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From the Principal
Dear Ex-students of Rosebank College,
It is with great pleasure, honour and privilege that I contribute to this issue of the Sursum Corda in our 150th year.
As a community we are intrinsically connected to Rosebank College. This milestone has highlighted that a school is more than
just classrooms and textbooks; it is about people; it is about nurturing passion and talent; it is about belonging.
When we entered our 150th year of educating young women and men, not only did we embark on a journey to celebrate our
history, we also looked forward to the future with optimism. I truly believe that our Alumni are a vital part of our future and in
the not too distant future, we will be exploring different ways of how we can better re-connect and engage with you.
This special edition of the Sursum Corda will capture some of
the highlights of the year, which
I know many of you have been
a part of. Rosebank College
would not be standing as proud
as it is today if it was not for
all of you. To acknowledge this,
we launched our Alumni Wall of
Excellence. This Wall names exstudents who have distinguished
themselves in their professional
careers or through community
service both locally and beyond.
More specifically they have
received public recognition for
professional cultural, sporting
and/or community leadership.
If you are aware of any
ex-students who fit this description, I encourage you to contact the College so they too
can be acknowledged. I trust that you enjoy reflecting on
this momentous year and I am confident that together
we can lay the foundations for Rosebank College to
flourish over the next 150 years.

Warm regards,
Former Principals Mr John Hawley (1980 - 2001) and Sr Monica
Sparks (1966-1968) with current Principal Mr Tom Galea

Tom Galea
Principal

Follow us on Twitter @rosebankcollege
Like us on Facebook RosebankCollege Fivedock
Visit Us online: http://www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/
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From the Alumni Committee
Rosebank has had a busy year celebrating its Sesquicentenary. The annual Open Day was a particular highlight for ex-students
with a historical showcase, displaying all the wonderful memorabilia curated by Archivist Robert Beazley and his team.
The Alumni and Sr Monica Sparks were present at the Benedict Day Mass, Gala Dinner and Opening and Blessing of Downside
Hall. Sr Monica said that she experienced “a real sense of presence of all the Good Samaritans who had taught at Rosebank” and
prayed “that they would look after the ex, current and future students of Rosebank”.
At the time of writing this article, a reunion for the classes of 1955 – 1969 is being planned for 3 November at Hornsby RSL at
12.00pm. We hope to see many familiar faces there!
I would like to sincerely thank all those ex-students who have attended these functions. It means so much to see you, as you all
have a special place in our hearts and the history of Rosebank.
Till we meet again,
Denise Andreacchio (Canty) ‘64
0408 118 232
denise.andreacchio@hotmail.com
Enrolment Applications for Year 7 2020 are now open! They will close on Wednesday 6 December 2017. Ex-students who submit an application after this date can not be guaranteed their Alumni preferential status.

The Sesquicentenary Year in Review

On 30 January 2017, Rosebank College entered its 150th year of educating young women and more recently, young men. As one
of Australia’s oldest continuing Catholic schools, and Sydney’s oldest Catholic girl’s high school, the College has ebbed and flowed
through the highs and lows of the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. A number of events to commemorate our anniversary have occurred throughout the Sesquicentenary year.
Celebrations formally commenced with the Opening Mass at which the College community remembered the vision and the
courage of the women and men who established Rosebank College. The Mass celebrated 150 years of education at Rosebank
College and 160 years of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan of the Order of St Benedict. The Sisters were joined by the Sisters of
Charity for the blessing and unveiling of the sculpture of Mother Scholastica Gibbons and two students.

Highlighted were the Benedictine values of love of neighbour, prayer, stability, conversation, obedience, discipline, humility, stewardship, hospitality, community, justice and peace, upon which our College is built. The community was inspired to maintain its
commitment to its vision and mission of Rosebank College as a place of academic excellence, where students are supported and
challenged.
Creative and Performing Arts have always been pivotal in the life of the College and our musicals have been a highlight for performers and audiences alike. This year, over 180 students including actors, dancers, musicians, costume and set designers, hair and
make-up assistants, sound, lighting and backstage crew, proudly transported us to the roaring 20’ for Rosebank’s production of
Thoroughly Modern Millie. Over 1,700 people were entertained by students and staff who committed six months of effort
to bring the production to a great success.
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Open Day is our annual showcase of our dynamic learning environment to the wider community. On Sunday 7 May, the College
opened its doors to welcome guests and bestow upon them Benedictine hospitality where “…all guests who arrive be received
like Christ.” An exhibition, which brought to life the College’s history was a major highlight, as was the launch of our History
Book “Sursum Corda – Lift Up Your Hearts.” The exhibition provided past, current and future members of our community a
tangible connection to Rosebank and an opportunity to immerse themselves in the past.

On Friday 16 June, Sydney’s CBD was awash in navy and gold as over
1,350 students and staff celebrated Benedict Day. Mass took place at
St Mary’s Cathedral, followed by a group photo on the Cathedral
forecourt. The celebration included the induction of the 2017/2018
College Leaders. From Benedict and Scholastica, to Bishop
Polding and Mother Scholastica Gibbons, to the past Principals and
College executive members, to past and current Board Directors and
Members, Rosebank College has been steered with integrity, compassion
and a strong sense of stewardship.

P 3 | Sursum Corda

On Saturday 29 July, over 800 guests gathered in the Grand Ballroom of the
International Convention Centre, Darling Harbour in celebration of the largest social event of the Sesquicentenary year, The Gala Dinner. An event
like this brought together the community and encouraged all to “listen with
the ear of the heart” as the evening took the guests on a journey through
Rosebank’s rich past and a preview of the future. We celebrated, connected
and experienced the magnetism of Rosebank. Significant members of the
community including past students (Alumni), Board Directors and Company
Members were honoured for their commitment to excellence and the contributions they have made to the life of the College. Our talented musicians,
dancers and vocalists also entertained and inspired us.
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The College’s last major Sesquicentenary event was the Official Opening and Blessing of Downside Hall, which took place on
Friday 1 September. Downside Hall was solemnly blessed by the Most Reverend Anthony Fisher OP, Archbishop of Sydney and
officially opened by Dom Leo Maidlow Davis, Prior Administrator, Downside Abbey, England, and The Hon. Craig Laundy. There
were over 150 guests in attendance. Downside Hall proudly stands on the site of the 1950s Congregational building. It now
contatins a new staff and administraion block, 11 classrooms, a formal entry to the College and direct connection with the rest of
the school.
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Where are They now?

A Bar Above the Rest
An interest in Public Speaking and Debating at school ignited a passion in being an advocate for
others and led Denise Reid (nee Sykes) into a sustained career in Law.
Denise has been practicing for over 30 years at the NSW Bar and specialises in Equity Law and
Family Law. “I wanted to become a barrister from a very early age,” said Denise, who attended
Rosebank College from 1962-1965. “I have the fondest memories of my time at Rosebank. We
were all devastated when Sister Francis announced towards the end of 1965 that we would have
to attend other schools for Years 11 and 12.”
Denise, whose favourite subjects were English, History and French, has also been heavily involved
in legal education at a secondary and tertiary level and chaired the board of a leading independent school.

Amidst all her professional success, Denise credits her family as her greatest achievement. “My
husband Ross and I are the proud parents of two wonderful children.” Hannah is a professional
musician and was First Flute and piccolo player in the Conservatorium Wind Symphony 2000
and played in the Los Angeles Pearce Orchestra for two years. “Hannah lives in California and we visit her a couple of times a year,
especially since she gave birth to our first grandchild Dexter earlier this year.” Denise and Ross’s son Ben is a football enthusiast
and operates his own business sourcing rare football jerseys.
A rewarding and fulfilling career is attainable and requires a diligent work ethic at school. “Work hard at school,” advises Denise.
“You will need to do outstandingly well to get into law. Above all, become involved in Debating and Public Speaking; the training is
invaluable for a career at the Bar.”

P 6 | Sursum Corda

Our Year 9 and Year 10 Textiles students were
honoured to welcome back Angela Facchini
(Class of 1979) to share with them her
experiences as a Haute Couturier.
Angela is based in Rome and has
worked with global
fashion houses and also specialises in her own
unique pieces.
View Angela’s creations on Instagram at @
angelafacchini.

Ex-Student New Good Samaritan Leader
Gathered in Sydney for their 26th Chapter Gathering from September 24 to October 2, 2017, and in
the 160th year since their foundation as a congregation of religious women, the Sisters of the
Good Samaritan have discerned a new Statement
of Directions and elected a new leadership team for
the next six years.

Sister Patty Fawkner (College Captain) with Sr Dominic and Janice Stein
(College Vice-Captain)

Of the 208 Good Samaritan Sisters who live and
minister throughout Australia, Japan, Philippines
and Kiribati, 115 were present for the Chapter
Gathering which deeply explored issues of importance for the world, the Church the congregation
in 2017 and into the future. The newly elected
leadership team consists of Sister Patty Fawkner,
(Congregational Leader), and Councillors, Sisters
Catherine McCahill, Meg Kahler, Marella Rebgetz
and Veronica McCluskie.
“I’m humbled to be called by my Sisters to this
ministry of leadership. I’d have to say that I’m
proud to be asked to lead this congregation which
I love so dearly,” said Sister Patty Fawkner.

New Leadership Team: Sisters Meg Kahler, Marella Rebgetz,
Patty Fawkner, Catherine McCahill and Veronica McCluskie
Photo credit: Kristy Rowe

“Our Statement of Directions is faithful to our
charism and tradition of our seeking of God and
being called to be neighbours. And it’s focussed
on the needs of our contemporary world,” said
Sister Patty.

“It challenges us to work in partnership to
respond to the needs of those people who are
often left on the margins of society’s care and
concern. This includes care for our fragile planet and our bruised and wounded Church. We recognise the conflict and animosity
that exists between nations and sectors of society and we want to nurture a culture of mutuality, starting with ourselves.” The
Good Samaritan Sisters’ 2017-2023 Statement of Directions states: “As Good Samaritans, we listen to the Spirit calling us to act
boldly and courageously: nurturing a culture of mutuality; committing ourselves to ecological conversion; fostering an ecclesial
community; embracing God’s mission in partnership”. Sister Patty also led the staff of Rosebank College during their annual
Spirituality Day.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
If you would like to share your stories and feature on this page, please send your information including
photographs to: alumni@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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The Sweet Life
It was just over 12 months ago when Alexandra Tyral (Class of 2008) traded her career as a social worker for a spatula and
buttercream to launch her own business, “The Late Night Baker”. The perfect marriage of creativity and flavour, Alexandra’s
bespoke and unique creations have seen clients fall in love with the ex-student’s delectable delights.
Alexandra completed her degree at the University of New
South Wales and swiftly started her career in Child
Protection alongside the Department of Family and
Community Services. “Although I enjoyed my job and the
interactions I had with clients who were open and vulnerable with me, I always craved something with more creativity and tried to incorporate that as much as I could into my
direct practice with clients, such as arts and crafts during
home visits,” said Alexandra.
However, the creative spark needed further fuel. “I made
the big decision to carve my own path and pursue my
passion for baking. I literally jumped straight into it, resigning from my job and starting my own business without any
planning. Not the way I would recommend doing it, however, it got me to where I am today.”
“I was lucky enough to listen to that persistent voice in
my head asking ‘is this all life has to offer me?’ However, I soon realised that I should have been asking, ‘What am I going to do
with all that life offers me?’ During this process, Alexandra was diagnosed with anxiety. “Quitting my full time, permanent, very
secure job and starting my own business with no knowledge of how to run a small business was anxiety provoking and that is
exactly what happened to me.” Rising above adversity is a trait Alexandra is most proud of and has taught her to recgonise how
important we are as a person to those around us. “Being in business forces you to learn a lot about yourself and who you are as
a person. I have found that most of the time this is challenging and extremely confronting, especially if you have a mental health
condition to manage like me”.
Alexandra is also fortunate to be surrounded by other inspiring women such as her mother and sister and has travelled extensively. Taking the plunge has been satisfying; however Alexandra also cautions that going solo requires you to wear multiple hats.
“You may get consumed with budgeting, promoting etc. and it’s important that you are proactive in reigniting your passion and
reminding yourself why you did this.”
To all the current Rosebank student, Alexandra says, “Make sure you are conscious of the decisions you make, continually learn,
and grab every opportunity that practically hits you in the face, because that’s what it feels like when they come out of nowhere
and I promise… they will not wait for you.Yes the world can be big and scary, and adulthood can sometimes be a bit of a drag,
but it is also filled with wonders that you need to seek out. Recognise that you are the future! Whatever you choose to do and
be, just make it count.” View Alexandra’s creations at: https://www.thelatenightbaker.com.au/ and follow her on Instagram at
https://www.instagram.com/the.latenightbaker/

Students and staff were proud to welcome back to the College award
winning author Melina Marchetta. Melina spent the morning leading a
series of talks and workshops for English Extension, iThink and a select
group of Year 7 and Year 8 students.
P 8 | Sursum Corda

Congratulations to Stephanie Naim
(Class of 2009) on her wedding to
Ross Kilpatrick
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