen Saini
Graduated Rosebank: 2004
University course studied:
Macquarie University, Bachelor of Commerce.
University of Western Sydney,
Bachelor of Laws.
3.

What do you hope to gain, personally and professionally, as a follow on from being awarded the
National Young Credit Professional accolade?
Professionally, I want to be in a position where I am representing and advising various companies on Business- toBusiness debt recovery, litigation, changes in legislation.
Winning the award will hopefully enable me to do this
whilst developing my skills to accommodate for the needs
and demands of the changing economic environment.
Personally, my aspirations are to be an ambassador for
young people so they can recognise the potential to represent themselves with professionalism, dedication to
their careers and integrity.

4.

You were involved in extracurricular activities
while at Rosebank. Do you feel this participation
– particularly within debating – has assisted you
during your University, and now working, life? If so,
how?
Participation in the extracurricular activities has taught
me about:

1.

Could you please provide a brief description of
the conference you recently attended in
Adelaide?
The conference was a national conference held by the
Australian Institute of Credit Management (AICM) and
was sponsored by Veda Advantage. The delegates who
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•

Time management and balancing a variety of
commitments;

5.

•

Preparation for exams/ presentations/ interviews;

•

Being confident without being arrogant;

•

Presentation and professionalism

•

Representing myself and the company with
integrity

What are some of your fondest memories of
Rosebank?
•

The teachers were passionate and genuinely
invested time in those students who needed
the help, or wanted to further their appreciation for a subject.

•

My peers- I think when you leave school and
go off to either study or work you get so
caught up with your new life you don’t see
your friends as often.

8.

When speaking with friends who graduated
from other schools, do you feel your educational experience at Rosebank differed in any way?
•

Rosebank has strong links to the community
and to the families of the students. The College involves the families in the students’
education; and I think this is really important
in order to have open communication. Having the support network both at school and
home has been invaluable to my learning and
development.

•

Rosebank has always prided themselves on
the ability to prepare students for their adolesce. As an ex Rosebank girl I believe the
College has refined me in both a personal
and professional capacity

If you could give a current Rosebank student
advice about pursuing a career within the legal
sector, what would it be?
•

Being a Social Justice Leader and representing the College in the wider community.

Enjoy school but take your senior years seriously.

•

What specific qualities do you feel Rosebank
instilled in you to equip you for a successful legal career?

Get involved in extracurricular activitiestake the initiative to differentiate yourself
from your peers to future employers.

•

Anything is attainable with hard work, sacrifice and confidence within yourself.

•

Surround yourself with friends who respect
you and your ambitions as law is an intense
degree.

•

Respect yourself and do what you think is
right for you. and your career- if something
doesn’t feel right or doesn’t match your values and ethics then adapt it to suit you.

•
6.

7.

•

Being accountable

•

Professional

•

Dedicated

•

Honest

•

Respectful

•

Working hard to achieve my goals

•

Giving back to the community

Amarise Saini

Graduated Rosebank: 2006
University course studied: Macquarie University, Bachelor
of Applied Finance/Bachelor of Commerce. Currently
studying an MBA part time while working full time.

1. You were involved in extracurricular activities
while at Rosebank. Do you feel this participation
has assisted you during your University, and now
working, life? If so, how?
I believe my involvement in the extracurricular
activities provided me with the skills necessary for
development in all aspects of my life. Not only did
the participation assist with communication and
interpersonal skills necessary in my career, but it
has also assisted with my ability to maintain a work
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life balance. I have utilised the skills in all aspects of
university and working life including presentations,
decision making, team building and maintaining relations
with key stakeholders.

2. You were a social justice leader in your senior
year. Why did you consider this programme an
important thing to become involved in? Do you
think your participation within the group has
impacted the way you see the world and how
you contribute to society?

Yes. Throughout my schooling, I had a very strong
passion for the issues surrounding Social Justice. My
leadership allowed me to express and help make a
difference in society. I have continued this through
to my working life where I am now a member of the
committee responsible for organising the volunteer
and charity functions within my organisation. Due to
my exposure to the socially unjust issues, I am more
aware of the plight suffered by others and I am more
accepting to any opportunity provided to me as I
believe we should not take anything for granted.

4. What are some of your fondest memories of
Rosebank?
I really appreciate the community culture of the
college. I enjoyed the range of opportunities provided
to students, including extracurricular activities. It was
evident the teachers took an interest in the students
learning, through their enthusiasm and teaching
methods.
5. What specific qualities do you feel Rosebank
instilled in you to equip you for a successful
career in finance?
Rosebank took note of my strengths and the
teachers assisted to build my skills for life outside of
school. I had a genuine interest in mathematics and
business subjects and the concepts I learnt in my
studies prepared me for my degrees in Finance and
Commerce.
My involvement in the College’s extracurricular
activities including debating and public speaking
has definitely assisted in my communication and
leadership skills that are necessary in my current field
of work and my current studies in my MBA.
6. When speaking with friends who graduated
from other schools, do you feel your
educational experience at Rosebank differed in
any way?

3. Did you find having an older sister at the
school assisted in your transition from primary
to high school? How do you feel Rosebank
supports its younger students?
Yes. I believe having an older sister enrolled at
Rosebank definitely assisted with my transition. I do
however believe that Rosebank provides support
and assistance for those initially starting at the
College. There is a very strong community culture
within Rosebank, which is only enhanced by the
approachable staff.
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Yes. Rosebank instilled the values necessary for life
outside of school. The College provides guidance
and support to students and upholds the ideal of
a community which allows for the interaction of
students, teachers and families.
7. If you could give a current Rosebank student
advice about pursuing a career within the
financial sector, what would it be?
Anything is possible with dedication and motivation.
It is also necessary to note that it is just as important
to maintain a balance between work and your social
life. Finance is a challenging field and can often be a
difficult industry to enter. Take any opportunity you
believe may assist with your career, whether this
includes internships, vocational volunteer programs
and graduate programs.

20 years on – The Class of 1993 celebrate!
On October 12, 2013 the Rosebank class of 1993 met once
again to celebrate 20 years since graduating high school. The
event took place at Canada Bay Club, just down the road from
Rosebank College. A short slideshow of photos taken by
students ran all night and students and partners celebrated with
Mr John Hawley, Jane Edmonds , Josephine McCabe and
ex-teacher Helen Siely. The venue prepared great food and wine
and Berns Entertainment brought the house down with some
great tunes and fantastic photographer, Kathie Fisher was in
attendance to help us remember the night.
We had lucky door prizes of wine provided by Susan Medaglia
(Dessanti), an MP3 stereo by Sean Doherty and voucher to dine
at Vanessa Hopping’s (Viscontini) Restaurant “Cucina Viscontini”
in Wentworth Point (Homebush Bay). The cake was made by
Stefany Machain which was identical to the one that was cut at
our graduation luncheon in November 1993. We laughed, we
cried, we reunited once again after many years and had a great
time.
One doesn’t really comprehend the magnitude of
twenty years. Everyone had a great story to tell and
it was wonderful to catch up with people we haven’t
seen for years. It was also enlightening to speak to
teachers and Mr Hawley as adults. As we all grow
older and look forward to the next decade of our
lives, we reflect on how the education provided by
this high school has affected us as adults, parents and
individuals; how it indirectly affects our children and
loved ones and the knowledge we have taken from it.
Some might have loved it, some might have loathed it,
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you may have wanted to forget, but the matter of fact is that it
happened - it is part of your history. We may not be aware, but
we took something valuable away with us when we finished high
school and started our journey into adulthood.
Jacqui Doherty

Rosebank students become citizens of the world in
College’s international exchange program
While Sydney’s summer in 2013 was reaching scorching temperatures and many of us were spending our days cooling off by the
ocean, seven Rosebank students packed their winter coats and flew across the globe to begin their short stay exchange at a number
of the College’s partner schools.
Destinations included Germany, USA and the United Kingdom.
Here, we receive a glimpse into the English way of life from Holly Barnett (Year 10), during her first few days at Ampleforth College in
North Yorkshire, with fellow Rosebank student Caitlin Park.

Holly Barnett

Caitlin Park
We left Australia on 6 January and after three very long flights we arrived at
Manchester airport, where we found out that Caitlin’s luggage had been left in Abu
Dhabi. After working out when she would be getting her luggage, a taxi drove us to
Ampleforth College, which is a two hour drive from
the airport.We slept most of the way.
When we arrived at St Bedes house, which is one of the 10 boarding houses at the
college (7 boys and 3 girls), we were met by Mrs Anglim, our House Mistress, and
were shown around the house.We were then taken up to our dorms and we got to
meet our buddies for the stay, Frannie and Molly.
Over the next couple of days we got to learn the ropes of the school, when
to get changed, when meals were, when classes were and where classes were.
So far it has been one of the best experiences that either
of us have had.We have formed really great friendships
with a lot of the people here and are very grateful for the
opportunity that Rosebank has offered us. It’s a whole new
experience for us especially the whole boarding side of it.We
are really excited for what’s to come, but also can’t
wait till we get home.
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Since graduating from Rosebank College in 1992, Gilbert Lorquet has made significant
contributions to our local and greater community, through his professional and
personal pursuits.
Following his time at Rosebank, Gilbert studied both Commerce and Law at the University of Western Sydney, which has led to a
diverse and philanthropic career path.
His current role as Community Engagement Manager at the Australian Cancer Research Foundation, who strive to beat cancer and
provide hope to those affected by it, sees him lead the delivery of the organisation’s fundraising ventures.
Since the Foundation’s conception in 1984, it has become a leading cancer charity and not-for-profit organisation in Australia.
In total, the organisation has awarded $95 million in cancer research grants (two thirds of this amount in the last eight
years) to world-class Australian research initiatives and become a leader in creating positive change for cancer sufferers.
Gilbert’s enthusiasm for wellbeing and a healthy life extends outside his profession; with his position as President of the Abbotsford
Juniors Football Club, where he volunteers his time and talents to be the club’s spokesperson and representative.
The College welcomed Gilbert to the 2013 presentation evening as a keynote speaker, where he gave the following address:

The teacher stood before her class of 30 biology

students, about to commence their final exam. ‘I have been
privileged to be your teacher this year, and I know how hard
you have all worked to prepare for this exam.
‘I am well aware of how much pressure you are under to keep
your grades up, and because I know you are all capable of
understanding this material, I am prepared to offer an automatic
‘B’ to anyone who would prefer not to take the final exam.’
The relief was audible as a number of students jumped up to
thank the teacher and departed from the exam room. The
teacher looked at the handful of students who remained, and
offered again, ‘Any other takers? This is your last opportunity.’
One more student decided to go.
Seven students remained. The teacher closed the door and took
attendance. She handed out the final exam. There were two
sentences typed on the paper:
‘Congratulations, you have just received an ‘A’ in this class.
Keep believing in yourself.’
I wish I had a teacher who gave an exam like that, especially
science which was my Achilles heel at school. During my school
years, I quickly learnt that if I didn’t have confidence in what I
learned, B was the best I got. By the time I came to Rosebank,
the fresh start gave me renewed confidence and with it came
never before seen results on my school report card!
The same became true for me as a student of real life.
Throughout my University studies and early career,
miraculously I started to become an ‘A’ student, well ok
maybe B+, believing in what I was doing because I had learned
from both successes and failures.
Since graduating from Rosebank 21 years ago, I’ve absorbed
life’s lessons, whether from formal education or the school of
hard knocks, and become a better person. And the best part
of it all, deep down part of me still feels like that energetic,
youthful self I was when I was 17 years old in 1992. At 38
years old, I still feel very much like a student of life.
Continuously learning from experiences and most importantly,
learning more and more about myself.
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Take your cue from Sir Edmund Hillary, the first person to
reach the summit of Mount Everest: ‘It’s not the mountain we
conquer, but ourselves.’
As I’ve matured, it’s become clear to me that believing in
yourself comes from knowing what you are really capable of
doing. I still remember being quizzed once by my Legal
Studies teacher in Year 11, Mr Stuart McGloin. “Can you please
start believing in yourself, you’re a good student but you have to
believe it!”. When I came to Rosebank, I wasn’t confident at all
in my abilities as a student. I had come from an all boys school
in Lewisham, St Thomas’s. I’d been there for 6 years, from age
9 to 15. At St Thomas’s I was known as the class clown who
occasionally showed potential. Sure, I excelled in a few
subjects, but overall, I was an average student at best.
I loved my football as a kid and always tried to apply the
principles of being a great footballer to the classroom. I started
to realise that when it’s your turn to step up to the penalty
spot, you won’t score a goal every time.
It is argued by some that Lionel Messi is the greatest football
player of all time, and it is certain that he’s already established
himself as one of the iconic players of his generation,
however, Messi’s great Achilles heel, the aspect of his game that
often goes forgotten and almost inevitably goes unmentioned:
his weakness from the penalty spot.
This doesn’t stop him from excelling at football and in stepping
up to take another penalty next time. He believes in himself,
and he knows his fans believe in him.

I am delighted to be here with you tonight, to recognise
students who have made commendable achievements
in 2013.
Although tonight’s awards ceremony has its obvious purpose
of recognising you the successful and inspirational students of
Rosebank College, the long term goal is surely to encourage
and motivate you to even greater success. Some of you will
be completing your HSC next year, while others are just
embarking on this long and sometimes difficult journey.
What an exciting time.You may not realise that now, but
believe me, in 10, 15, 20 years from now, you will review
these years with amazement and wonder.
I humbly stand before you all tonight as a very proud
Rosebank Aumni. Over the last two decades, I’ve gone from
serving the school as a House Captain and Senior School
representative to serving the country by raising millions of
dollars, vital funds for cancer research, while also voluntarily
serving the local community as President of Abbotsford
Football Club and being part of the Parish Council at All
Hallows Five Dock.
One of the mistakes I was frequently guilty of when setting
goals for myself was setting them either too high or too low.
It soon became clear to me that it’s important to aim for
something that is achievable, but at the same time, believe
that you can always do better. Whether its sport, academics
or anything else, you must continually try to push your limits
and achieve your full potential. To do this, you’ve got to
believe in yourself. In the words of Thomas Edison, “Many of
life’s failures are people who did not realize how close they
were to success when they gave up.” Regardless of how hard
it may seem, it is vital that you keep giving it your best.
And it’s important, particularly in this stage of your life, that
you do some extra-curricular activities, whether its public
speaking, debating, sporting or being involved in the
community. These things not only develop your leadership
skills, but also your communication, teamwork and
organisational skills. And I can tell you from my experience
outside of school that these skills are invaluable and just as
important, if not more, than academic skills.
When I graduated from University in 1996, I craved for an
adventure overseas before committing myself to a full time
career. I embarked on a year-long work and travel European
adventure. One city which particular stands out for me is
Prague in the Czech Republic. Prague was an eye opener for
me, the culture, the people, fantastic! In the old town square
there was a very cute bookstore which had an impressive
collection of international books. One book which caught my
eye and kept me company during some rainy days in Prague
was the The Alchemist, written by the Brazilian author
Paulo Coelho.
The Alchemist describes the adventurous journey of a boy in
pursuit of his treasure. The boy is told the treasure is buried
in a far off place and that he must pass many challenges
in order to get to it.
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The vision of this treasure excites the boy in The Alchemist.
He feels alive, passionate, and determined, but he has to leave
his current life of being a shepherd behind. Leaving this life
for the long journey towards treasure is tough for the boy
because he’s comfortable and doesn’t have to step out of his
comfort zone.
While in the desert the boy quickly discovers how hard of
a task traveling the desert is going to be. Days, sometimes
weeks, are spent going in unknown and even wrong
directions that have to be taken due to the presence of
obstacles in the desert.
Like the Alchemist, the desert is where I spend most of my
time in the pursuit of dreams.
If you are currently striving for something then you know
what I mean. Most students do not even get to the desert
because they are unable to leave comfort behind, but if they
do reach the desert they will find where the true test lies.
I urge all students here tonight to always ask yourself how
your passion can create value in your life and in the lives of
others? My passion for engaging with and motivating people
has added value in my life many times over and in the lives of
many others. Both professionally and personally.
Driving home the importance of value is essential and the
pursuit of dreams because a time will arise when you will
start to question your deepest desire for striving after your
vision. So please force yourselves to think outside the box
and go after your dreams. As students you must search inside
yourselves in order to find your true passions and calling.
One of the things I started to do when attempting to achieve
my academic and personal goals was to study the traits of
high achievers I knew – mentors, family, friends, teachers,
coaches. What become apparent to me as I got older was
that some people seemed to achieve so much while others
struggled to accomplish even their most conservative goals?
Why? What was it about those high achievers that allowed
them to do things that others didn’t.
First, high achievers don’t rely on luck. They are willing to
work to perfect their skills and to develop their talents. They
realize that there’s no such thing as a “natural” and that
achievement requires diligence. Unfortunately I was never
a natural student. I wasn’t one of those students who could
cram before exams. If I did cram, I passed, barely.
I transformed myself while I was here at Rosebank by
following a simple rule which I still use to this day. Practice,
practice and more practice. Economics, Legal Studies practice,
football, bass guitar, the trumpet, practice. Fundraising,
communications, practice.

Second, the most successful people don’t waste their time
on things they don’t love. High achievers accomplish so
much because they pour their energy into their passions. I
dare say all of you tonight, high achievers in your respective
subjects and fields have poured energy into your passion –
whether it is science or serving the community.
The challenge for all of you from here on in is to grasp that
discipline of honing in on your passions –
science, English, mathematics, art, public speaking, sport,
music etc.
Third, high achievers don’t let guilt and self-doubt stand in
their way. I’ve experienced firsthand that focusing on these
negative feelings will certainly slow you down.
Maintaining a positive outlook toward yourself is critical.
Finally, never stop learning. I don’t mean that only in an
academic sense, although that’s important. Never stop
learning about yourself and what works for you, what
helps you learn, what helps you succeed. Gather your own
selection of strategies and tips from different sources –
teachers, parents. Try them out, discard the ones that you
don’t like but most importantly, do what works for you, do
what you love and do it as well as you can. Speaking from
experience, I can truthfully say this is an ever evolving
process.
If you remember one thing tonight, please remember
the 3 Ps:

Passion +
Persistence +
Practice =
Unlimited Possibilities
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•

Passion:Your drive and how well you are able to

•

Persistence:Your ability to overcome obstacles, press

•

Practice:Your ability to perfect your skills and get

sustain your effort on a particular course of action

through difficulties and stay strong amidst challenges

better and not simply rest on your Laurels

When I’ve executed on these three things I’ve always
succeeded. When I’ve skipped one, or all of them,
I haven’t succeeded. It’s that simple.
On your road to success over the next few exciting
chapters of your young lives, you will encounter countless
obstacles. No doubt about it. Many things will compete
for your attention and get in your way. There will be many
reasons, good reasons, to quit. But if you give in to the
desire to give up, you will never reach your destination.
Success does not come to those who wait, nor does it go
to those who want it most, it goes to those who refuse to
give up. It’s not, as the famous saying goes, not how many
times you get knocked down, but how many times you get
back up, that counts.
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. once said, “Many people die
with their music still in them. Why is this so? Too often it is
because they are always getting ready to live. Before they
know it, time runs out.”

The young boy paused, looked up, and replied “Throwing
starfish into the ocean. The tide has washed them up onto
the beach and they can’t return to the sea by themselves,”
the youth replied. “When the sun gets high, they will die,
unless I throw them back into the water.”
The old man replied, “But there must be tens of thousands
of starfish on this beach. I’m afraid you won’t really be able
to make much of a difference.” The boy bent down, picked up
yet another starfish and threw it as far as he could into the
ocean. Then he turned, smiled and said, “It made a difference
to that one!”
I wish you all the very best of life as you travel your own true
path and always remember
I leave you tonight with the story of the Starfish…
There was an old man who had a habit of walking on the
beach every morning before he began his work. Early one
morning, he was walking along the shore after a big storm
had passed and found the vast beach littered with starfish
as far as the eye could see, stretching in both directions.
Off in the distance, the old man noticed a small boy
approaching. As the boy walked, he paused every so often and
as he grew closer, the man could see that he was occasionally
bending down to pick up an object and throw it into the sea.
The boy came closer still and the man called out, ”Good
morning! May I ask what it is that you’re doing?”
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L

“ ife is a great big canvas,
throw all the paint
you can on it”

Alumni Profile: When the student becomes the teacher
Mikaela York graduated from Rosebank in 2010 and has returned to the College part time as a sports coach.
Here, she explains how she has found the transition from pupil to coach and what she feels makes Rosebank special.
1.

Years you commenced and graduated Rosebank College
I started Rosebank in 2005 and graduated in 2010

2.

Are you currently studying?
Currently I am not studying although in 2011 and 2012 I completed
2 part time courses at NIDA

3.

If so, please describe your tertiary course and your career hopes
following graduation
My future career hopes are to start acting in short films and progress to
feature length films.

4.

What encouraged you to return to Rosebank as a staff member?
I started coaching Netball in 2009, during my senior years coached my little
sisters team. After I graduated and knowing ex-students who already coached at
Rosebank I was eager to coach further. I joined Rosebank as a coach in 2011 and
have worked there since. I love coaching Netball and now more recently Volleyball
and being able to watch the students grow and progress within the sport.

5.

How have you found the transition from student to teacher/coach?
The transition has been fairly gradual and I have barely noticed it over the years.
Now I am simply a coach who also happens to have attended Rosebank as well.

6.

Mikaela York during her time as a
Rosebank student
What are your fondest memories of your time at Rosebank as a student?
All through my junior years Rosebank was an all girls school and the numbers were very small. My fondest memories are
of that small College community where everyone knew each other. I also have fond memories of co-curricular sport and
weekend sport. Every term there was a sport or two available to my friends and I to join.

7.

What do you find rewarding about sports coaching at the College?
The students. I have teams where I have coached the same girls every year. To be able to coach them and be apart of their
schooling experience is very rewarding. I enjoyed sport so much at school and I enjoy working with the students and
watching them enjoy sport, and take it seriously working on their skills and fitness.

8.

Do you feel Rosebank prepared you well for life following high school? If so, how?
I think you can only be so prepared and Rosebank has never done any less. Part time work and study for myself wasn’t
an extreme shock so my life after school has only been gradual because studying after school isn’t a huge change. Where
I think Rosebank best prepared me was from the teachers. Certain teachers taught me all through school and from them
I learnt how to be a good person and a valued member of the community, which I believe is the best type of preparation
anyone can receive.

9.

Despite being an ex-student of the college, do you still feel as though you are part of the Rosebank community? If yes, please explain how you retain the feeling of connectivity.
I feel apart of the old community. The Rosebank community has changed so much, with it going co-ed and all the building
work. So as an ex-student I still feel apart of the old school, the old buildings and teachers, the old uniform, all the things
that I grew up with at Rosebank. Those things are different now, the school has changed
and I feel apart of this new community as a coach, not so much as an ex-student.

10. If you could describe Rosebank in three words, what would those words be?
The three words I would use to describe Rosebank are:
1.

Community orientated

2.

Historic

3.

Well rounded

Mikaela York 2014
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Rosebank College Community Celebrates World Teachers’ Day
World Teachers’ Day in 2013 provided an
opportunity for the teachers of Rosebank
College to be recognised for their commitment to their students and profession. The
celebration of education was particularly
poignant for two members of Rosebank’s
academic staff; Maths Coordinator Mr
Geoff Dix and his PDHPE teacher daughter
and Rosebank Alumni, Mrs Megan Sato.
The father/daughter duo, who have been
part of the College community in either a
teaching or student capacity since the early
nineties, both view Rosebank as a unique
and innovative learning environment.
‘I arrived at Rosebank in 1992; none of my
current students were born then. It was like
other schools but also different.You walked
around and could feel that the teachers
and students got on well together. Things
change with time, but it’s still true today;
there is so much goodwill,’ Mr Dix said.
Mrs Sato, who returned to Rosebank to
teach in the College’s PE department seven
years ago, agrees with her father’s sentiments and credits him for her decision to
become an educator.
‘Rosebank has a wonderful sense of community and inclusion among the students.’
‘I have memories of when I was younger and when I was with my Dad we would always be stopped by ex-students who would
want to thank him. It was amazing just how often it would happen. I realised it must have been so significant for them to say
something, often years after they had finished school. It made me realise the profound effect he had on his past students. He is a
pretty incredible role model,’ Mrs Sato said.
Mr Dix and Mrs Sato also agree the responsibility of being a teacher is well worth the effort.
‘Teaching is tough, but also terrific.Yes, it is great when that special HSC student is placed in the top ten in the state, but it’s even
better when young Tom in Year 7 who usually struggles, has a light bulb moment and catches on to doing Algebra. This is the part
which is exciting and fulfilling.You sit down afterwards and remember the magic, when those 30 young minds have that ‘a-ha’ moment,’ Mr Dix said.
Mrs Sato would encourage any aspiring educator to, ‘think outside the box and consider what made your classes, teachers or
your whole school experience memorable’.
Mr Dix and Mrs Sato’s passion for their careers and for Rosebank is clear; with new mother Mrs Sato even considering the
College as a schooling option for her young daughter when the time is right - which would see a third generation begin their
Rosebank journey.
‘Like all other teachers this is my hope: making lives better, families better and our country and world better,’ Mr Dix said.
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Never stop learning - advice from a Class of 1968 graduate
When Moira Kelly graduated Rosebank College over 45 years ago, it was a very different school from the College we are
familiar with today. However, despite the Rosebank of the 1960s being an all girls, years 7 - 10 school offering boarding
house facilities, some elements of the past have remained in place. Sursum Corda spoke with Moira about how her time as a
Rosebank girl influenced her exciting and varied career path and what advice she would give to current College students.
During which years were you a student at
Rosebank College?
After attending what was then a Good Samaritan school,
Mater Maria College at Warriewood in 1965, I attended St
Mary of the Angels, Rosebank College from 1966 to 1968.
At that time Rosebank was only a year 7 - 10 school. I was a
boarder for the second and third terms of 1968 because my
parents moved to Hobart and I could not interrupt my School
Certificate year by joining them. In those days it was not the
socially acceptable thing to become a boarder after having
been a day scholar at the same school. Those two terms were
very lonely for me and the dear Boarders’ Mistress, the now
departed Sr Ambrose, was so very kind to me.
What are some of your fondest memories of your
time at the College?
I have quite a few fond memories. Some are: singing in the
choir at the Centenary Mass in 1967; extra Latin tuition before
the School Certificate exam. Sr Ambrose was also our Latin
teacher and having afterhours access to her was such as great
help to me; as a boarder, I used to get extra Sago pudding and
the after school jam sandwiches because some of the boarders
did not like them at all.
What does your current career see you doing on a day
to day basis?
I am a social worker, theologian and a solicitor and I have a
Masters degree in each field. However, I do not work in any
of these areas. Since 16 May 1994 I have been an Investigator
at the Health Care Complaints Commission (HCCC). The
HCCC is an independent statutory body which assesses
and investigates serious complaints about the professional
conduct of health care providers and significant issues relating
to the treatment and care of patients in NSW by health care
providers, both individuals and facilities.
What led you to your current role?
In Tasmania and in NSW I had been a social worker in
public psychiatric hospitals and then for about eight years
I had been a middle level manager in the Department of
Community Services. In this latter role I had been trained in
investigation. When I saw an advertisement for an Investigator
in the predecessor to the HCCC, the Complaints Unit of
the NSW Health Department, I saw an opportunity to use
both my clinical knowledge and my investigation training and
experience.
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Sport 1968
What would you like to achieve in 2014?
In late January and February this year I will be undertaking the
College of Law course for solicitors and barristers who want
to become a Public Notary. In the first semester of 2014 I will
be completing a Diploma in Business and by the end of the
second semester of 2014 I will have completed a Diploma in
Property Services (Agency Management) which will enable
me to become a licensed real estate agent.
Do you feel Rosebank offered you a positive learning
experience?
Absolutely! I am always excited by the opportunity of driving
past Rosebank when I have to venture ‘out West’. I very
fondly remember my days in the class rooms and science
laboratories, the pursuit of knowledge and the need to be
correct when quoting someone or something. Strangely, I even
have good memories of having to attend school on Saturday
mornings for Advanced Maths when I was in year 10.
Do you feel your time at the College impacted your
life post schooling?
Apart from the really atrocious boarding school food, I
regard my other Rosebank experiences as most significant
in the formation of my character as an Australian Catholic
woman with a lifelong love of learning, a love of God and His
Church and a quest for social justice. I also was involved in the
Rosebank group of YCS (Young Christian Students). This led
me to become heavily involved in the Young Christian Workers
Movement (YCW) when in was in Tasmania. I became the St
Mary’s Cathedral YCW Girls Group president and was elected
to the position of Archdiocesan Secretary of the YCW.

What advice would you give to current school
students regarding how to successfully
juggle school/home/social life?
While living at home we are subject to our parents and,
apart from the duty of obedience to them, we have a
responsibility to contribute in whatever way we can to the
harmonious functioning of our family and the Christian
and social development of all its members. Our school
life is, of course, demanding upon our time. We must be
organised and attentive to the needs of each subject we are
studying and not allow ourselves to be carried away into
areas which might be interesting but which are not on the
syllabus. Teachers are the best sources of assistance if we are

experiencing difficulty working out what we should study,
when and for how long. Once we have a good study plan
we should keep to it consistently. After our responsibilities
to our family and our study have been fulfilled then there
is time for leisure, our friends, social media, sport etc. But
involvement in each of these has to be in moderation
and definitely not to the detriment of our family life and
our studies. There is also one other most important area
which we should make a central part of our lives, i.e. the
development of our relationship with God. This is done
through prayer, mediation, reading spiritual books,
attendance at Mass and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Science class 1965

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
If you would like to share your stories and feature on this page, please send your information including
photographs to: alumni@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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